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Digital and sustainable: Audi forges ahead with 

construction of its new EV factory in China 

Changchun, November 15, 2023 – Construction of Audi FAW NEV Company in Changchun, 

China, is advancing according to plan. In June 2022, the joint company of brand with the four 

rings and its Chinese partner FAW (First Automotive Works) laid the cornerstone for the new 

production site. The factory exclusively produces all-electric Audi models. With its state-of-

the-art facility, the company aims to set new standards in digitalization, efficiency, and 

sustainability.  

Helmut Stettner, CEO of Audi FAW NEV Company Ltd.: “Audi FAW NEV Company assumes a 

central role in Audi’s electrification strategy for China. It is the first Audi plant in China to 

exclusively produce all-electric vehicles. We are also establishing a comprehensive industrial 

ecosystem centered around our new plant in Changchun. It will drive improvements throughout 

the supply chain and advance the region’s economic development.” 

Milestones achieved and next steps 

• March 2021: Audi and FAW Group establish Audi FAW NEV Company in Changchun as the 

first joint company in China in which Audi holds a majority stake.  

• June 2022: Audi FAW NEV Company begins construction of the new production site. 

Twenty buildings are to be built on the grounds. 

• November 2022: The roofing ceremony marks the successful completion of the building 

shells. 

• September 2023: Audi FAW NEV Company opens the Test Center Changchun, one of the 

most advanced Audi testing centers worldwide. It offers the capacity for the simultaneous 

operation of up to 70 test vehicles. 

• End of 2023: The company aims to complete the construction of the factory and the 

installation of all production facilities, including a total of around 1,000 robots, an 

automated high-bay warehouse, heavy-duty machine presses, and camera-based 

monitoring systems.  

• 2024: Personnel will move into the new facilities. The production steps are tested in detail 

and prepared for series production. 

• End of 2024: Series production of the first all-electric models based on the Premium 

Platform Electric (PPE) is scheduled to commence. 

• Spring 2025: The market launch of the first fully electric Audi model built at the new 

production site is planned for the beginning of 2025. 
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Overview: plant, products, and employees  

• The new plant covers an area of around 154 hectares – making it slightly larger than the 

Audi plant in Neckarsulm. 

• The plant can produce up to 150,000 fully electric Audi models based on the PPE for the 

Chinese market annually. 

• Production will start with three models from the Audi A6 e-tron and Q6 e-tron series. 

• Production will encompass the entire automotive production value chain, from press shop, 

body shop, and paint shop to assembly.  

• The site will also include a battery assembly facility where high-voltage batteries for the 

China-specific PPE models are produced.  

• To keep logistics distances short, a large proportion of suppliers will be established within 

30 kilometers of the company. One measure to this end is the development of an exclusive 

supplier park next to the factory.  

• Audi FAW NEV Company will attract and foster international talent: When production 

commences, around 3,000 employees of various nationalities will work at the new plant. 

• Board of Management Audi FAW NEV Company: Helmut Stettner (CEO), Harald Sprehe 

(Procurement and IT), Sabine Moch (Finance and Compliance), Wang Kaiyu (Production 

and Logistics), Gao Kun (Human Resources and Organization). 

Digital construction and operation 

• From the start, Audi has designed and planned the production facilities using digital 

methods and tools, including digital twins and 3D technology. This way, detailed 

requirements for workshops, production lines, and other infrastructure could be 

considered at an early design stage. 

• International collaboration thanks to VR technology: Construction experts from Ingolstadt 

are able to visit the construction site virtually and discuss the current state of construction 

in real time with their colleagues in China thanks to virtual reality. 

• In a first for the Volkswagen Group, all maintenance, logistics, and manufacturing 

processes at one site will be interconnected via a single IT architecture.  

• Millions of data points will be integrated and shared on a central control platform. 

Intelligent fault detection, real-time monitoring, and prediction algorithms make 

production more reliable. 

Sustainable and efficient technologies  

• With its global environmental program “Mission:Zero”, Audi is committed to 

decarbonization, responsible water use, resource efficiency, and biodiversity – also at the 

new plant in Changchun.  

• Audi FAW NEV Company utilizes energy-efficient and sustainable technologies in all 

production areas. The company also continuously monitors the efficiency of all equipment.  
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• The production site uses 100 percent green energy with the goal of achieving net carbon 

neutral production1. Covering an area of 350,000 square meters, rooftop solar panels on 

the production buildings generate 35 million kilowatt hours of electricity annually.  

• Audi FAW NEV Company has a closed water cycle. Wastewater is recycled and reintroduced 

to the water cycle through a water management system. Planted areas inside the factory 

grounds contribute to biodiversity. 
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The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium 
and luxury segment. The brands Audi, Bentley, Lamborghini, and Ducati produce at 21 locations in 12 
countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide. 

In 2022, the Audi Group delivered 1.61 million Audi vehicles, 15,174 Bentley vehicles, 9,233 Lamborghini 
vehicles, and 61,562 Ducati motorcycles to customers. In the 2022 fiscal year, AUDI Group achieved a total 
revenue of €61.8 billion and an operating profit of €7.6 billion. Worldwide, more than 87,000 people worked 
for the Audi Group in 2022, over 54,000 of them at AUDI AG in Germany. With its attractive brands, new 
models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group is systematically pursuing its 
path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility. 

 
__________________________________ 
 
1 Audi regards net carbon neutrality as a state in which, following the exhaustion of other possible measures 
aimed at reducing the still remaining CO₂ emissions caused by the products or activities of Audi and/or currently 
unavoidable CO₂ emissions within the scope of the supply chain, manufacturing and recycling of Audi vehicles, at 
least quantitative compensation is provided through voluntary and globally conducted compensation projects. 
Throughout the utilization phase of a vehicle, meaning from when a vehicle is delivered to a customer, CO₂ 
emissions produced are not taken into account. 
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