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DTM at Lausitz: Audi is arriving as title 
defender and last year’s race winner 
 
 Second race of the new DTM era just one week after opening round 
 Extremely short preparation time for the teams  
 142,000 spectators turned out for season opener last Sunday 

 
Ingolstadt/Klettwitz, April 30, 2012 – English week in the DTM: Only seven days 
after the brilliant season opener at the Hockenheimring the most popular 
international touring car series is visiting the Lausitzring, 130 kilometers south of 
Berlin. Audi is traveling to East Germany as the title defender and last year’s 
winner. 
 
The beginning of the new DTM era last weekend sparked the desire for more. The 
prestige competition between the three German premium manufacturers Audi, 

BMW and Mercedes-Benz with their spectacular coupes is promising to become a 
real hit. 142,000 spectators witnessed the premiere at the Hockenheimring, 1.28 

million watched the live ARD broadcast which offered variety galore: fierce duels, 
collisions and three brands battling each other on an equal footing. 

 
Title defender Audi with the new A5 DTM clinched the first pole position in the new 

DTM era and a podium result on race day with the two-time DTM Champion Mattias 
Ekström. The Swede calls the Lausitzring one of the tracks he is most familiar with 

and on which he has won as many as two DTM races: in 2004, the debut year of the 
A4 DTM, and a year later after a memorable duel with Hockenheim winner Gary 

Paffett.  
 

Audi is not only arriving as the title defender at Lausitz but also as last year’s winner. 
In 2011, Martin Tomczyk and Timo Scheider gave the brand with the four rings a 

one-two victory at the Lausitzring. For Tomczyk, this marked an important step 
toward the champion’s title. The squad led by Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. 

Wolfgang Ullrich is aiming to continue this success on the first weekend in May. 
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After the Hockenheim season opener, the teams have only a short time to prepare 

the cars for the race at the Lausitzring. A large part of the squad is traveling from 
Hockenheim directly to Lausitz on Tuesday. The first free practice session on Friday 

will mainly be about working out an optimal set-up based on the wealth of data 
gathered at Hockenheim for the race on Sunday that starts at 2 p.m. – presumably in 

front of a similarly impressive crowd as last Sunday.  
 

As usual, ARD will broadcast the qualifying session and the race live on “Das Erste.” 
Tickets for all DTM races are available at the Audi Ticket Shop on the internet at 

www.audi.de/dtm.  
 

Quotes by the officials 
 

Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “The Lausitzring has completely 
different characteristics than the Hockenheimring, so the cards will be reshuffled. 

We’ve got to find out now why we weren’t able to put our strong qualifying 
performance on track in the race at Hockenheim. We’re going to work on that in the 

next few days in order to further improve our competitiveness at the Lausitzring on 
Sunday.” 

 
Hans-Jürgen Abt (Team Director Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline): “The race at the 

Lausitzring is a very special one for us, as we’ve only got three days for preparing the 
cars. To top it off, we were the victims of several attacks at Hockenheim and have 

now got a lot of repair work to do. But the whole squad is highly motivated. We’re 
traveling to the next race as the best Audi team and with Mattias ranking in third 

place of the standings. We’re going to do everything we can to strike back as quickly 
as possible.” 

 
Ernst Moser (Team Director Audi Sport Team Phoenix): “There’s just enough time 

to take one deep breath, analyze performance and check the cars from A to Z. Ever 
since our victory last year, the Lausitzring has been one of our favorite tracks. Now 

we’re going to attack with Rocky (Mike Rockenfeller) and Miguel (Molina).” 
 

Arno Zensen (Team Director Audi Sport Team Rosberg): “We were running well at 
Hockenheim in practice, qualifying and in the race but had some problems with our 

pit stops. We identified these issues and are going to work on them during the short 
time that’s left before the next race. That’s why I’m confident that we’ll be able to 

continue our past successes there.” 
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Facts and quotes by the Audi drivers 
 
Filipe Albuquerque (26/P), TV Movie Audi A5 DTM #22 (Audi Sport Team 
Rosberg) 
 Scored his first DTM point last year at Lausitz 

 Pushed forward into the points at Hockenheim from grid position 14 
“I really like the Lausitzring. I handle the track well and scored my first points there. 

At Hockenheim, the whole squad and I learned a lot about our new Audi A5 DTM. 
I’m optimistic for the next race and want to finish in the points again. At 

Hockenheim, we saw that we’ve got the potential for top positions.” 
 

Mattias Ekström (33/S), Red Bull Audi A5 DTM #3 (Audi Sport Team Abt 
Sportsline) 
 Has won twice before at the Lausitzring  
 Clinched the first pole position and the first podium result of the new Audi A5 

DTM at Hockenheim 
“There’s no other race track in Germany that I’ve spent more time at than at the 

Lausitzring. So, I know the circuit inside and out. I have a lot of respect for the 
competition and know that we need to improve in the race. So, let’s grab the bull by 

the horns and try and change tack.”  
 

Rahel Frey (26/CH), E-POSTBRIEF Audi A5 DTM #17 (Audi Sport Team Abt) 
 Celebrated her debut with Audi Sport Team Abt at Hockenheim  

 Lost 13th place shortly before race end due to spinning 
“The Lausitzring is not exactly regarded as an Audi track. So, I’m particularly 

motivated to change this.”  
 

Miguel Molina (23/E), Red Bull Audi A5 DTM #10 (Audi Sport Team Phoenix) 
 Scored two points at Hockenheim in his first race for Audi Sport Team Phoenix  

 Pushed forward to ninth place after starting from P17 at Hockenheim 
“In the past few years we were often struggling at the Lausitzring but we’re 

traveling there with confidence nonetheless. We’re going to work hard on further 
improving the good race pace we showed after a fair to middling qualifying session 

at Hockenheim and to further improve our understanding of the car.” 
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Edoardo Mortara (25/I/F), Playboy Audi A5 DTM #21 (Audi Sport Team Rosberg) 
 Started from the second row of the grid on the Audi A5 DTM’s debut 
 Lost the chance for a top-five result at Hockenheim due to a drive-through 

penalty 
“At Hockenheim, we showed that we’re among the front runners in the field but 

were slowed by a few problems. We’re going to resolve these before the next race 
and I’m very optimistic that we’ll be in contention again in the top five at Lausitz.” 

 
Mike Rockenfeller (28/D), Schaeffler Audi A5 DTM #9 (Audi Sport Team Phoenix) 
 Had to skip the race at the Lausitzring in 2011 
 Barely missed Q4 at Hockenheim 

“In view of this short break it’s important that my car came out of Hockenheim 
undamaged. So, we can concentrate on analyzing all the data and on perfectly 

preparing ourselves. Last year, I was forced to skip Lausitz due to my Le Mans 
accident. Now I want to return successfully.” 

 
Timo Scheider (33/D), AUTO TEST Audi A5 DTM #4 (Audi Sport Team Abt 
Sportsline) 
 Was struck by major misfortune at the Hockenheim season opener 

 Advanced from ninth to second place at Lausitz in 2011 
“In 2011, I had a thrilling weekend at the Lausitzring. I only started from P9 on the 

grid but had a fantastic set-up in the car and advanced to second place with it. So, a 
podium finish is again my goal this year. But we know that this’ll be hard work.” 

 
Adrien Tambay (F/21), Audi ultra A5 DTM #18 (Audi Sport Team Abt)  

 Made his DTM debut at Hockenheim under the eyes of his father Patrick Tambay 
 At the age of 21, is the youngest Audi DTM driver 

“I’m happy to be sitting in the car again as early as next week since I didn’t even 
have the chance to work up a sweat at Hockenheim due to my early retirement. We 

know what we’ve got to work on to improve our speed. And that’s what we’re going 
to do.”  

 
The Audi drivers in the 2012 DTM 
 
Filipe Albuquerque (P): * Jun 13, 1985 in Coimbra (P); residence: Coimbra (P); 

single; height: 1.74 m; weight: 64 kg; Audi driver since 2011; DTM races: 11; pole 
positions: 0; victories: 0 (best result: 2nd place); fastest laps: 0; points: 10; DTM 

titles: 0; best result, DTM Lausitzring: 8th 
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Mattias Ekström (S): * Jul 14, 1978 in Falun (S); residence: Salenstein (CH); single 

(partner Heidi), one son (Mats); height: 1.83 m; weight: 77 kg; Audi driver since 
1999; DTM races: 115; pole positions: 19; victories: 17; fastest laps: 12; points: 

549; DTM titles: 2 (2004, 2007); best result, DTM Lausitzring: 1st 
 

Rahel Frey (CH): * Feb 23, 1986 in Niederbipp (CH); residence: Aedermannsdorf 
(CH); single; height: 1.63 m; weight: 50 kg; Audi driver since 2011; DTM races: 11; 

pole positions: 0; victories: 0 (best result: 12th place); fastest laps: 0; points: 0; 
DTM titles: 0; best result, DTM Lausitzring: 15th 

 
Miguel Molina (E): * Feb 17, 1989 in Girona (E); residence: Lloret de Mar (E); single; 

height: 1.75 m; weight: 62 kg; Audi driver since 2010; DTM races: 22; pole 
positions: 2; victories: 0 (best result: 3rd place); fastest laps: 1; points: 28; DTM 

titles: 0; best result, DTM Lausitzring : 13th 
 

Edoardo Mortara (I/F): * Jan 12, 1987 in Geneva (CH); residence: Geneva (CH); 
single; height: 1.82 m; weight: 75 kg; Audi driver since 2011; DTM races: 11; pole 

positions: 0; victories: 0 (best result: 3rd place); fastest laps: 0; points: 21; DTM 
titles: 0; best result, DTM Lausitzring: – 

 
Mike Rockenfeller (D): * Oct 31, 1983 in Neuwied (D); residence: Altnau (CH); single 

(partner Susanne); height: 1.75 m; weight: 67 kg; Audi driver since 2007; DTM 
races: 52; pole positions: 1; victories: 1; fastest laps: 2; points: 84; DTM titles: 0; 

best result, DTM Lausitzring: 5th 
 

Timo Scheider (D): * Nov 10, 1978 in Lahnstein (D); residence: Lochau (A); single 
(partner Jessica), one son (Loris); height: 1.78 m; weight: 74 kg; Audi driver since 

2006; DTM races: 120; pole positions: 9; victories: 6; fastest laps: 8; points: 354; 
DTM titles: 2 (2008, 2009); best result, DTM Lausitzring: 2nd 

 
Adrien Tambay (F): * Feb 25, 1991 in Paris (F); residence: Aix-en-Provence (F); 

single; height: 1.81 m; weight: 69 kg; Audi driver since 2012; DTM races: 1; pole 
positions: 0; victories: 0; fastest laps: 0; points: 0; DTM titles: 0; best result, DTM 

Lausitzring: – 
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DTM drivers’ standings after 1 of 10 rounds 
  1 Gary Paffett (Mercedes-Benz)   25 points 
  2 Jamie Green (Mercedes-Benz)   18 points 

  3 Mattias Ekström (Audi)    15 points 
  4 Christian Vietoris (Mercedes-Benz)   12 points 

  5 Mike Rockenfeller (Audi)    10 points 
  6 Andy Priaulx (BMW)       8 points 

  7 Ralf Schumacher (Mercedes-Benz)        6 points 
  8 David Coulthard (Mercedes-Benz)       4 points 

  9 Miguel Molina (Audi)          2 points 
10 Filipe Albuquerque (Audi)          1 point 
 
DTM manufacturers’ standings 
  1 Mercedes-Benz     65 points 
  2 Audi      28 points 
  3 BMW         8 points 
 

DTM team standings 
  1 THOMAS SZABO/Mercedes-Benz Bank AMG 37 points 

  2 Mercedes AMG     24 points 
  3 Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline   15 points 
  4 Audi Sport Team Phoenix    12 points 
  5 BMW Team RBM        8 points 

  6 DHL Paket / stern Mercedes AMG      4 points 
  7 Audi Sport Team Rosberg       1 point  
 
Audi DTM statistics 
 
Champion’s titles: 8 (in 15 years) 

Victories: 61 (in 195 races) 
Pole positions: 65 (in 160 qualifying sessions) 

Fastest laps: 53 (in 195 races) 
 

All Lausitzring winners since 2001 
 

2001 Peter Dumbreck (Mercedes-Benz) 
2002 Bernd Schneider (Mercedes-Benz) 

2003 Bernd Schneider (Mercedes-Benz) 
2004 Mattias Ekström (Audi) 
2005 (1) Gary Paffett (Mercedes-Benz) 
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2005 (2) Mattias Ekström (Audi) 
2006 Bernd Schneider (Mercedes-Benz) 
2007 Mika Häkkinen (Mercedes-Benz) 

2008 Paul Di Resta (Mercedes-Benz) 
2009 Gary Paffett (Mercedes-Benz) 

2010 Bruno Spengler (Mercedes-Benz) 
2011 Martin Tomczyk (Audi) 
 
2011 flashback: first Audi victory since 2005 
 
Victory at the Lausitzring! Audi had to wait for this headline for six years. In 2011, 

the time had finally come. In front of 63,000 spectators (throughout the weekend) 
Martin Tomczyk and Timo Scheider clinched a one-two Audi victory. With his second 

consecutive win Martin Tomczyk took the lead of the DTM standings as well. Timo 
Scheider perfected the triumph of the Audi A4 DTM by finishing as the runner-up.  

 
Track info 
 
Track length: 3.478 km 

Race distance: 52 laps = 180.856 km 
DTM track record in qualifying: Paul Di Resta (Mercedes-Benz), 1m 17.628s = 

161.292 km/h (May 17, 2008) 
DTM track record in the race: Paul Di Resta (Mercedes-Benz), 1m 18.938s = 158.616 

km/h (May 18, 2008) 
Pole position 2011: Bruno Spengler (Mercedes-Benz), 1m 19.119s = 158.253 km/h 

Fastest lap 2011: Timo Scheider (Audi), 1m 20.160s = 155.198 km/h 
Turnout 2011: 63,000 (throughout the weekend) 

TV live rating 2011: 1.98 million, 12.5 % market share (source: ARD) 
 

Timo Scheider about the Lausitzring: “On this track you need a vehicle with good 
technical and aerodynamic functionality because the Lausitzring has fast and slow 

corners. Turn 1 offers particularly good opportunities for overtaking. You’ve got to 
take advantage of the slipstream after the long straight. Another opportunity exists 

in turn 5 as you’re entering the short circuit version. The track there is wide and you 
have a lot of room. The smooth tarmac that offers only little grip is typical for the 

Lausitzring. I like this modern facility. Especially when you leave the pits for the first 
time the setting with the high stands is very impressive. The stands by the way are 

perfect for the fans too, as the spectators practically have a view of the entire 
circuit.” 
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Timetable 
 
Friday, May 4 
09:45–10:15  Roll-out 
10:15–10:20  Starting practice 

13:20–15:00  Free practice 1 
 

Saturday, May 5 
09:15–10:55  Free practice 2 

13:40–14:50  Qualifying 
 

Sunday, May 6 
10:20–10:50  Warm-up 

14:00   Race  
 

TV schedule (“Das Erste” live) 
 
Saturday, May 5 
13:35–15:00  Qualifying 

 
Sunday, May 6 
13:45–15:30  Race  
 

– End – 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011 the Company 
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt 
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is 
built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4 
and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 
has been running since May 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 
has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets 
worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili 
Lamborghini S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. in Brussels (Belgium) and 
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Subject to a positive decision by the responsible competition authorities, the 
Italian sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. will also belong to the Audi Group. 
Audi currently employs around 64,000 people worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. Between 
2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new 
products and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead 
embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) 
and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 and in Mexico in 2016. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility.    


