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Audi with hybrid drive at Le Mans  
for the first time 
 
• ACO and FIA accept AUDI AG entries  
• Four Audi LMP1 sports cars at the 80th running of the 24 hours 
• Conventional drive is further developed  

 
Ingolstadt/Paris, February 2, 2012 – Audi competes in the 80th running of the 
legendary 24 Hours of Le Mans on June 16–17, 2012 with a total of four LMP1 
sports cars. Two of the four cars in action will be equipped with hybrid drive for 
the first time. Audi Sport Team Joest also follows a two-pronged approach in the 
newly created FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) during the 2012 
season.  
 
Following the first win for a TFSI engine (2001) and the historical first triumph for a 
diesel powered car (2006) the brand with the four rings targets yet another 
technical milestone at the world’s most famous and most important endurance 
race. “To develop the hybrid technology for Le Mans is at least as ambitious and 
challenging as our diesel project was in its early stages,” explains Head of Audi 
Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “The first test results are very encouraging and we 
are intrigued to see just how this technology performs in combination with our ultra 
lightweight technology on the race track at Le Mans. As before, we still, however, 
see potential with the conventional drive – just as our colleagues do in production 
development. This is why we are absolutely delighted that the ACO and FIA selection 
committee has accepted our entries and that we can join the grid with four cars at 
the commemorative running of the Le Mans race.”  
 
Audi Sport Team Joest has entered two cars for the new FIA World Endurance 
Championship (WEC). Audi plans to field additional cars at selected races such as 
the 12-hour race at Sebring (USA) and in the 6-hour race at Spa-Francorchamps 
(Belgium) which doubles as a dress rehearsal for Le Mans for the Audi squad.  
 
At the 80th running of the French endurance classic, Audi competes with the start 
numbers ‘1’ and ‘2’ (hybrid drive) as well as ‘3’ and ‘4’. As stipulated by the 
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regulations one driver per car is now nominated. Those drivers are André Lotterer, 
Allan McNish, Timo Bernhard and Oliver Jarvis.  
 
The new Audi sports prototype with hybrid drive will be presented at the end of 
February. The first competitive outing follows in the 6-hour race at Spa-
Francorchamps on May 5. For the World Championship opener at Sebring on  
March 17 Audi Sport Team Joest relies once again on the Audi R18 TDI that proved 
victorious at Le Mans last year. Audi has won the 24 Hours of Le Mans a total of ten 
times since the year 2000 and is, as a result, the most successful brand by far in 
race’s recent history.  
 
– End – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered around 1,302,650 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. From January 
through the end of September 2011 the Company posted revenue of €32.4 billion and an operating 
profit of €3.96 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), 
Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD 
production of the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4 and A6 manufacturing operations in 
Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 has been running since May 2010, 
while production of the new A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) 
since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned 
subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata 
Bolognese (Italy) and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 63,000 people 
worldwide, including around 47,900 in Germany. Between 2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings 
is planning to invest more than €13 billion – mainly in new products, human resources and the extension 
of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its 
“Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) and will start 
production in Foshan (China) in late 2013. By 2015, Audi plans to increase the number of models in its 
portfolio to 42. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation. Under the heading of “Audi balanced mobility,” the 
Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


