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Audi wins FIA GT World Cup in Macau 
 

• Laurens Vanthoor declared winner following an accident 
• Fourth triumph of the Audi R8 LMS in legendary city street race 
 

Ingolstadt/Macau, November 20, 2016 – Audi Sport customer racing with Belgian Audi Club 
Team WRT has won what has arguably been the most unusual GT race in Macau. After the race 
had been stopped twice, Laurens Vanthoor decided the FIA GT World Cup in his favor for the 
first time. 
 
Following his victory in the qualification race on Saturday, Laurens Vanthoor had started the 
decisive title race as the favorite on Sunday. The 25-year-old Belgian was leading the race from 
pole position up until it was stopped for the first time when a track barrier had to be repaired 
following a minor accident in the midfield. Shortly after the subsequent restart, Laurens 
Vanthoor in the Mandarin Oriental corner ran over the inner curb, lost control, touched the 
guard barrier on the opposite side and rolled over. He climbed out of the Audi R8 LMS that is 
designed for extreme safety unharmed and shortly afterwards even mounted the podium. 
Following the red flag, the race control had no choice but to not restart the race due to the time 
that had elapsed by then, and classified the positions held after four completed laps. After 
2011, 2012 and 2013, Audi has won the race in the narrow street canyons of the Asian 
metropolis for the fourth time.  
 
“I’m happy and relieved about not having been injured,” said Vanthoor, who has won three 
international GT titles with Audi before. “My accident happened in one of the fastest track 
sections. I made a mistake and caused an accident, and won nonetheless. I’m still not quite sure 
about how to rate this victory.”  
 
Fabian Plentz from Hanover finished as the second-best driver of an Audi R8 LMS. The 28-year-
old Macau rookie from Team HCB-Rutronik Racing took position eight overall, making him the 
third-best driver in the group of entrants not to have been nominated for the manufacturers’ 
classification. Plentz had won the DMV GTC racing series in the Audi R8 LMS in October. 
 
Chris Reinke, Head of Audi Sport customer racing, was delighted about Audi’s fourth victory in 
Macau and the first World Cup title of the R8 LMS: “The most important thing for us is that 
Laurens is okay. This shows how safe our cars are. It’s arguably a little strange to win this way. It 
was a very intensive race. Fortune and misfortune always play a role in Macau, but one of the 
prerequisites for success was the fact that we were in contention for the top spot in all sessions. 
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That’s why I’m happy about the title in the FIA GT World Cup. Congratulations also to Fabian 
Plentz on his strong performance.”   
 
The two DTM campaigners Edoardo Mortara (Audi Sport Team WRT) and Nico Müller (Phoenix 
Racing Asia) had already lost their chances of clinching a good result in the qualification race on 
Saturday. Mortara had started from pole position, but dropped to 13th place following an 
accident. On Sunday, from grid position 16, he advanced to 13th place. At the end of the year, 
the current DTM vice-champion is going to switch from Audi to Mercedes. Müller was not able to 
start on Sunday because his Audi had been too heavily damaged in an accident the day before.    
 
In three weeks’ time, Laurens Vanthoor and his teammates will be battling for another 
international title for Audi, the 12-hour race at Sepang coming up in Malaysia. Before the finale 
of the Intercontinental GT Challenge, the Belgian is leading the drivers’ standings with a six-
point advantage.  
 
 
– End – 
 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. 100-percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include 
quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to customers approximately 1.8 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,245 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and about 54,800 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 
2015 financial year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €58.4 billion and an operating profit of 
€4.8 billion. At present, approximately 85,000 people work for the company all over the world, 
about 60,000 of them in Germany. Audi focuses on new products and sustainable technologies for the 
future of mobility. 
 


