
  
 

 
       

       
      

   
    

 

          
   

     
       

      

       

          
               

            
    

     
             

        
         

       
   

      
                   

               
    

   
     

              
        

             
  

       
          

           
                

Audi RS 5 to debut as hot-lap car at Formula 1 
Miami Grand Prix 

• Audi Sport high-performance plug-in hybrid in action as part of the 
Formula 1 support program from now on 

• Guests to experience F1 racetracks alongside professional racing drivers 

• F1 involvement accompanies Audi’s model initiative in the US market 

Ingolstadt/Miami, April 30, 2026 – Audi’s transformation can now also be experienced as 
part of the Formula 1 support program: At the Miami Grand Prix, the Audi RS 5* makes its 
debut as a car for the hot-lap program. Like the current generation of F1 powertrains, the 
vehicle features an electrified drivetrain. 

As Audi Sport’s first high-performance plug-in hybrid, the new Audi RS 5* marks the beginning 
of a new era of performance – with electrifying power, impressive performance figures, and a 
world-first technical innovation: quattro with Dynamic Torque Control. The electromechanical 
torque vectoring unleashes the dynamic potential of the RS 5*, particularly in corners, by 
precisely directing drive torque to the wheel with the higher grip. This creates a razor-sharp, 
nimble, and always controllable driving experience. 

Precise, sporty driving and hybrid powertrain are not mutually exclusive 
With a maximum system output of 470 kW (639 hp) and a top speed of up to 285 km/h, the 
new Audi RS 5* is the perfect choice for the F1® Pirelli Hot Laps as part of the Formula 1 support 
program. Guests can experience the racetracks during Grand Prix weekends alongside 
professional racing drivers in the cockpits of sporty production vehicles. With the Audi RS 5*, 
Audi demonstrates that spirited cornering and a high-performance hybrid powertrain are not 
mutually exclusive. For the first time, Audi Sport combines a powerful 2.9-liter V6 biturbo 
combustion engine with 375 kW (510 hp) and a 130 kW electric motor in the new RS 5*. As a 
result, the model sets new standards in its class in terms of the combination of performance and 
fuel economy. 

Professional racing drivers with an Audi history behind the wheel 
Two Audi RS 5* models are now in action as production vehicles without additional technical 
modifications at select Formula 1 races, demonstrating their superior dynamic driving 
capabilities. The special Titanium color and Lava Red rings on the front, rear, and wheel hub caps 

The equipment, data and prices specified in this document refer to the model range 
offered in Germany. Subject to change without notice; errors and omissions excepted. 
*The collective fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of all models 
named and available on the German market can be found in the list provided at the end 
of this text. 1/4 

https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/the-new-audi-rs-5-high-performance-in-a-hybrid-17012
https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/the-new-audi-rs-5-high-performance-in-a-hybrid-17012


 

 

      
   

           

        

      
              
             

                
     

              
  

             
              
            

        
             

  

       
           

       
                 

          
    

             
     

             
               

       
               

              
          

             
           

     
          

                 
           

         
     

of the black rims add subtle accents inspired by the color palette of the Audi R26 race car. 

The vehicles are prepared and maintained by experienced racing engineers from Audi Sport. Two 
racing professionals, Dindo Capello and Markus Winkelhock, will be behind the wheel – both of 
whom have celebrated numerous major successes with Audi in the past. Capello was particularly 
successful in the US as well. He won the Sebring 12 Hours five times and claimed the American 
Le Mans Series title twice. Winkelhock is a three-time winner of the 24-hour race at the 
Nürburgring where he caused a sensation in 2007 when he briefly took the lead during his only 
Formula 1 race appearance. 

“I’m really looking forward to introducing guests to the Formula 1 racetracks and, above all, to 
the agility and dynamism of the new Audi RS 5*,” says Winkelhock. “Especially in tight corners 
like those on the track around the Hard Rock Stadium in Miami, the quattro with Dynamic 
Torque Control can really showcase its advantages. For me, this is tangible Vorsprung durch 
Technik, which Audi drivers can experience through an exceptional blend of maximum sportiness 
and everyday comfort.” 

F1: A powerful platform for a growing market 
The location for the premiere of the Audi RS 5* as a hot-lap car was chosen deliberately: Audi 
aims to grow its presence in the US market, the second-largest automotive market in the world. 
Up next, with the launch of the Audi Q9, as well as the new Audi Q7, the brand is rejuvenating 
and expanding its SUV lineup this year. Along with the new Q3 model line, which has been 
available in the US since March and is currently being promoted through a new brand campaign 
featuring US actors Morgan Freeman and Chase Infiniti, Audi plans to offer the freshest 
premium SUV portfolio on the US market by the end of the year. 

“Formula 1 is captivating more and more people around the world. We’re leveraging this 
momentum to infuse the Audi brand with emotional appeal. At the same time, we aim to 
achieve sustainable growth in the US, and to that end, we’re already bringing our transformation 
to life on the road. The Audi Q9, tailored for the US market, will be the flagship of our portfolio. 
I’m already looking forward to its launch, which will take place later this year,” says Marco 
Schubert, Member of the Board of Management for Sales and Marketing at AUDI AG. 

Audi leads the premium brands in vehicle safety; only this April, the renowned US Insurance 
Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) awarded six models its highest rating. 

Strong growth of Formula 1 in the US 
Formula 1 is experiencing a major boom in the US – no other market is seeing stronger growth 
for the racing series. The three US races in Miami, Austin, and Las Vegas were all sold out in 
2025, and TV ratings throughout the season reached new highs. Audi of America and Audi 
Revolut F1 Team are capitalizing on this enormous potential with activations in Miami – for 
example, with an interactive experience in the Wynwood Art District. This trendy neighborhood 

*The collective fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of all models 
named and available on the German market can be found in the list provided at the end 
of this text. 2/4 

https://media.audiusa.com/releases/675?lang=en_US
https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/six-audi-models-earn-top-rating-from-us-safety-organization-iihs-17083


 

 

      
   

           

          
        

         
                   

            
          

 
   

  
   

  
  

 
 

 

  

               

            
            

         
                   

  

           
   

     

                   
               

              
                    

            
            

   

               
               

                
 

is famous for its creative murals. In conjunction with the Grand Prix in Miami, the first special 
drop from the adidas x Audi Revolut F1 Team collection is also being released. 

Audi has a long and successful history in motorsport in North America. With the Audi R26 and 
the F1 hybrid powertrain developed in Germany, the brand is competing in a race in the US as a 
factory team for the first time since the 2021 Formula E race in New York. The Miami Grand Prix 
begins on Sunday (May 3) at 4 PM local time (10 PM in Germany). 

Communications Formula 1 
Benedikt Still 
Spokesperson Audi F1 Project 
Phone: +49 841 89-89615 
E-mail: benedikt.still@audi.de 
www.audi-mediacenter.com 

About Audi 

Audi drives transformation and shapes the mobility of tomorrow – with intelligent, electric products. 

The premium automotive brand is available in more than 100 markets. Its global production network spans 
21 sites in 12 countries. Vorsprung durch Technik unites more than 88,000 employees. With courage, 
passion, responsibility, and trust, they are reinterpreting more than 100 years of automaking tradition for 
the future. In 2026, Audi is entering Formula 1 with a factory team in a bold expression of its motorsports 
DNA. 

The Audi Group also includes the supercar manufacturer Lamborghini, the luxury brand Bentley Motors, and 
the motorcycle maker Ducati. 

Learn more about the Audi Group here. 

Audi is entering Formula 1 for the first time in 2026 with its own factory team and a hybrid drive system 
(“power unit”) developed in Germany. The F1 project from Audi is based at three locations: Audi Formula 
Racing GmbH, which was founded specifically for the project, is developing the power unit in Neuburg an der 
Donau. Audi Revolut F1 Team is based in Hinwil in Switzerland. This is where the development of the race car 
and the planning and execution of race operations are located. In addition, the UK Technology Centre in 
Bicester provides a foothold in the heart of “Motorsport Valley,” offering direct access to top F1 talent and 
key strategic partners. 

Formula 1 is regarded as the pinnacle of motorsport and, with its global reach, is one of the most important 
sports platforms in the world. Another decisive factor for the entry of Audi is the new FIA regulations, which 
from 2026, will include sustainable fuels and increase the electric share of the hybrid drive unit to almost 50 
percent. 

*The collective fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of all models 
named and available on the German market can be found in the list provided at the end 
of this text. 3/4 

https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/global-launch-of-adidas-x-audi-revolut-f1-team-collection-17014
mailto:benedikt.still@audi.de
https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/audi-at-a-glance-15904
www.audi-mediacenter.com


  
 

     

        

   
       

       
       

       
    

   
        

       
        

        
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of the models named above: 

Audi RS 5 Avant 
Fuel consumption (weighted, combined): 4.4–3.9 l/100 km (53.5–60.3 US mpg); power 
consumption (weighted, combined): 18.6–17.8 kWh/100 km; CO2 emissions (weighted, 
combined): 100–88 g/km (160.9–141.6 g/mi); CO2 class (weighted, combined): C–B; Fuel 
consumption on discharged battery (combined): 10.1–9.6 l/100 km (23.3–24.5 US mpg); CO2 

class on discharged battery: G 

Audi RS 5 Sedan 
Fuel consumption (weighted, combined): 4.3–3.8 l/100 km (54.7–61.9 US mpg); power 
consumption (weighted, combined): 18.4–17.7 kWh/100 km; CO2 emissions (weighted, 
combined): 98–86 g/km (157.7–138.4 g/mi); CO2 class (weighted, combined): C–B; Fuel 
consumption on discharged battery (combined): 10.0–9.5 l/100 km (23.5–24.8 US mpg); CO2 

class on discharged battery: G 
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