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Audi wins race before the race 
 
 Le Mans: No. 1 Audi R18 e-tron quattro ready to run again  
 Audi in grid positions five, six and seven  
 Loïc Duval released from hospital  

 
Ingolstadt/Le Mans, June 13, 2014 – Audi has won a ‘race before the race’ in the 
Le Mans 24 Hours. Following the serious accident on Wednesday, the mechanics 
of Audi Sport Team Joest managed to prepare the #1 Audi R18 e-tron quattro 
from scratch again in record time overnight – a feat that caused a sensation 
around the world.    
 
Before the first qualifying session on Wednesday night was over, Audi Sport Team 

Joest began to assemble a new Audi R18 e-tron quattro on the base of a spare 
monocoque. The spectators and members of the media at Le Mans could hardly 

believe their eyes when three Audi R18 e-tron quattro cars were standing in the pits 
again on Thursday night. In the afternoon, the R18 passed Technical Scrutineering 

and car number ‘1’ was ready to run again in time for the second qualifying session 
on Thursday night.   

 
A defective sensor and guard rail contact by Lucas di Grassi caused further minor 

setbacks in the second qualifying session. But in the final third qualifying, which was 
extended to 2.30 hours, the newly prepared Audi R18 e-tron quattro was running 

without the slightest problem late on Thursday night.   
 

There is good news for the fans of Loïc Duval too. On Thursday, the Frenchman was 
released from the hospital where he had spent the night under observation as a 

precaution. The Frenchman briefly visited his team and team-mates in the paddock 
before heading home to Geneva together with his father in order to recover from 

the consequences of the accident for the next few days. 
 

Loïc Duval’s name will continue to be present on the #1 Audi R18 e-tron quattro at 
Le Mans. His place in the cockpit was taken over by the Spaniard Marc Gené. 

Together with Lucas di Grassi and Le Mans record winner Tom Kristensen, Gené will 
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start the race from grid position seven. The fastest time of car #1 was achieved by di 

Grassi in 3m 25.814s. 
 

The two other Audi R18 e-tron quattro cars were able to complete the test program 
on Thursday as planned and will be sharing the third row of the grid on Saturday. 

The fastest lap within the Audi squad was achieved by Oliver Jarvis shortly before the 
end of the second qualifying session in 3m 23.271s although the Briton had to 

reduce his speed due to yellow flags in the last chicane and lost several tenths of a 
second. Jarvis is sharing the cockpit of car #3 with Le Mans rookie Filipe Albuquerque 

and Marco Bonanomi.  
 

André Lotterer in the #2 Audi R18 e-tron quattro secured sixth place on the grid for 
himself and his team-mates Marcel Fässler and Benoît Tréluyer by setting a time of 

3m 24.276s.  
 

All nine Audi drivers completed the prescribed night laps on which they again had 
the opportunity to experience the advantages of the Audi laser light. The Audi R18 

e-tron quattro is the first Le Mans prototype with laser light and continues Audi’s 
string of technical innovations in the Le Mans 24 Hours. The night before the race, 

the brand with the four rings will also be presenting its first production model with 
laser light at Le Mans: the Audi R8 LMX.  

 
The two-time Formula 1 World Champion Fernando Alonso will be sending the field 

at Le Mans on the long journey twice around the clock on Saturday at 15.00. The 
world’s most important endurance race will be broadcast live by 31 TV channels and 

aired in 190 countries. In Europe, Eurosport will provide live non-stop coverage. On 
www.audi-motorsport.com, Audi offers free coverage by live streaming from the 

onboard cameras of the three Audi R18 e-tron quattro cars from 14.30 (CEST) on 
Saturday.  On Facebook and Twitter, Audi Sport will provide extensive live reports 

from Le Mans as well.  
 

With twelve wins in only 15 runs Audi is the most successful brand in recent Le Mans 
history. The top five in qualifying on the 13.629-kilometer race track were separated 

by less than 1.5 seconds. As a result, suspense before the race which some 300,000 
spectators are expected to attend is huge. More than 1,000 members of the media – 

some of them several days ago – have arrived at the venue to watch the first 
meeting of the two most successful brands in Le Mans history – Audi and Porsche.  

 



 

3/5  

Quotes after qualifying 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “For us, it was important to put 

the three cars on the grid prepared as best we could despite the serious accident on 
Wednesday. Although there was another minor accident with our car No. 1 on 

Thursday, we managed to do this well. Afterwards, we fully concentrated on the 
optimal race set-up and have now created a good starting base for all three teams.” 

 
Chris Reinke (Head of LMP): “This was an intensive day for the whole squad. Not 

only because we put in a night shift after the accident yesterday but also because we 
were obviously concerned about Loïc’s (Duval) condition. Now we’re all relieved that 

he’s well and has left the hospital. We completed our program for qualifying with 
concentration and clearly placed the main focus on preparing for the race. All drivers 

are feeling comfortable in the car – that makes me optimistic that we’re going to 
deliver a solid and hopefully successful performance.” 

 

Ralf Jüttner (Team Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “The positive part first: We 
had three cars in qualifying, the No. 1 that was prepared from scratch again 

overnight and the other completely rebuilt ones. Initially, No. 1 had some problems 
with a sensor and then another, this time fortunately, minor accident. We let Marc 

Gené drive the largest number of laps in the car. I’m particularly pleased with the 
way our No. 3 fared. But No. 2 was doing well on track too although we’ve got to say 

that due to the many interruptions and danger zones there was no way to regularly 
check off all the items on our list. But in total, all our drivers are happy with their 

cars.”  

 
Filipe Albuquerque (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #3): “I’m pleased with our qualifying 
session.  Although we weren’t in contention for the pole position we’re not so far 

away with our time. The most important part is that we drove many laps – also at 
night – and have prepared our car well for the race.”  

 
Marco Bonanomi (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #3): “A qualifying session with two 

different sides of the coin. On one side of the coin, our car was the fastest Audi and 
on the other I’m not completely happy with my own times. On two fast laps, I got 

stuck in traffic shortly before the end. That cost me half a second each time. Aside 
from that, I’m optimistic for the race. Our R18 is fast and so are we, especially Filipe 

(Albuquerque) put some great lap times on track at night.” 
 

Oliver Jarvis (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #3): “We knew that qualifying would be a 
tough battle. Our focus was placed on preparing for the race as best we could. I 

think we managed to do that well. That’s why I’m very much looking forward to the 
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race.” 

 
Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “We weren’t focused on the fastest 

lap. Qualifying was secondary for us. We just worked on the set-up of the car. At the 
end of the session, we wanted to drive a qualifying run. Unfortunately, there was a 

yellow period – that was a shame and not necessary either in my view.” 
 

André Lotterer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “On the one hand, it was a good 
qualifying session and on the other a frustrating one. We managed to properly set 

up the car and to sort the tires. But in the end, the spectators were deprived of a 
spectacle because there was this long ‘slow zone’ through to the end of the session 

although there was nothing happening there anymore. As a result, I was able to 
drive good times only in the first two sectors.”  

 
Benoît Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “Qualifying was difficult but we did a 

good job in setting up the car for the race. It was a bit disappointing that qualifying 
at the end was used to test ‘slow zones.’ The track was clean, so I don’t know why 

this test had to be so extensive. But now only the race counts. We’re ready for it and 
are going to play our hand.” 

 
Marc Gené (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “The most important thing today was 

that we confirmed the excellent work of the mechanics with our laps. They put in a 
night shift to prepare a new car for us that was immediately running well. After car 

#1 did almost no laps on Wednesday, Tom (Kristensen), Lucas (di Grassi) and I 
concentrated on completing our mandatory laps. The main thing was to drive many 

kilometers and the thought of qualifying was just secondary. We’re prepared for the 
race.” 

 
Lucas di Grassi (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “After Loïc’s massive accident on 

Wednesday, qualifying on Thursday for us was more like a roll-out with the new car. 
We had a few issues that we completely resolved. Especially in qualifying three we 

were able to drive many laps – the car is ready for the race.” 
 
Tom Kristensen (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “The past two days were a tough 
experience.  Our mechanics did a fantastic job overnight. That’s why we were able to 

use the last session after there’d previously been problems with a sensor. For us, the 
qualifying session was a roll-out in a way. All three drivers are happy with the car. It 

wasn’t about the grid position but about preparing the car for the race. I’m looking 
towards the race with a positive feeling.” 
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Qualifying results  
  1 Nakajima/Sarrazin/Wurz (Toyota) 3m 21.789s  
  2 Dumas/Jani/Lieb (Porsche) 3m 22.146s 

  3 Buemi/Davidson/Lapierre (Toyota) 3m 22.523s   
  4 Bernhard/Hartley/Webber (Porsche) 3m 22.908s 

  5 Albuquerque/Bonanomi/Jarvis (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 3m 23.271s 
  6 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 3m 24.276s 

  7 di Grassi/Gené/Kristensen (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 3m 25.814s 
  8 Beche/Heidfeld/Prost (Rebellion-Toyota) 3m 29.763s 

  9 Belicchi/Kraihamer/Leimer (Rebellion-Toyota) 3m 31.608s 
10 Thirlet/Badey/Gommendy (Ligier-Nissan) 3m 37.609s 

 
– End – 

 
 

Note to media: On Friday at 14.00 CEST, an Audi press conference will be held at 
the Audi Racing Arena at the Parc du Raccordement to which all members of the 

media are cordially invited.   
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered approximately 1,575,500 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2013. As one 
of the most successful models, the Audi A3 has been awarded the title of “World Car of the Year 2014“ 
by an international jury of journalists (combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 7.1 – 3.2; combined CO2 
emissions in g/km: 165 – 85). In 2013, the company reported revenue of €49.9 billion and an operating 
profit of €5.03 billion. The company operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production 
facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava 
(Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), Changchun (China) and Jakarta 
(Indonesia). Since the end of 2013, the brand with the Four Rings has also been producing cars in Foshan 
(China). In 2015, Audi will start production in São José dos Pinhais (Brazil), followed by  
San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. Wholly owned subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH 
(Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding 
S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy), the sports motorcycle manufacturer. The company currently employs more than 
73,500 people worldwide, of which more than 52,500 in Germany. Total investment of around  
€22 billion is planned from 2014 to 2018 – primarily in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi 
is committed to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of sustainability for its 
products and processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


