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Brilliant debut for the new Audi A5 DTM

* Mattias Ekstrom takes top spot on the grid at DTM opening round
* Three Audi A5 DTM cars in the top five
* All three Audi factory teams on the three front rows

Ingolstadt/Hockenheim, April 28, 2012 - A brilliant and impressive debut for the
new Audi A5 DTM: Exactly 274 days after the roll-out of the new DTM vehicle
based on the A5 Coupé Mattias Ekstrom (Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) took
the pole position at the season opener at Hockenheim in front of Jamie Green
(Mercedes-Benz) and Dirk Werner (BMW). Title defender Audi is thus starting into
the new DTM era from the top spot on the grid.

Audi, BMW and Mercedes-Benz presented themselves on an equal footing in the
first qualifying event of the new DTM right from the first minute on. Accordingly,
the three premium manufacturers delivered a thrilling battle for the top positions
on the grid which FIA President Jean Todt watched on location as well. In the crucial
qualifying segment (Q4) Mattias Ekstrom prevailed. As temperatures kept rising and
grip level was degrading, he clinched the pole position on used tires with a lead of
more than two tenths of a second - marking the 19" pole in total in his DTM career
and the 65" for Audi.

“I couldn’t have wished for a better start into the new DTM,” jubilated the Swede
who, after 2005 and 2009, achieved the best position on the grid at the DTM opener
at Hockenheim for the third time. “The first pole position for the A5 DTM on its
debut - that’s simply superb! Audi Sport has built a fantastic car. We worked hard
and did our homework - that paid off today. This pole belongs to everyone in Audi
Sport Team Abt Sportsline. The warmer it became the less grip the track had. That
was incredible fun for me. The fact that it was so warm today suited me well.”

A driver of each of the other two Audi factory teams - the Italian Edoardo Mortara
(Audi Sport Team Rosberg) and the German Mike Rockenfeller (Audi Sport Team
Phoenix) - managed the leap into the top five as well. In Q4, Edoardo Mortara drove
the third-best time but it was retroactively canceled because the Italian had crossed
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a blocked areain turn 1. Mike Rockenfeller in fifth place merely missed Q4 by 69
thousandths of a second.

The two-time DTM Champion Timo Scheider (Germany) is starting into the race on
Sunday (broadcast live from 13:40 on “Das Erste”) from position eight. The only 21-
year-old Frenchman Adrien Tambay managed an impressive debut by clinching grid
position twelve. Filipe Albuquerque, Miguel Molina and Rahel Frey are starting from
positions 14, 17 and 22.

“This was an incredibly exciting first qualifying event in the new DTM era,” said Head
of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “All three manufacturers are on an equal
footing right from the beginning, only details are decisive. This is exactly what the
fans want. Naturally, it's great and a reward for the hard labor of the past few
months that we clinched the first pole position in the new DTM era with the new
Audi A5 DTM and that three of our cars are in the top five. The whole squad
performed an almost super-human feat in order to put eight new cars on the grid
here. Thank you very much for that! Now we’re all very eager to see the first race in
front of such a fantastic crowd!”

Yet before the eagerly awaited race on Sunday, Audi is offering a special treat. On
Saturday night, cult sports presenter Waldemar Hartmann together with comedian
Matze Knop will provide commentaries on the qualifying action at “Waldi’s DTM

Club” at the Audi Team & Media Hospitality at Hockenheim.

-End -
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The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011 the Company
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Gyér (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is
built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4
and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi Al
has been running since May 2010, while production of the new Al Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3
has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets
worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili
Lamborghini S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. in Brussels (Belgium) and
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Subject to a positive decision by the responsible competition authorities, the
Italian sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. will also belong to the Audi Group.
Audi currently employs around 64,000 people worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. Between
2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion - mainly in new
products and the extension of production capacities - in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead
embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently expanding its site in Gy6r (Hungary)
and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 and in Mexico in 2016.

Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels - with the aim of making the future
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal - comprehensive CO,-
neutral mobility.
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