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Audi tests next R18 evolution 

 

 First test drives for “Evolution 2” 

 Testing program concluded in USA 

 Vehicles returning to Europe 

 

Ingolstadt, March 25, 2011 – Audi has put the next stage of its R18 project to the 

test: The latest version of its new diesel race car, which will appear in the 24 Hours 

of Le Mans, was test-driven for the first time in the USA. 

 

The “Evolution 2” Audi R18 is the result of the findings of previous test drives and 

wind tunnel testing, with a particular focus on improved aerodynamic efficiency and 

cooling of the interior of its V6 TDI engine. It clocked up its first test kilometers on a 

proving ground in Florida last week, as the 12 Hours of Sebring were held. 

 

The Audi R18 made its first public testing appearance after the 12-hour race in 

Sebring. Since then, internet forums have been abuzz with comments and 

discussions concerning the new, enclosed LMP1 race car. The comments on the 

photos and videos of the vehicle range from “magic” to “looks like a stealth 

airplane” and “sounds like a jet.” 

 

Two “Evolution 2” R18 vehicles (chassis numbers 101 and 102) were put to the test 

during the four days of testing in Sebring, together with an R15 TDI as a reference 

vehicle. All ten Audi racing drivers were involved in testing the three vehicles, 

clocking up thousands of test kilometers to generate important findings relating to 

vehicle setup, aerodynamics, tires, cooling, and reliability. 

 

The two R18 vehicles set off on their return journey to Europe as airfreight. Starting 

Monday, they will be dismantled and thoroughly analyzed at Audi Sport in 

Ingolstadt.  

 

The Audi R18 will make its next appearance on the famous racetrack in Le Mans, 

when the definitive design of the vehicle for the 24 Hours of Le Mans 2011 will be 

unveiled at the official testing day on April 24. The R18 is scheduled to compete for 
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the first time in the 6-hour race in Spa-Francorchamps on May 7. This year’s 24 

Hours of Le Mans will take place on June 11/12. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group sold around 1,092,400 cars of the Audi brand in 2010. The Company posted revenue of 
€35,4 billion and an operating profit of €3,3 billion in 2010. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and 
Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India 
saw the start of CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007, of the Audi A4 in early October 2008 
and of the Audi Q5 in July 2010. Production of the new Audi A1 has been running at the Brussels plant 
since May 2010. The Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned 
subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata 
Bolognese (Italy) and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 60,000 people 
worldwide, including around 46,600 in Germany. Between 2011 and 2015 the brand with the four rings 
is planning to invest around €11 billion, mainly in new products, in order to sustain the Company’s 
technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to increase 
the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation.  


