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Sebring,	18	March	2001	
 
Audi	repeats	last	year’s	Sebring	victory	

Audi	had	a	successful	dress	rehersal	for	the	24	Hour	Race	at	Le	Mans:	For	the	
second	time	in	a	row	Team	Audi	Sport	North	America	took	a	1-2	victory	at	
the	12	Hours	of	Sebring	(USA).	Michele	Alboreto,	Laurent	Aiello	and	Rinaldo	
Capello	finished	the	race	just	0.482s	ahead	of	their	team	mates	and	last	
year’s	winners	Frank	Biela,	Tom	Kristensen	and	Emanuele	Pirro.	The	Audi	
customer	teams	of	Champion	and	Johansson	even	made	it	the	first	1-2-3-4	
victory	of	Audi	in	the	American	Le	Mans	Series	(ALMS)	finishing	3rd	and	4th.	
	
				In	front	of	a	record	crowd	of	168,000	spectators,	the	two	Infineon	Audi	
R8s	were	setting	the	pace	from	the	start	on	a	track	which	is	famous	for	being	
very	demanding.	The	two	customer	R8s,	however,	stayed	close	making	the	
pace	among	the	leaders	extremely	fast.	
	
				The	two	Infineon	Audi	R8s	were	fighting	for	victory	for	the	whole	twelve	
hour	distance.	Despite	the	enormous	strain,	the	cars	did	not	suffer	from	any	
severe	difficulties.	The	Infineon	Audi	R8	#1	just	had	its	front	brake	discs	
replaced	shortly	after	half	distance,	the	companion	car	had	two	pit	stops	
because	of	a	malfunction	in	the	engine’s	electrics.	
	
				For	the	Audi	crew	the	dress	rehersal	for	Le	Mans,	however,	is	not	
completely	over:	On	Monday	and	Tuesday	the	torture	of	another	full	12-
hour-distance	is	on	the	schedule	for	one	of	the	two	successful	Infineon	Audi	
R8s.		
	
	

Quotes	after	the	race	

	
Laurent	Aiello	(#1):	“It	was	a	very	tough	race.	We	had	some	bad	luck,	but	the	
other	team	had	some	as	well.	Now	I’m	so	happy.	It	has	been	a	difficult	week	
for	us	because	in	the	beginning	we	were	struggling	a	little	bit	with	the	setup,	
but	for	the	race	the	car	was	absolutely	perfect.”	
	
Michele	Alboreto	(#1):	“It	is	really	amazing:	Every	time	I	come	to	the	United	
States,	I	win	a	race.	Now	I’m	looking	forward	very	much	to	the	rest	of	the	
season,	especially	Le	Mans.	After	this	success	my	goal	is	clear:	Winning	
Sebring	and	Le	Mans	in	a	row	is	a	great	dream	for	me.”	
	
Rinaldo	Capello	(#1):	“This	was	a	great	day.	No	question	that	was	the	best	
race	I	have	ever	done	in	a	sportscar	in	my	whole	life.	I	could	push	at	every	
time,	even	in	the	night.	Especially	at	the	end,	when	I	got	new	tires,	I	could	
do	perfect	lap	times.	It	was	simply	fantastic.”	
	
Tom	Kristensen	(#2):	“It	was	an	incredibly	fast	race	without	yellow	flags.	It	
was	real	racing	until	the	end.	I	won	this	race	twice	and	would	have	been	
happy	to	win	it	three	times	in	a	row.	The	stop-and-go-penalty	is	a	judgement	
call.	I	don’t	know	if	I	really	braked	to	late	at	the	pit	entrance.	We	have	to	see	
the	data	from	the	telemetry.”	
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Frank	Biela	(#2):	“This	was	an	exciting	and	tight	race.	For	Audi	it	is	a	brillant	
result.	After	the	last	pit	stop	we	were	narrowly	in	front.	But,	unfortunately	
Tom	had	to	come	in	for	a	stop-and-go-penalty	because	of	speeding	in	the	pit	
lane.	This	can	happen.” 
	
Emanuele	Pirro	(#2):	“Only	one	car	can	win,	so	we	have	to	be	happy	with	the	
result,	even	if	it	is	hard	to	finish	second.	We	lost	time	twice	because	of	
electrical	problems	and	had	some	bad	luck	in	the	end.	It	was	a	tough	race	
and	I	am	proud	of	the	result.”		
	
Dr	Wolfgang	Ullrich,	Head	of	Audi	Sport:	“Today	we	had	a	real	hot	fight	in	
our	team	over	twelve	hours.	We	see	this	race	also	as	a	preparation	for	Le	
Mans	and	you	learn	nothing	if	you	don’t	push.	The	two	privateer	teams	were	
very	close	to	us.	So	we	never	even	thought	about	relaxing.”	
	
Reinhold	Joest,	Team	Director	Audi	Sport	North	America:	“Team	and	drivers	
have	shown	a	great	performance	today.	I	think	the	spectators	saw	an	
exciting	show:	At	one	time	the	car	number	one	was	leading,	and	in	the	next	
moment	it	was	number	two	–	even	we	could	not	predict	the	winner	until	
the	very	end.	We	learned	that	we	have	a	lot	of	work	to	do	for	Le	Mans.”	
	
	

Race	results	
	

		1.	Aiello/Alboreto/Capello	(Infineon	Audi	R8)	 370	laps	
		2.	Biela/Kristensen/Pirro	(Infineon	Audi	R8)	 +	0.482s	
		3.	Kelleners/Schroeder/Wallace	(Audi	R8)	 -	4	laps	
		4.	Johansson/Smith	(Audi	R8)	 	 	 -	8	laps	
		5.	Field/Dayton/Sutherland	(Lola-Judd)	 	 -	38	laps	
		6.	Konrad/Borcheller/Gavin	(Saleen)	 	 -	38	laps	
		7.	Pilgrim/Collins/Freon	(Chevrolet)	 	 -	39	laps	
		8.	Luhr/Maassen/Collard	(Porsche)	 	 -	44	laps	
		9.	Pobst/Menzel/Bernhard	(Porsche)	 	 -	44	laps	
10.	Lehto/Müller	(BMW)	 	 	 	 -	46	laps	
	
Find	updated	photos	on	the	internet:	
www.audi-sportpress.com	(password	required)	
 


