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Audi R15 TDI on front row at “farewell” 
 
• Starting positions two and four for Audi in ILMC opener at Sebring 
• Romain Dumas second in his first-ever qualifying for Audi 
• 30 degrees in the shade and 56 cars on track 

 
Ingolstadt/Sebring, March 18, 2011 – 30 degrees in the shade and 56 cars on 
mere six-kilometer long race track – the conditions for the season opener of the Le 
Mans Intercontinental Cup (ILMC) at Sebring (U.S. state of Florida) could hardly 
be more difficult. Audi is in a good shape for the classic U.S. endurance race with 
positions two and four on the starting grid. 
 
In its tenth and last race, the Audi R15 TDI has to run with significantly reduced 

engine power due to the new technical regulations. Nevertheless, Frenchman 
Romain Dumas, in his first-ever qualifying session for Audi, was able to split the two 

new Peugeot 908 prototypes and to conquer an unexpected place on the front row 
of the grid for Audi Sport Team Joest with the “old” R15 TDI. 

 
During the 15-minute qualifying session, Tom Kristensen was on a similarly fast lap 

as his team-mate, before losing time in the final corner behind a slower car. Thus 
the second Audi R15 TDI will start the race from grid position four on Saturday at 

10:30 a.m. local time (3:30 p.m in Germany). 
 

Due to the high temperatures and an extremely large starting field of 56 cars from a 
total of six classes, the Audi team during the four practice days exclusively focused 

on race preparations of the two Audi R15 TDI cars making them as comfortable as 
possible for the drivers. Reliability will also play a decisive role over the 12-hour 

distance on the extremely tough track. Historically, this has been a major strength 
of the record winning car of the Le Mans 24 Hours.  

 
Quotes after qualifying 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “It is certainly a good base for a 

12-hour race if you are on the first two rows with both your cars. Especially when 
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you know that it will be a very difficult race with so many cars and certainly a lot of 

caution periods. Tomorrow it will be important to make no strategic mistakes and 
that everybody stays calm, even if the things might get hot on the track from time 

to time.” 
 

Timo Bernhard (Audi R15 TDI #1): “We had a good, productive week so far. Also 
qualifying was really good. Romain (Dumas) put our car on the front row. This is a 

good starting position. The race will not be easy, because with over 50 cars it gets 
pretty close on a 6-kilometre track. In some corners you even cannot drive side by 

side. In addition there is the sand. If you have to go off-line, you quickly collect dirt. 
We know the reliability of the R15 TDI, so we should have fairly good chances.” 

 
Romain Dumas (Audi R15 TDI #1): “To get a front row place on my first ever 

qualifying for Audi is very nice. My fastest lap was good and I did what I needed to 
do. It’s been a long time since I did a qualifying session in a sportscar. The Audi was 

nicely balanced. I don’t think there was much more in the driver and in the car. 
We’ve done a good job so far. Now we wait to see what will happen in the race but 

already we know that it will be long, hot and very competitive. It’s not decisive to 
start second or fourth.” 

 
Mike Rockenfeller (Audi R15 TDI #1): “We know from experience that track 

coditions are constantly changing at Sebring, depending on temperatures and grip 
levels. I think that Romain (Dumas) did a great qualifying. To start from the front 

row is always nice. But the race will be damn long. We knew that qualifying is not 
crucial here. We therefore focused on the race from the very beginning. I hope we 

can still make up one place.” 
 
Dindo Capello (Audi R15 TDI #2): “We have been here for a week and as always, 
the track is always different. What works one day doesn’t work the next. We are 

looking forward to the race and know that we have an advantage compared to our 
competitors with our open car with so many cars on track. We knew that in 

qualifying we would not be on pole but for the race I think we have a good car to 
fight until the end for overall victory.” 

 
Tom Kristensen (Audi R15 TDI #2): “We’ve worked hard concentrating on 

optimizing our ‘old weapon’, the R15 TDI, to give it a great farewell in its final race. 
Qualifying was a good effort – I gave it my best shot. I was on a good lap but caught 

another car in the last corner. I did well not to lose too much time and still place 
fourth. A little more would have been possible – but not pole which was not 

expected, we knew the new Peugeot would be fast over one lap. The race entry must 
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be a record and means that it’ll be a busy and long Saturday for our Audi, crew and 

us drivers. We have to focus on being consistent, concentrated and keep out of 
trouble. We have a great team and we know the car has been bullet proof in the 

past. So fingers crossed.” 
 

Allan McNish (Audi R15 TDI #2): “We have worked hard fine-tuning the set-up for 
the race. This is more important than ever because with over 50 cars on track, traffic 

is a major part of the event. When you have to drive off line to overtake, you need a 
car that you know and feel very comfortable with so that has been one of the main 

objectives this week. We have got a car and a team that has the experience of this 
event and that will be crucial.” 

 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “Romain (Dumas) and Tom 

(Kristensen) have shown in qualifying, that despite the restriction the R15 TDI is 
still quite good. The fact that we are not on pole is not a big surprise. But starting 

from second and fourth positions on the grid is a strong base. It is important that 
the cars are the way the drivers want them. Tomorrow the last tenth of a second will 

not be decisive. This will rather be a strategic and tactical race, marked by numerous 
caution periods. Many incidents will happen. I think for that we have prepared 

ourselves very well.” 
 
Qualifying results  
  
1 Montagny/Sarrazin/Lamy (Peugeot) 1m 46.571s 
2 Bernhard/Dumas/Rockenfeller (Audi R15 TDI) 1m 47.680s 

3 Wurz/Gené/Davidson (Peugeot) 1m 48.020s 
4 Capello/Kristensen/McNish (Audi R15 TDI) 1m 48.173s 

5 Lapierre/Duval/Panis (Peugeot) 1m 48.569s 
6 Pickett/Graf/Luhr (Lola-Aston Martin) 1m 49.679s 

7 Brabham/Franchitti/Pagenaud (Acura/Honda) 1m 49.802s 
8 Prost/Jani/Bleekemolen (Lola-Toyota) 1m 50.756s 

9 Lahaye/Moreau/Ragues (OAK-Pescarolo) 1m 51.781s 
10 Dyson/Smith/Cochran (Lola-Mazda) 1m 52.233s 
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The Audi Group delivered around 1,092,400 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2010. The Company 
posted revenue of €35.4 billion and an operating profit of €3.3 billion in 2010. Audi produces vehicles in 
Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). 
Aurangabad in India saw the start of CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007, of the Audi A4 in 
early October 2008 and of the Audi Q5 in July 2010. Production of the new Audi A1 has been running at 
the Brussels plant since May 2010. The Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI 
AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding 
S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 
60,000 people worldwide, including around 46,600 in Germany. Between 2011 and 2015 the brand with 
the four rings is planning to invest more than €11 billion, mainly in new products, in order to sustain the 
Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to 
increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation. 
 


