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Audi tests LMP1 sports car for 2012 
 
• Tests at Sebring (U.S. state of Florida) 
• Six Le Mans winners at the wheel  
• Preparation for 2012 season 

 
Ingolstadt, December 17, 2011 – Audi Sport is intensively preparing for the 2012 
sports prototype season. A test team has started the next trial phase of the LMP1 
sports car for the 2012 season in the United States this week. 
 
After the previous tests of the further development of this year’s Le Mans winning 
car took place behind closed doors, Audi is now going into public at a race track for 
the first time. Since this Saturday, Audi Sport has been running tests with two 
vehicles at the Sebring (Florida) circuit. The second LMP1 sports car serves to 
compare the test results. Taking turns at the wheel of the two development vehicles 
are the 2011 Le Mans winners, the Swiss Marcel Fässler, the German André Lotterer 
and the Frenchman Benoît Tréluyer. Also involved in the tests are Dindo Capello, 
Tom Kristensen and Allan McNish, who were last victorious at Le Mans in 2008. 
 
The tradition-steeped American circuit has a special significance for Audi, not only 
because Audi has celebrated nine victories at the Sebring 12 Hours since the 2000 
season. The 5.95-kilometer track that features 17 highly different types of turns 
offers plenty of variety, which makes for excellent test conditions. The rough 
concrete of the former airfield’s take-off and landing strip in combination with the 
tarmac of the other track sectors puts the material to a particularly tough test. On 
March 17th, the 12-hour race will open the new FIA World Endurance Championship 
(WEC) as well as the American Le Mans Series (ALMS) at this venue. 
 
While the component tests have already started, Audi will not announce the details 
of the 2012 racing program, the driver line-up and the technical state of the 
development until a later date.  
 
– End – 
  

Communications Motorsport 
Jürgen Pippig 
Telephone: +49 (0)841 89 34200 
E-mail: juergen.pippig@audi.de 
www.audi-motorsport.info 
 

 
Eva-Maria Veith 
Telephone: +49 (0)841 89 33922 
E-mail: eva-maria.veith@audi.de 
 



 

2/2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered around 1,092,400 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2010. The Company 
posted revenue of €35.4 billion and an operating profit of €3.3 billion in 2010. In the first half of 2011, 
the Audi Group sold 652,970 vehicles bearing the four rings worldwide and achieved record figures in 
terms of revenue (€21.5 billion) and operating profit (€2.5 billion). Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt 
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in 
India saw the start of CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007, of the Audi A4 in early October 
2008 and of the Audi Q5 in July 2010. Production of the new Audi A1 has been running at the Brussels 
plant since May 2010. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is 
active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA 
MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) and quattro GmbH in 
Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 60,000 people worldwide, including around 46,600 in 
Germany. Between 2011 and 2015 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest more than €11 
billion, mainly in new products, in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its 
“Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to increase the number of models in its portfolio to 
42. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation. Under the heading of “Audi balanced mobility,” the 
Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-neutral mobility. 


