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Audi starts the first Formula E World 
Championship season with big goals 
 
• Season opener with two night races in Diriyah on February 26 and 27 
• Record-holder Lucas di Grassi and newcomer René Rast form a team 
• Team Principal Allan McNish: “Great ambitions, but also respect” 
 
Neuburg a. d. Donau, February 22, 2021 – Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler begins its final season 
as a factory team in Formula E with big goals: Lucas di Grassi and his new teammate René 
Rast want to clinch victories and fight for the title in the series’ first year as a world 
championship. The season kicks off with two night races in Diriyah (Saudi Arabia). 
 
With its new status as an official FIA world championship, the importance of Formula E is 
increasing once again in its seventh season, which begins next weekend. The motivation of the 
twelve teams and 24 drivers is high to make their mark in the motorsport history books by 
winning the title. Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler is the most successful team in the series so far with 
with 43 podium finishes in six seasons. The team wants to defend its leading position with Lucas 
di Grassi and René Rast. 
 
“We go into every season with the clear goal of winning races,” says Julius Seebach, Managing 
Director of Audi Sport GmbH and responsible for Audi Motorsport. “And this time, the 
preparation has been even more intensive than before: we developed a completely new in-house 
powertrain and, in addition, refined our entire team structure and all of the details once again.” 
For Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler, this is the final season before the Dakar Rally replaces Audi’s 
factory involvement in Formula E. “Everyone in the team is full of energy and passion to make 
this season a successful one. We have great ambitions, but also respect: the field is stronger 
than ever before this year,” says Team Principal Allan McNish. 
 
Once again, Formula E will begin the new season with two races on Friday and Saturday, a 
double-header. A novelty: This time, the two races in Riyadh’s suburb of Diriyah will not start 
until 8 p.m. local time and will therefore be held in the dark. The format remains the same: One 
race lasts 45 minutes plus one lap, Attack Mode and FanBoost give drivers and teams additional 
strategic options. 
 
The two days in Diriyah are the moment of truth for Lucas di Grassi. “Of course, we all have the 
impressions of the only joint pre-season test in Valencia on our minds,” says the most successful 
Formula E driver with 32 podium finishes and 796 points. “But, we won’t know the true balance 
of power this year until we leave the paddock on Saturday night. That nervous anticipation 
always makes a season opener particularly exciting.” 
 
At di Grassi’s side, René Rast will contest his first full season in Formula E. The three-time DTM 
champion stepped in for the final six races in Berlin last year and made a successful debut 
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impression with a third-place finish. “We’ve been testing on and off over the past few months 
and spent many hours in the simulator, now it’s time to get out on the real race track against the 
competition,” says Rast, who will focus exclusively on Formula E in 2021. Allan McNish is 
certain: “Even though René is still a rookie in Formula E, the experience gained from Berlin will 
certainly help him.” 
 
The races in Diriyah mark the 70th and 71st rounds in the history of Formula E. Due to the 
uncertainties of the pandemic, Formula E is announcing its race calendar in stages. As things 
stand, events in Rome, Valencia, Monaco, Marrakesh and Santiago are planned until the 
beginning of June. Until then, a decision is to be made about the rest of the season, for which 
events in Berlin, London and New York, among others, are still planned. All of the international 
broadcasters, including broadcast times, can be found online at www.fiaformulae.com. 
 
In addition to the Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler factory team, the Envision Virgin Racing customer 
team will also be chasing points with the e-tron FE07 developed by Audi. This season, Nick 
Cassidy and Robin Frijns will be competing for the British squad which, like Audi Sport ABT 
Schaeffler, has been a member of the Formula E family since the first race in 2014. 
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 17 locations in 11 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2020, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.693 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 7,430 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 48,042 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2019 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of € 55.7 billion and an operating profit of € 4.5 billion. At present, about 
87,000 people work for the company all over the world, 60,000 of them in Germany. With new models, 
innovative mobility offerings and other attractive services, Audi is becoming a provider of sustainable, 
individual premium mobility. 

 


