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Ekström wins next trophy with Audi and EKS  
 
• Mattias Ekström finishes second in World RX in Riga 
• All four Audi S1 EKS RX quattro reach the semi-final 
• Audi DTM driver Nico Müller in the final in only his second World RX start 
 
Riga/Neuburg, September 17, 2017 – Mattias Ekström has won the next trophy in the FIA 
World Rallycross Championship. At the tenth round of the season in Riga, the Swede finished 
second and was only beaten by his compatriot Johan Kristoffersson. The Volkswagen driver 
was crowned 2017 FIA World Rallycross Champion in Latvia with two rounds to spare and 
therefore succeeds Ekström, who is currently third overall. Kristofferson’s PSRX Volkswagen 
Sweden squad also secured the teams’ championship two races before the end of the season – 
EKS is third in this classification.  
 

On the challenging track in the Latvian capital, the drivers had to deal with constantly changing 
conditions yet again. After sunshine on Saturday morning the heavens opened. On Sunday the 

track dried out very slowly before it started to rain lightly again just before the final. “Despite 
the changing weather conditions, it was a really good weekend for us,” said Ekström. “For the 

first time we had four cars in the semi-final and my second place. I’m especially pleased for Nico 
who made the final in only his second event.”  

 
Audi DTM driver Müller beamed with joy after the final: “I’m mega happy,” summarized the 

Swiss. “It was fantastic to start in the final with Mattias. A big thank you to the entire team for 
the support.” Local matador Reinis Nitišs missed making the final in front of his home crowd. 

Nevertheless the Latvian drew a positive upshot: “On the whole it was a good weekend. 
Unfortunately, I lost a little ground after the start in the semi-final, but it is always a special 

feeling to race in front of your own fans. I think we were a great advert for the World Rallycross 
Championship.”  

 
Toomas Heikkinen’s weekend did not end as planned. After the first day, the Finn held the lead in 

the classification and justifiably hoped to finish well up the field. However, in the semi-final a 
driveshaft broke. “Unfortunately you can’t turn the clocks back. Now I have to look to the 

future,” said Heikkinen. In just two weeks the 26-year old has the chance to strike back. The 
eleventh of twelve world championship rounds is held at the Estering close to Buxtehude on 

September 30 and October 1. 
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FIA World Rallycross Championship 2017 – round 10, Riga – Result Final 
 
1 Johan Kristoffersson (S) 5m 06.673s  

2 Mattias Ekström (S) +2.365s  
3 Sébastien Loeb (F)  +3.919s 

4 Andreas Bakkerud (N) +4.534s 
5 Janis Baumanis (LV)  +10.053s 

6 Nico Müller (CH)  +20.976s 
 

Drivers’ standings FIA World Rallycross Championship 2017 (after 10 of 12 races) 
 

1 Johan Kristoffersson (S) 271 points (World Champion 2017) 
2 Petter Solberg (N)  209 points  

3 Mattias Ekström (S) 204 points 
4 Sébastien Loeb (F)  194 points 

5 Andreas Bakkerud (N) 165 points 
: 

7 Toomas Heikkinen (FIN) 99 points 
14 Reinis Nitišs (LV)  64 points 
 
Team standings FIA World Rallycross Championship 2017 (after 10 of 12 races) 
 
1 PSRX Volkswagen Sweden 480 points (World Champions 2017) 
2 Team Peugeot Hansen 346 points 
3 EKS    303 points 
4 Hoonigan Racing Division 263 points 
 

Further information and contents  
 
• Info about Audi’s World RX commitment 
• Results and points standings 

• Photos 
 

– End – 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. 
(Bologna, Italy).  

In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016 fiscal 
year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At present, 
approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them in 
Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility. 


