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DTM: Audi faces ‘heavy’ task in Russia 
 

• Touring car racing series visits Moscow Raceway 
• Leader of the standings Ekström with strong Moscow tally 
 
Ingolstadt, August 24, 2015 – Audi driver Mattias Ekström is aiming for the top 
step of the podium in the DTM races at Moscow: With a victory at the Red Bull 
Ring, the Swede had taken the lead in the Championship at the end of July. Now, 
the Russian round of the internationally popular touring car racing series is on the 
agenda.  
 
In the DTM’s Russian premiere at Moscow Raceway, the Swede, in second place, 

completed a commanding Audi one-two win in the 2013 season. Last year, Ekström 
was on podium again at Moscow, having advanced to third place after starting from 

position eleven on the grid. “So, actually, the only thing that’s still missing is a 
victory,” the leader of the DTM standings feels – knowing full well that this will be 

no mean feat because the Audi RS 5 DTM cars, following their success at Spielberg, 
will be the heaviest cars in the field yet again this season.   

 
Mattias Ekström is expecting to have chances at the 3.931-kilometer Moscow 

Raceway in spite of the high weight. “I had the heaviest car in the field at Spielberg 
too and actually shouldn’t have been able to win there,” he says. “We simply need to 

do the best job again. In that case, anything’s possible. Every point counts. This 
year, the title will be clinched by the driver that manages to score good results even 

with a lot of weight.”  
 

“This will be a really tough nut to crack,” Dieter Gass believes. The Head of DTM at 
Audi Sport was absent due to illness most recently at Spielberg and is returning to 

the command post in Russia. “We’ve won at Moscow Raceway before but 
experienced a pretty difficult race last year. Our aim is another victory.” 

 
Two other Audi drivers – Edoardo Mortara (Italy) and Jamie Green (Great Britain) – 

are in the top four of the drivers’ classification, which gives them good prospects in 
the battle for the title. Mortara clinched 40 of 50 possible points at Spielberg and 

would like to continue his performance at Moscow Raceway. Green most recently 

Communications Motorsport 
Daniel Schuster 
Tel: +49 841 89-38009 
E-mail: daniel2.schuster@audi.de  
www.audi-mediacenter.com 
 
 
 
 

 



 

2/2  

went home without points five consecutive times and is set on finally ending his 

string of misfortune.   
 

Between Spielberg and Moscow, the activities of the three candidates for the title 
differed a lot from each other. Mattias Ekström competed in two rounds of the 

World Rallycross Championship in Canada and Norway with his own team. Edoardo 
Mortara had the opportunity to ride on a Red Bull stunt plane in Austria which 

meant fulfilling a dream of his. Jamie Green honed his German language skills in an 
intensive course at the Audi Academy in Ingolstadt.  

 
Next weekend, they will meet again in Moscow. While the drivers will be 

conveniently traveling by air, the trucks of the teams had to cover the near-2,500-
kilometer distance as a convoy – which put an extreme strain on the people and 

equipment as some of the roads were rough to travel on. 
 

Moscow Raceway is about an hour and a half’s drive from Moscow’s city center. A 
long straight before the start and finish on which the drivers reach speeds of more 

than 240 km/h before braking is one of the special characteristics of the track. This 
is where most of the overtaking maneuvers normally take place. 

 
The first of the two races at Moscow Raceway will start on Saturday at 16.33, local 

time (from approx. 15.20, CEST, live on ‘Das Erste’), the second race will start on 
Sunday at 16.13 (from 15.00, CEST, live on ‘Das Erste’). Additional live streaming 

will be available at www.dtm.com/live, www.sportschau.de and www.bild.de. 
 

Hashtags: #AudiSport #DTM #welcomechallenges #DTMMoscow 
 
– End – 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2014, the Audi Group delivered approximately 1,741,100 cars of the Audi brand to its customers. The 
company achieved revenue of €53.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.15 billion in 2014. Audi 
operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm 
(Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), 
Aurangabad (India), Changchun and Foshan (China) as well as Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with the 
Four Rings will start producing cars in Curitiba (Brazil) this year and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. 
Wholly owned subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), 
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and sports motorcycle manufacturer 
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The company currently employs approximately 
80,000 people worldwide, thereof around 58,000 in Germany. Total investment of about €24 billion is 
planned from 2015 to 2019 – primarily in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi is committed 
to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of sustainability for its products and 
processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


