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Audi R18 e-tron quattro on pole at premiere 
 
• Allan McNish achieves best time in first diesel hybrid prototype 
• Successful debut for Audi R18 e-tron quattro and R18 ultra 
• All four Audi cars on top four grid positions 

 
Ingolstadt/Spa, May 4, 2012 – Premiere in endurance racing: Audi is again 
making technology history in motorsport, as a diesel hybrid vehicle is on the top 
spot of the grid of a sports car race for the first time ever. At round two of the new 
FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) at Spa, Belgium, Audi will be starting 
into the race on Saturday (14:30, May 5) with four cars from the front two rows.  
 
Even before the start of the Spa 6 Hours Audi has every reason to be pleased, as the 
team successfully managed a two-fold premiere. Both the new hybrid model Audi 
R18 e-tron quattro and its sister model, the Audi R18 ultra, that is conventionally 
powered by a V6 TDI engine celebrated an impeccable debut. The two vehicle 
models fought an open battle for the grid positions in dry conditions. Allan McNish 
in the hybrid car designated as number “2” set the pace straight from the beginning. 
He initially drove a lap around the 7.004-kilometer race track in the Ardennes in 2m  
01.967s. The Scotsman then improved his own time by more than three tenths of a 
second to 2m 01.579s. As on the debut of a TDI diesel engine in a sports car six 
years ago at Sebring McNish and his team-mates Dindo Capello and Tom Kristensen 
again set the first benchmark on the next milestone – hybrid technology. 
 
Marco Bonanomi, who like Marc Gené and Oliver Jarvis is making his racing debut in 
Audi’s sports car squad in Belgium, managed the leap onto the front row as well in 
the Audi R18 ultra. The Italian handled the challenging track in 2m 02.093s. Marcel 
Fässler in the second Audi R18 e-tron quattro achieved the third-best time. Loïc 
Duval, who is driving an Audi R18 ultra, finished in fourth place. For the first time in 
the 13-year history of Audi’s LMP program, Audi Sport Team Joest is fielding four 
sports cars. The team based in Germany’s Odenwald region is preparing for the Le 
Mans 24 Hours on June 16/17 this way. The famous endurance classic will be 
contested with the same vehicle line-up.  
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New footage is now available to TV channels for preliminary coverage of the 24-hour 
race. The rights-free material can be viewed at and downloaded from the Audi 
Motorsport database at www.audi-motorsport.info. 
 
 
Quotes after qualifying 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “The result is the best way of 
saying ‘thank you’ to a squad that has been working particularly hard. Although we 
know that qualifying is certainly not the most important thing in endurance racing 
I’m hoping that we’ll put our good qualifying performances on track on Saturday 
again and clinch a good result.” 
 
Dieter Gass (Head of Racing Commitments): “Things couldn’t have gone any better. 
This is the first fielding of our hybrid car and it ran without any technical problems. 
The performance in qualifying was right too. It’s no doubt ideal that the Audi R18 e-
tron quattro is on position one on its premiere. As far as the weather conditions in 
the race go, we know that anything is possible at Spa. You can choose between 
highly different weather forecasts on various websites  ... We’ll just have to take it 
the way it comes.” 
 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “The result is a nice mix 
between the Audi R18 e-tron quattro and the Audi R18 ultra cars. All the drivers 
drove tremendous laps. Allan nailed it down very well but Marco was very quick as 
well. All four cars are battling on an equal footing. We handled the practice and 
qualifying sessions with relative ease but are still at the beginning of the learning 
curve as far as the set-up is concerned. But I do believe that we’re really well set. 
Still, I’m warning against too much optimism. Last year, we were in front with three 
cars as well and then had problems in the race. And the rain that’s been forecast 
won’t make matters any easier for us either. It was a very good beginning. ‘Many 
thanks’ to the team. It had a lot of work in the past few weeks.”  
 
Dindo Capello (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “A brilliant lap by Allan! It’s great to 
be at the very front again. Many years ago, our driver team managed this on the 
debut of TDI technology too. Now we’ve achieved the top spot on the grid with the 
new hybrid technology. This is fantastic and shows that our driver squad can still 
deliver top performances. Part one of our task has been accomplished, part two will 
follow on Saturday. We’re the leaders of the standings and want to leave Spa in the 
same position.”  
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Tom Kristensen (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “We’re experiencing an interesting 
week with our new toy. The engineers and the mechanics did a solid job of 
optimizing this car. Thanks to Allan’s excellent lap we’re starting from P1. That’s a 
significant result at round two of the world championship. And it’s our preparation 
for Le Mans. Everyone is perfectly concentrated and the demands are high. A few 
new members are working in the team. So, Spa is a good opportunity for the team 
to continue to gel and to show our new technology in public for the first time. Our 
top priority is to finish with all four cars on Saturday.” 
 
Allan McNish (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “Qualifying felt absolutely thrilling. 
Our R18 e-tron quattro is making its debut, which is a very special moment for us 
drivers. Something like this happens only in the case of technological leaps like the 
introduction of the TDI engine six years ago or the e-tron quattro now, which is the 
next milestone. It’s great that Dindo, Tom and I are all the way at the front of the 
grid. The engineers gave us a strong, nicely balanced car in which I drove two good 
laps.” 
 
Marco Bonanomi (Audi R18 ultra #4): “It was a very good qualifying session. I’m 
very happy for the team. I’m already excited about tomorrow’s run. This is my first 
race in a prototype, so it’s great to be able to start from the front row. 
Unfortunately, I hit traffic on my second fast lap. My first intermediate time was 0.3 
seconds faster than my previous best time, so I immediately returned to the pits.” 
 
Oliver Jarvis (Audi R18 ultra #4): “That was a superb qualifying event. Marco did a 
fantastic job. On his second lap he hit traffic otherwise he could have even been 
quicker. We’re very pleased with the weekend so far. But what really counts is the 
race tomorrow.” 
 
Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “First of all, I’d like to say ‘well done’ 
to Allan and his crew on clinching pole. He drove a brilliant lap. I’m personally a bit 
disappointed, as I was quicker in free practice this morning than in qualifying. I was 
a bit too slow on my warm-up lap because I tried to stay clear of traffic. My fast lap 
was okay but not totally without mistakes either. Position three on the grid is a good 
starting base for the race.” 
 
André Lotterer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “This was a tremendous qualifying 
session for Audi with the top four positions. It’s fantastic that the best time was 
immediately achieved with the new hybrid technology. Unfortunately, we fell a little 
short with our car, but third place is a good starting base for the race. Since Marcel 
had been the quickest in free practice we’ve got to analyze why qualifying no longer 
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went so well. Perhaps we changed the car in a way that it no longer fit Marcel as well 
anymore.” 
 
Benoît Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “We were in front in all sessions up 
to qualifying.  But there we didn’t get it right on the dot. That’s not tragic, though, 
because the race is long and the car is running well. We went out later than the 
others. That may have influenced the result. We were only short of a few tenths. 
Now we’re going to set up the car for the race.”  
 
Romain Dumas (Audi R18 ultra #3): “This was not an easy qualifying session. Every 
driver had only two fast laps. In addition, we changed the set-up once more before 
qualifying. Unfortunately, we got stuck in traffic. Fortunately, we gathered a lot of 
important data that will allow us to further improve the car for the race. For 
tomorrow, rain has been predicted. That’s why qualifying today was not crucial.” 
 
Loïc Duval (Audi R18 ultra #3): “Qualifying was quite alright; unfortunately, 
though, I was slowed by traffic on both laps. So, I could have driven even faster, but 
sometimes you’re lucky and sometimes you’re not. But we did achieve our aim of 
Audi starting from the top four positions on the grid.” 
 
Marc Gené (Audi R18 ultra #3): “Loïc unfortunately had traffic on his fast laps, so 
he wasn’t able to fully exploit the car’s potential. Aside from this, the weekend’s 
going really well. I’m getting more and more used to the car on this fantastic track. 
The race is very long and a lot can happen. I’m hoping for us to clinch a podium 
result.” 
 
Qualifying results 
 
1 Capello/Kristensen/McNish (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 2m 01.579s  
2 Bonanomi/Jarvis (Audi R18 ultra) 2m 02.093s  
3 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 2m 02.232s  
4 Dumas/Duval/Gené (Audi R18 ultra) 2m 02.705s 
5 Prost/Jani/Heidfeld (Lola-Toyota) 2m 04.232s  
6 Leventis/Watts/Kane (HPD-Honda) 2m 04.636s  
7 Belicchi/Primat (Lola-Toyota) 2m 05.078s 
8 Brabham/Chandhok/Dumbreck (HPD-Honda) 2m 06.946s  
9 Bourdais/Minassian (Dome-Judd) 2m 06.954s 
10 Moreau/Baguette/Kraihamer (OAK-Pescarolo-Judd) 2m 07.504s 
 
– End – 
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The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011 the Company 
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt 
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is 
built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4 
and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 
has been running since May 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 
has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets 
worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili 
Lamborghini S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. in Brussels (Belgium) and 
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Subject to a positive decision by the responsible competition authorities, the 
Italian sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. will also belong to the Audi Group. 
Audi currently employs around 64,000 people worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. Between 
2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new 
products and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead 
embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) 
and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 and in Mexico in 2016. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility. 


