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Nuremberg, 22 June 2007

Motorsport

Christian Abt to end his DTM career

e Last DTM race at Hockenheim on 14 October
e Decision matured last winter
e Audi factory driver intends to stay active in motorsport

Christian Abt will end his DTM career on 14 October at the close of the AUDI AG

2007 season. The Audi factory driver announced this decision on Friday 52&??&32?32&
during a press conference at the Norisring race. “For me, the DTM is the wandieom
greatest racing series in the world,” stated the 40-year-old driver. “That’s

why I’ve always planned to step down while I’'m still going strong rather

than waiting until people start writing me off behind my back. Although this

departure is difficult, I’m leaving with my head held high, strong and happy

because I’ve achieved my goals in any situation. And most of all I’ll be

taking lots of good memories with me.”

Head of Audi Motorsport Dr Wolfgang Ullrich expressed great respect for
the decision of his protégé of many years: “Such a step is never easy for a
racer, which makes it all the more remarkable. Christian has been contesting
races with Audi vehicles since 1994. Since then, we’ve spent many race
weekends together, and he became a friend over the years. On account of
his training in AUDI AG’s Technical Development and due to his company
back home he has always had particularly close ties to Audi — and this will,
no doubt, continue to be the case in future. The entire Audi squad will do
everything within their means to ensure that Christian Abt, the racer, will be
able to leave the DTM with great results and the best of memories.”

The decision to end his DTM career at the end of the season matured with
Christian Abt as early as last winter — as well as the idea to announce his
decision at the time of his favourite race. “Norisring has always been a
special circuit for me, that’s why I chose to make my announcement here,”
commented the Bavarian. “Finishing the Norisring race in second place in
2005 was a special highlight in my career.”
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At that time, Christian Abt, in an A4 DTM from the previous year, was the
best Audi driver. Another highlight was the race at Zandvoort in 2001
where, after a nail-biting duel with Uwe Alzen, he barely missed claiming
victory.

“I’ve been with the DTM since its launch in 2000 and have spent the
greatest time of my racing career during the past eight years,” said Christian
Abt, who has consistently put himself at the service of his team. “The first

victories and Laurent Aiello’s title win were unigue moments for me and a
AUDI AG

lot more important than wins of my own. | know what part 1’ve had in these Kommunikation
exploits. I’m equally proud of having been able to celebrate another title S

with Mattias (Ekstrom) in 2004. Motorsport — particularly in the DTM — is
always teamwork and that’s exactly how Audi ‘lives’ the spirit of
teamwork.”

The German Supertouring Car Champion of the year 1999 will not quit
racing entirely, however: “I’ve got a few ideas in mind but it’s too early to
talk about them. All I can say to the community is that they will continue to
see me in motorsport.”

For his remaining time in the DTM, Christian Abt is pursuing one major
goal: “I’m going to give everything to see an Audi driver finish the season
as the DTM Champion again. It would be great to combine my DTM
farewell with the Championship party...”

Communication Motorsport
Telephone +49 (0)841 89 34200, Telefax +49 (0)841 89 38617
E-Mail motorsport-media@audi.de

Photographs, sound bites and additional information available on the Internet:
www.audi-motorsport.info (accreditation necessary)
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Profile

Audi factory driver Christian Abt (D)

Date/place of birth: 8 May 1967/Kempten (D)
Place of residence: Kempten (D)
Status: single (partner Sandra), one daughter (Nina)
Motorsport since: 1983 (Audi driver since 1998)
Career
1983  1stin German Motocross Championship (50 cc class) llicL)Jr‘?w:'nAanikation
1986  1stin German OMK Motocross Trophy (125 cc south) 85045 Ingolstadt
1987  1stin German OMK Motocross Trophy (125 cc south) wwaudicom
1988  1stin German OMK Motocross Trophy (125 cc south)
1990  1stin ADAC Formula school
1991  1stin ADAC Formula Junior Championship
1992  1stin B-Cup German Formula 3 Championship
1993  6th in German Formula 3 Championship,
6th in Formula 3 Grand Prix Macau
1994  8th in German Formula 3 Championship, 8th in ADAC GT Cup
1995  15th in German Formula 3 Championship, 15th in ADAC GT Cup
1996  1stin "independent” classification in German Super Touring Car Cup (Audi A4
quattro), 4th in German Super Touring Car Cup,
2nd in Super Touring Car Rainbow Cup South Africa
1997  2nd in Nlrburgring 24 Hour race, 13th in German Super Touring Car Cup
(Audi A4 quattro)
1998  12th in German Super Touring Car Championship (Audi A4)
1999  1stin German Super Touring Car Championship (Audi A4
quattro), Le Mans 24 Hour race (Audi R8C), 3rd in class of Nirburgring 24 Hour
race (Audi A4 quattro)
2000  3rdin Le Mans 24 Hour race (Audi R8), 19th in DTM (Abt-Audi TT-R)
2001  10th in DTM (Abt-Audi TT-R)
2002  7thin DTM (Abt-Audi TT-R)
2003  12th in DTM (Abt-Audi TT-R),
2nd in Nirburgring 24 Hour race (Abt-Audi TT-R)
2004  16th in DTM (Audi A4 DTM)
2005  9th in DTM (Audi A4 DTM)
2006  13thin DTM (Audi A4 DTM)
2007 DTM (Audi A4 DTM)

www.christianabt.de
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