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Audi launches title defense in the WEC 
 
• 2013 FIA World Endurance Championship starts at Silverstone 
• WEC season opens in UK, Europe’s second-most important market 
• Thrilling hybrid duel expected with Toyota 

 
Ingolstadt, April 5, 2013 – Last year, Audi won the FIA World Endurance 
Championship (WEC) at Silverstone. April 14 will mark the beginning of the “title 
defense” objective with the further developed Audi R18 e-tron quattro hybrid 
sports car at the 6-hour race on the tradition-steeped English race track.  
 
It will be the first race of the 2013 WEC season but the second sports car event for 
Audi Sport Team Joest this year. In March, the brand with the four rings celebrated a 
one-two victory at the Sebring 12 Hours in Florida, a race that was not part of the 
WEC. At the WEC season opener in England, the two Audi R18 e-tron quattro cars 
will be meeting with two hybrid sports cars from challenger Toyota. At the wheel of 
the two Audi sports prototypes will be the current World Endurance Champions, 
Marcel Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer (CH/D/F), plus Loïc Duval/Tom 
Kristensen/Allan McNish (F/DK/GB). 
 
Last year, the fans saw a battle of the two manufacturers on the 5.891-kilometer 
circuit at Silverstone that was thrilling all the way to the end. After the lead had 
changed 14 times in the course of the six hours of racing, Audi with an advantage of 
55.675 seconds achieved the fourth of five season victories. 
 
This year, the UK crowd can look forward to various new elements in the World 
Endurance Championship. The Audi R18 e-tron quattro version that has been 
improved in many details will be racing in Europe for the first time. This “evolution 
of a revolution” features optimized aerodynamics, a hybrid system that has been 
subjected to further development plus ultra-lightweight design which has been 
optimized yet again. A new driver assistance system has two forward-pointing 
cameras on the roof that improve the driver’s view from the cockpit. 
 
While these developments mark a forward step, the regulations limit the sheer 
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performance potential of the race car in a sensitive area. Due to a smaller air 
restrictor the 3.7-liter V6 TDI engine now delivers only 360 kW (490 hp) – around 
15 kW (20 hp) less than last year.  
 
The sporting regulations feature several changes as well. For the first time, 
qualifying will no longer be contested by just one driver per car. Now, two drivers 
have to complete at least two timed laps. The average of these four fastest laps 
determines the grid position. In the manufacturers’ classification, all eight race 
results will be counted in the 2013 season. There will no longer be any void results 
like last year, so reliability will be even more important than before. 
 
The spectators and motorsport fans in the United Kingdom are not only regarded as 
a particularly knowledgeable and brand-loyal audience. Their love of automobiles is 
reflected in growing enthusiasm for Audi as well. The company has nearly doubled 
its annual sales in the UK within the space of ten years. In fiscal year 2012 alone, 
growth amounted to 7.2 percent. With 123,640 delivered automobiles, the United 
Kingdom is the second-largest European market for Audi after Germany.  
 
Topics of the weekend 
 
• Will Audi be able to repeat last year’s Silverstone victory? 
• What impact will the new qualifying format have? 
• Will the race cars with their reduced power ratings achieve similar lap times as 

last year? 
• Which of the two Audi driver pairings will make the best start into the season? 
 
Quotes by the officials 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich, Head of Audi Motorsport: “The title defense for Audi begins 
in the country that is the European cradle of motorsport – the United Kingdom. A 
year ago, Audi’s hybrid technology prevailed in a thrilling race at Silverstone where 
we celebrated the early title win in the manufacturers’ classification of the FIA 
World Endurance Championship as well. After our victory in the Sebring 12 Hours in 
March, we’re now excited about our first duel this year with our competitor Toyota.” 
 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “Although the WEC season 
only opens in England in the middle of April we started our preparations for the 
season with Audi a long time ago. We participated in a number of track tests this 
year and successfully contested the Sebring 12 Hours. From now on, every single 
point will count. The World Championship will be even more challenging this year as 
we’re expecting to meet with a tough opponent right from the beginning. We’re 
looking forward to this competition.” 
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Facts and quotes by the Audi drivers 
 
Marcel Fässler (36/CH), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• At Silverstone, celebrated his first victory in a 6-hour race last year  
• Won the Sebring 12 Hours in March 
“The track at Silverstone is nice, fast and suits me really well. My two team-mates 
and I want to repeat last year’s victory for Audi. The crowd in England is very special. 
For the large number of fans in the UK, Silverstone has the tradition of being the 
home of motorsport.” 
 
André Lotterer (31/D), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Wants to defend the World Champion’s title with his team-mates 
• WEC season opener marks first racing commitment in the 2013 season 
“After my team-mates won the 12-hour race at Sebring, I’m looking forward to my 
first race this year at Silverstone. I hope that Benoît Tréluyer and Marcel Fässler will 
be bringing the momentum from America to the WEC season opener. We want to 
win this race again. We’re hoping for good weather in April. But even if it should 
rain, this won’t be a problem – because our car’s got quattro drive.”  
 
Benoît Tréluyer (36/F), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Is starting his fourth season with Audi 
• Celebrated victory at Sebring in the 12-hour race 
“Silverstone will be an initial assessment of where Audi stands in the battle with 
Toyota. The circuit is fast but not as fast as the track at Le Mans. I really enjoyed the 
race last year. Of course, we want to win again.”  
 
Loïc Duval (30/F), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Is contesting his first full WEC season  
• Clinched a victory and a second place in the WEC last year 
“For me, everything is new. My season will begin at Silverstone and I’m happy about 
starting into the WEC alongside Tom Kristensen and Allan McNish for the first time. 
I don’t know the current Silverstone track configuration while I’m driving the R18 e-
tron quattro in a race for the first time as well. With so many things being new I’ve 
set myself one aim: to get through the weekend without any mistakes in order to 
achieve a good result.”  
 
Tom Kristensen (45/DK), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• The eight-time Le Mans winner is the WEC runner-up of the 2012 season 
• At Sebring, he took second place in March 
“Silverstone is a nice venue for starting the World Championship. I’m expecting 
even more fans this year than last year. I’m eager to see how strong the other teams 
will be this season. There are a lot of ‘courage’ corners at Silverstone, plus very 
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narrow hairpin turns. This mix will no doubt be suiting our new car well.”  
 
Allan McNish (43/GB), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• The Scotsman experiences his “home” round at Silverstone 
• He started from the first row there last year 
“We’re all looking forward to the World Championship. For me, it starts with a 
‘home’ round. The weather at Silverstone will play a role and we’re expecting it to be 
much colder in April than it was at the last race in summer. If it rains we might have 
a small advantage thanks to e-tron quattro. But even in the fast turns like in the 
section from Copse to Stowe our car was very good last year. We’ve been paying 
attention to improving our acceleration out of slow turns as well. The 2013-
specification R18 e-tron quattro is a competitive car.” 
 
The Audi drivers at Silverstone 
 
Loïc Duval (F): * June 12, 1982 in Chartres (F); residence: Tokyo (J); single (partner 
Gaëlle), one son (Hugo); height: 1.78 m; weight: 70 kg; Audi driver since 2012; Le 
Mans victories: 0; WEC races: 3; WEC victories: 1; WEC pole positions: 0; fastest 
WEC laps: 1; best result WEC Silverstone: – 
 
Marcel Fässler (CH): * May 27, 1976 in Einsiedeln (CH); residence: Gross (CH); 
married to Isabel, four daughters (Shana, Elin, Yael and Delia); height: 1.78 m; 
weight: 78 kg; Audi driver since 2008; Le Mans victories: 2; WEC races: 8; WEC 
victories: 3; WEC pole positions: 0; fastest WEC laps: 1; best result WEC Silverstone: 
1 
 
Tom Kristensen (DK): * July 07, 1967 in Hobro (DK); residence: Monaco (MC); single 
(partner: Hanne), two sons (Oliver and Oswald) and one daughter (Carla Marlou); 
height: 1.74 m; weight: 72 kg; Audi driver since 2000, Le Mans victories: 8; WEC 
races: 8; WEC victories: 1; WEC pole positions: 0; fastest WEC laps: 1; best result 
WEC Silverstone: 3  
 
André Lotterer (D): * November 19, 1981 in Duisburg (D); residence: Tokyo (J); 
single; height: 1.84 m; weight: 74 kg; Audi driver since 2010; Le Mans victories: 2; 
WEC races: 8; WEC victories: 3; WEC pole positions: 2; fastest WEC laps: 1; best 
result WEC Silverstone: 1 
 
Allan McNish (GB): * December 29, 1969 in Dumfries (GB); residence: Monaco (MC); 
married to Kelly, one son (Finlay), one daughter (Charlotte Amelie); height: 1.65 m; 
weight: 60 kg; Audi driver in 2000, since 2004; Le Mans victories: 2; WEC races: 8; 
WEC victories: 1; WEC pole positions: 2; fastest WEC laps: 0; best result WEC 
Silverstone: 3 
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Benoît Tréluyer (F): * December 07, 1976 in Alençon (F); residence: Gordes (F); 
married to Melanie, one son (Jules); height: 1.78 m; weight: 68 kg; Audi driver since 
2010; Le Mans victories: 2; WEC races: 8; WEC victories: 3; WEC pole positions: 1; 
fastest WEC laps: 0; best result WEC Silverstone: 1 
 
All Silverstone winners (since 2004) 
 
2004 Pierre Kaffer/Allan McNish (Audi) 
2005 Allan McNish/Stéphane Ortelli (Audi) 
2007 Marc Gené/Nicolas Minassian (Peugeot) 
2008 Dindo Capello/Allan McNish (Audi) 
2009 Olivier Panis/Nicolas Lapierre (Oreca) 
2010 Anthony Davidson/Nicolas Minassian (Peugeot) 
2011 Simon Pagenaud/Sébastien Bourdais (Peugeot) 
2012 Marcel Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer (Audi) 
 
Track info 
 
Track length: 5.891 km  
Race duration: 6 hours 
Qualifying record on this track: Allan McNish, Audi R15 TDI, 1m 43.475s = 204.954 
km/h (September 11, 2010)  
Race record on this track: Nicolas Lapierre, Toyota, 1m 44.059s = 203.804 km/h 
(August 26, 2012)  
Pole position 2012: Benoît Tréluyer, Audi R18 e-tron quattro, 1m 43.663s = 
204.582 km/h (August 25, 2012)  
Fastest lap 2012: Nicolas Lapierre, Toyota, 1m 44.059s = 203.804 km/h (August 
26, 2012) 
 
 
 
Allan McNish comments on the Silverstone track 
 
“In April, the weather in the UK is changeable and the tire choice difficult. The track 
was modified two years ago. Turn 1 is a very fast corner that we drive in fourth gear. 
Then the slowest passage follows. Afterwards, we immediately start accelerating 
again to have a chance for overtaking towards Luffield. We brake far into this 
corner. Then we move on towards Copse, Becketts and Stowe – the fast corners. We 
practically throw the car into these turns. There are a few bumps approaching 
Stowe. In Club corner and on the way back to the start and finish, it’s not easy to put 
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the power on the ground. At Silverstone, we’ve got a maximum of three places for 
overtaking – when braking into Club, Luffield and Stowe.” 
 
Schedule (local times; CEST –1 hour) 
 
Friday, April 12 
12:25–13:55  Free practice 1  
16:25–17:55  Free practice 2   
 
Saturday, April 13 
09:00–10:00  Free practice 3 
12:40–13:00  Qualifying LMP1 and LMP2 
 
Sunday, April 14 
12:00–18:00  6-hour race 
 
– End – 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered more than 1,455,100 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2012. In 2012, 
the Company posted revenue of €48.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.4 billion. Audi produces 
vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels 
(Belgium). The Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In November 2012, CKD production of the Audi 
Q7 was added to the existing Audi A4, A6 and Q5 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the 
Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 has been running since 2010, while production of the new A1 
Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company 
is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft. (Győr, Hungary), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy), 
AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. (Brussels, Belgium), quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm and the sports motorcycle 
manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). Audi currently employs more than 68,000 
people worldwide, including around 50,000 in Germany. The brand with the four rings plans to invest a 
total of €11 billion by 2015 – mainly in new products and the expansion of production capacities – in 
order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” claim. Audi 
is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 
and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016.  
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik”, which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility.  


