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Both Audi cars on third row at Le Mans 
 
• Difficult conditions on both qualifying days  
• Better weather forecast for the race weekend  
• Hollywood star Jason Statham keeps his fingers crossed for Audi 
 

Ingolstadt/Le Mans, June 17, 2016 – The two Audi R18 cars of Audi Sport Team 
Joest are going to tackle the 2016 Le Mans 24 Hours from the third row. 
Changeable weather made for difficult conditions on both qualifying days and a 
grid of little indicative value.    
 
Partially heavy rain impaired the work of the teams on Wednesday and Thursday. 

Free practice was interrupted several times and the battle for the best grid positions 
was marked by numerous yellow flags, slow zones and plenty of rain.   

 
“In these conditions, it was extremely difficult to work out a perfect set-up for the 

race,” said Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “But that applies to our 
competitors as well. We now have to make the best of the data and the information 

from our drivers.”  
 

The battle for the front grid positions was decided right at the beginning of the first 
qualifying session on Wednesday night. At that time, the pit crews were working on 

both Audi R18 cars. André Lotterer subsequently set the fifth-best time of 3m 
22.780s. The “sister car” in position six was only 43 thousandths of a second slower.  

 
For Saturday and Sunday better weather with only little rain has been forecast at Le 

Mans. The 84th running of the iconic French endurance race will be started on 
Saturday at 15:00 CEST by Hollywood actor Brad Pitt. Action star Jason Statham will 

be a guest of Audi Sport at Le Mans this weekend and keeping his fingers crossed for 
the Audi drivers. The TV channel Eurosport will be airing live coverage of the entire 

race starting at 14:15. At www.audi-motorsport.com and in the new Audi Sport 
App, live streaming will be available with on-board footage and telemetry data from 

the two Audi R18 cars.   
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Qualifying results 
 
1 Dumas/Jani/Lieb (Porsche) 3m 19.733s 

2 Bernhard/Hartley/Webber (Porsche) 3m 20.203s 
3 Conway/Kobayashi/Sarrazin (Toyota) 3m 20.737s 

4 Buemi/Davidson/Nakajima (Toyota) 3m 21.903s 
5 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18) 3m 22.780s 

6 di Grassi/Duval/Jarvis (Audi R18) 3m 22.823s 
7 Imperatori/Kraihamer/Tuscher (Rebellion-AER) 3m 26.586s 

8 Heidfeld/Piquet/Prost (Rebellion-AER) 3m 27.348s 
9 Kaffer/Trummer/Webb (CLM-AER) 3m 34.168s 

10 Stevens/Rast/Rusinov (Oreca-Nissan) 3m 36.605s 
 

– End – 
 
 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful 
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in 
more than 100 markets worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. In the 
second half of 2016, the production of the Audi Q5 will start in San José Chiapa (Mexico). 
100-percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), 
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. 
(Bologna, Italy).  

In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to customers approximately 1.8 million automobiles of the 
Audi brand, 3,245 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and about 54,800 motorcycles of the 
Ducati brand. In the 2015 financial year, the Audi Group achieved total revenue of 
€58.4 billion and an operating profit of €4.8 billion. At present, approximately 
85,000 people work for the company all over the world, about 60,000 of them in Germany. 
Audi focuses on new products and sustainable technologies for the future of mobility. 
 


