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Electrifying test drives – putting preconceived 
notions to the test 
 

• Progressive Audi Q4 e-tron: extremely versatile vehicle ideal for everyday use  

• Plenty of interior space, no space for preconceptions: range anxiety is unfounded, 

vehicle ideal for long distances 

• First doubts, later enthusiasm: e-mobility quickly impresses even the most 

skeptical 

 

Ingolstadt/Neckarsulm, August 25, 2021 – Many people view switching from a vehicle with 

an internal combustion engine to an electric car as a monumental step. In reality, however, it 

is significantly less eventful – as four Audi employees recently discovered during test drives in 

the all-electric Audi Q4 e-tron. This opportunity wasn’t available to just anyone; the carmaker 

invited employees to apply for a spot before the official launch. These test drives in the Q4 e-

tron, which lasted several days, were intended to put people’s preconceived notions about e-

mobility to the test – and provided an opportunity to get a glimpse into the lives of Audi 

employees, the heart of the company, and the transformation of mobility itself.  

 

“I normally drive a plug-in hybrid from Audi and was eager to see how an all-electric car 

compares,” said test driver Stefanie Zieglmeier, who works in marketing and sales in Ingolstadt. 

Her initial concerns included whether the capacity of the battery would be sufficient enough to 

travel long distances and where and how quickly she could recharge it.  

 

In order to extensively test the electric car, she and her partner selected some destinations for a 

weekend trip in advance – first into the mountains, then to the city of Würzburg. The Audi  

Q4 40 e-tron’s (combined electric power consumption in kWh/100 km*: 20.0 – 17.3 (WLTP); 

17.7 – 16.3 (NEDC); combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 0) design and level of comfort 

immediately impressed them, as did its 150 kW of power and responsiveness. Only the range 

gave her an uneasy feeling at first. “Since I had no idea exactly how much power the car actually 

consumed,” admitted Zieglmeier, “I initially didn’t even have the guts to turn on the air 

conditioning.” She quickly realized that her worries were unfounded, however. Consumption 

isn’t far from the norm, even with a cooled interior, and the Q4 40 e-tron’s (combined electric 

power consumption in kWh/100 km*: 20.0 – 17.3 (WLTP); 17.7 – 16.3 (NEDC); combined CO2 

emissions in g/km: 0) range extends up to 520 kilometers according to the WLTP cycle – making 

the car perfectly suitable for long trips. In addition, the battery can be quickly recharged at  

high-power charging (HPC) stations with up to 125 kW of power. After extensively testing the 

vehicle over a period of several days, Stefanie Zieglmeier concluded: “This is a car that is 

completely suitable for everyday use.”  
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The many personal encounters with other drivers, on the other hand, were not something she 

experienced every day, she recalled. At charging stations, the Audi employee was repeatedly 

approached by people who wanted to know more about e-mobility in general and the Q4 e-tron 

in particular. This included drivers who were definitely open to switching drive technologies – as 

Stefanie Zieglmeier is now.  

 

“The lighting effects are incredible” 

Alexander Lichtblau, who works in time management, had a similar experience during his 

multiday test drive. The Audi employee from Ingolstadt was already a big fan of the  

Q4 40 e-tron’s (combined electric power consumption in kWh/100 km*: 20.0 – 17.3 (WLTP); 

17.7 – 16.3 (NEDC); combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 0) design before even pressing the start 

button. He described the lighting effects as “incredible.” Once he started the car, he was 

impressed by the direct acceleration typical of an EV: “The electric drive system with 150 kW of 

power is so incredibly responsive and spontaneous, it’s just plain fun to drive – whether leisurely 

through towns or occasionally at top speed on the highway.”  

 

But even he didn’t embark on his journey with an entirely open mind. While Lichtblau wasn’t 

worried about the range being too short with the 76.6 kWh net capacity of the battery, he didn’t 

trust the navigation system at first. Or, more precisely, the suggested charging points along the 

route. Together with his wife, he covered more than 1,200 kilometers in just a few days, 

charging the Q4 e-tron a number of times in between. While Lichtblau still chose the charging 

stations himself during the first two days, after that he decided to stop always second-guessing 

and double-checking. “I learned to trust the car. Especially since the Q4 e-tron suggested exactly 

the charging points that I would have picked out myself,” said Lichtblau.  This is because the car 

features the e-tron route planner, which shows the route to the next station. The system assists 

the driver by scheduling the charging sessions in as needed – and always doing so when the next 

destination is out of range. An intelligent algorithm calculates the fastest route, takes traffic 

and route data into account, considers the driver’s driving style, calculates how long it will take 

to charge the vehicle, and includes it in the total driving time.  

 

More charging options than expected 

On his very first trip, Ralph Gossert from quality assurance at the Neckarsulm site took his wife 

and their three children to see whether e-mobility was suitable for families – and whether the 

charging infrastructure was sufficient for a long journey. He completely relied on public charging 

stations during his trips through southern Germany, and was not disappointed. "On the way to 

Bamberg, Rothenburg ob der Tauber, and Heidelberg, I was able to see firsthand just how far the 

expansion of the charging infrastructure in Germany has already come,” Gossert recounted. 

Along the highway, he said, he had no trouble finding charging points. And in rural areas, he 

found more charging options than he expected. One practical aspect for Audi owners is that 

users of the e-tron Charging Service can currently choose from around 250,000 charging points 

in 26 European countries, including more than 5,850 HPC fast-charging points. In fact, there are 

now almost 48,000 charging points available in Germany alone.  

https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/intelligent-assistant-for-electric-driving-the-audi-e-tron-route-planner-13302
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On the Transit plan, Q4 e-tron buyers do not have to pay a monthly fee for the entire first year. In 

addition, they benefit from preferential terms within the IONITY network – charging costs only 

31 cents per kilowatt-hour, which is roughly equivalent to the cost of charging at home in 

Germany. 

 

Overall, quality expert Ralph Gossert rated the Audi Q4 e-tron very highly. He was particularly 

surprised by the ride comfort, especially at high speeds. “The interior of the Q4 e-tron is so quiet 

that you can carry on a normal conversation, even on the highway,” he noted. The car’s ease of 

operation was another highlight for Gossert. “The way the Q4 e-tron was configured, all I had to 

do was get in, buckle up, press the accelerator and the brake pedals, and steer. It was extremely 

comfortable to drive, even over long distances.” The vehicle’s suitability as a family car and for 

everyday use is what impressed him the most, however.  

 

Enough space for the baby gear 

Although Christian Blaich from employee IT in Ingolstadt is a fan of e-mobility, he too initially 

had reservations about the Q4 e-tron’s suitability for families. Together with his partner and 

their young son, who is only a few months old, Blaich set off to test the car on a long weekend. 

Along for the ride were a stroller, baby seat, and a complete set of baby supplies. It quickly 

becamee clear that their luggage and baby gear easily fit in the trunk, the baby seat is quick and 

easy to install, and the whole family has plenty of room inside. “My girlfriend told me she’s 

never been in a car with so much legroom,” he said.  

 

After the test drive, Blaich is convinced that the range anxiety of some EV skeptics is unfounded. 

“You have to plan your routes out a bit in advance,” he said, and added, “we took advantage of 

the charging time to take care of things we needed to do anyway – like breastfeed and change 

diapers. Or to strike up a conversation with other EV drivers.” His conclusion after four days of 

intensively testing the electric car: “I can easily imagine that our next car will be a Q4 e-tron.”  

 

Audi invests in its employees 

In the process of transitioning to e-mobility, the company is ensuring that its employees are also 

on board, offering emotional driving experiences to complement in-depth advanced training 

opportunities. Audi employees are scheduled to take around 700 test drives of the Q4 e-tron in 

Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm at the end of September. Several thousand employees already test-

drove the very first all-electric Audi, the Audi e-tron**, back in 2019 during a special test-drive 

event. As part of a large-scale training initiative, Audi will be investing around half a billion euros 

in the training and development of its employees in the forward-looking fields of digitalization 

and e-mobility by 2025.
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Product and Technology Communications 

Benedikt Still 

Spokesperson Audi e-tron, Audi e-tron S, Audi Q4 

e-tron, electric motors, battery technology, 

charging/infrastructure 

Phone: +49-841-89-89615 

Email: benedikt.still@audi.de 

www.audi-mediacenter.com/en 

Human Resources and Organization 

Communications 

Sarah Braun 

Spokesperson Human Resources and 

Organization 

Phone: +49-841-89-48354 

Email: sarah.braun@audi.de 

www.audi-mediacenter.com/en 

 

 

 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 19 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy), and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). 

In 2020, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.693 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 7,430 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 48,042 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2020 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €50.0 billion and an operating profit before special items of €2.7 billion. 
At present, 87,000 people work for the company all over the world, 60,000 of them in Germany. With new 
models, innovative mobility offerings and other attractive services, Audi is becoming a provider of 
sustainable, individual premium mobility. 

mailto:benedikt.still@audi.de
http://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en
http://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en
mailto:sarah.braun@audi.de
http://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en
http://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en
https://de.linkedin.com/company/audi-ag
https://twitter.com/audiofficial?lang=de
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCO5ujNeWRIwP4DbCZqZWcLw
https://www.facebook.com/audiofficial
https://www.instagram.com/audiofficial/
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Fuel consumption of the models named above 
Information on fuel/electricity consumption and CO2 emissions in ranges depending on the tires and alloy 
wheel rims used and on the equipment and accessories of the car. 

 

Audi Q4 40 e-tron 

Combined electric power consumption in kWh/100 km (62.1 mi): 20.0 – 17.3 (WLTP); 
17.7 – 16.3 (NEDC); combined CO2 emissions in g/km (g/mi): 0 (0) 

 

Audi e-tron 

Combined electric power consumption in kWh/100 km (62.1 mi): 26.1 – 21.0 (WLTP); 
24.3 – 20.9 (NEDC); combined CO2 emissions in g/km (g/mi): 0 (0) 
 
The indicated consumption and emissions values were determined according to the legally specified 
measuring methods. Since September 1, 2017, type approval for certain new vehicles has been performed 
in accordance with the Worldwide Harmonized Light Vehicles Test Procedure (WLTP), a more realistic test 
procedure for measuring fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. Since September 1, 2018, the WLTP has 
gradually replaced the New European Driving Cycle (NEDC). Due to the realistic test conditions, the fuel 
consumption and CO2 emission values measured are in many cases higher than the values measured 
according to the NEDC. Vehicle taxation could change accordingly as of September 1, 2018. Additional 
information about the differences between WLTP and NEDC is available at www.audi.de/wltp. 

At the moment, it is still mandatory to communicate the NEDC values. In the case of new vehicles for which 
type approval was performed using WLTP, the NEDC values are derived from the WLTP values. WLTP values 
can be provided voluntarily until their use becomes mandatory. If NEDC values are indicated as a range, they 
do not refer to one, specific vehicle and are not an integral element of the offer. They are provided only for 
the purpose of comparison between the various vehicle types. Additional equipment and accessories 
(attachment parts, tire size, etc.) can change relevant vehicle parameters, such as weight, rolling resistance 
and aerodynamics and, like weather and traffic conditions as well as individual driving style, influence a 
vehicle’s electrical consumption, CO2 emissions and performance figures.  

Further information on official fuel consumption figures and the official specific CO2 emissions of new 
passenger cars can be found in the “Guide on the fuel economy, CO2 emissions and power consumption of all 
new passenger car models,” which is available free of charge at all sales dealerships and from DAT Deutsche 
Automobil Treuhand GmbH, Hellmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, Germany 
(www.dat.de). 


