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Audi R8 LMS wins Blancpain GT Series Endurance 
Cup opener 
 

• Belgian Audi Club Team WRT in front at Monza  
• Car Collection Motorsport with Elmar Grimm leads 24H Series standings 
• Preview of second race weekend in WTCR – FIA World Touring Car Cup 
 

Neuburg a. d. Donau, April 23, 2018 – With podium results clinched at Monza and at Navarra 
two Audi Sport customer racing teams and their drivers are in the top spots of the tables in 
two international racing series.  
 
Audi R8 LMS GT3 
Victory in season opener: The Blancpain GT Series Endurance Cup kicked off in a way that was 
made to measure for Belgian Audi Club Team WRT. The two Audi Sport campaigners Christopher 

Mies and Dries Vanthoor together with privateer Alex Riberas won round one of five this season 
at Monza where in their Audi R8 LMS they met with 52 competitors in the series that boasts an 

excellently filled field. After three hours of racing, they won with a two-second advantage, plus 
Dries Vanthoor achieved the fastest race lap. Five different marques finished in the top ten 

positions.  
 

Second place overall at Navarra: Team Car Collection in round three of the 24H Series has 
clinched its best result in the overall classification this season to date. In the Navarra 12 Hours 

in the north of Spain, Gustav Edelhoff, Max Edelhoff and Elmar Grimm in an Audi R8 LMS 
achieved second place in the final results as the best amateur driver team. Consequently, in the 

series’ European classification, Car Collection has maintained its spot at the top of the teams’ 
standings while Elmar Grimm is leading the drivers’ classification.  

 
Two trophies at the start of the season: Andreas Schmidt in the opening round of the Spezial 

Tourenwagen Trophy claimed two podium positions. At Hockenheim, the privateer in an Audi R8 
LMS ultra clinched third place in class in each of two races.  

 
Audi RS 3 LMS (TCR) 
One-two win in club racing: In the American NASA Western Endurance Championship club sport 
series, the Audi RS 3 LMS scored a one-two result. On the circuit of Buttonwillow in California, 

the driver team Gavin Ernstone/Jon Morley from Road Shagger Racing celebrated overall victory 
ahead of David Depillo/Brett Strom from Strom Motorsports. 
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Preparation for Hungary: The WTCR – FIA World Touring Car Cup will hold its second round at 
the Hungaroring on April 28 and 29. The three Audi Sport campaigners Gordon Shedden, Jean-

Karl Vernay and Frédéric Vervisch just like privateers Nathanaël Berthon, Denis Dupont and 
Aurélien Panis will be battling for points in three individual races. Following the opening round 

including a victory in Marrakesh, Vernay is the best driver of an Audi RS 3 LMS in position three 
of the table. In addition, Audi Sport Leopard Lukoil Team occupies third place in the teams’ 

classification. On making his debut with Audi, Gordon Shedden scored twelve points. Denis 
Dupont from grid position 20 in race one managed to fight back to position 13. Awaiting the six 

drivers and their rivals on the outskirts of Budapest is a 4.381-kilometer Grand Prix circuit. On 
Saturday, a twelve-lap race is scheduled, followed by two more races of twelve and 15 laps, 

respectively, on Sunday.  
 

Coming up next week 
27–29/04 Virginia (USA), rounds 3 and 4, Pirelli World Challenge GT-X 

27–29/04 Virginia (USA), rounds 3 and 4, Pirelli World Challenge TCR 
27–29/04 Most (CZ), rounds 3 and 4, ADAC GT Masters 

27–29/04 Most (CZ), rounds 3 and 4, ADAC TCR Germany 
27–28/04 Dijon (F), rounds 3 and 4, DMV GTC 

28–29/04 Hungaroring (H), rounds 4 to 6, WTCR – FIA World Touring Car Cup 
28–29/04 Most (CZ), rounds 1 and 2, GT4 Central European Cup 

28–29/04 Sugo (J), round 2, Super Taikyu Series 
28–29/04 Imola (I), rounds 1 and 2, Italian GT Championship 

28–29/04 Imola (I), rounds 1 and 2, TCR Italy 
28–29/04 Imola (I), rounds 1 and 2, ASS TCR Swiss Trophy 

 
 

– End – 

 
The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include 
Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2017, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.878 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,815 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,900 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017 
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At 
present, approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them 
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.  

 

 


