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Audi launches “race experience”  
 

• Audi customers can book racing commitments with the R8 LMS  
• Vehicles to be fielded by the Audi “factory” team Joest 
• Offer is unique in the world  
 
Ingolstadt, March 3, 2010 – The Audi driving experience is expanding its portfolio 
by offering an opportunity that is unique in the world: effective immediately, Audi 
customers with sporting ambitions can book exclusive racing commitments with 
the Audi R8 LMS. Audi is making its Le Mans-winning team available for this 
purpose.  
 
“For the first time, the Audi race experience offers customers the opportunity to 
participate in a race with a professional Audi ‘factory’ team without having to enter 
into a long-term commitment or to make a high financial investment,” explains 
Klaus Demel, who is in charge of the Audi driving experience. “I’m very happy that 
we’ve been able to win Audi Sport and Reinhold Joest’s team as a partners for this 
project.” 
 
The Audi R8 LMS that has been specifically developed for use in customer sport and 
was the GT3 car to be beaten last year right in its first racing season provides the 
base for the new Audi race experience. In addition, as many as 120 customers had 
the opportunity of an active driving experience with the 386-kW mid-engine sports 
car at the end of October 2009 during the Audi sportscar experience. 
 
The Audi race experience now marks the next stage. It offers customers the 
opportunity to contest races with the Audi R8 LMS themselves – on request even 
together with professional race drivers. The vehicles will be prepared and fielded by 
one of the world’s most successful sports car teams: the squad of Reinhold Joest 
that has won the famous 24 Hours of Le Mans as many as six times for Audi and that 
will again compete in the French endurance classic on June 12/13 with the latest-
specification Audi R15 TDI.  
 
“Actually, the idea of letting customers contest races with a high-caliber sports car 
like the R8 LMS could only have come from Audi,” says Ralf Jüttner, Managing 
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Director of Joest Racing GmbH. “Although this is an unusual task for us it is, no 
doubt, a very interesting one as well. We’re proud to have been selected as the race 
team.” 
 
The Audi race experience team Joest is planning a total of six races for the 2010 
season, fielding two cars each as part of the “Langstreckenmeisterschaft” (VLN) on 
the Nürburgring-Nordschleife, starting with the race on April 24. In addition, there 
are plans for events with the Audi R8 LMS on race tracks and at the Groß Dölln driver 
training facility at which the customers will be trained and can also obtain the 
required racing license.   
 
“As far as I know, Audi is the first automobile manufacturer in the world to offer 
such a program,” says Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “This shows 
yet again how innovative and progressive the Audi brand is. Our colleagues from the 
Audi driving experience and Reinhold Joest’s squad with whom we’ve been 
successfully working together since twelve years will provide our customers with an 
exclusive and unforgettable motorsport experience. And the Audi R8 LMS, which, 
according to our “factory” drivers, is a very forgiving GT3 car is perfectly suited for 
this project which we fully support on the part of Audi Sport.” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
AUDI AG sold around 950,000 cars in 2009. The Company posted revenue of €34.2 billion and profit 
before tax of €3.2 billion in 2008. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ 
(Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India saw the start of CKD 
production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 2008. The Company is 
active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include Automobili 
Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi 
currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, including 46,500 in Germany. The brand with the 
four rings invests around €2 billion each year in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead 
embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to significantly increase the 
number of models in its portfolio to 42. Audi celebrated its 100th birthday in 2009. The Company was 
founded by August Horch in Zwickau on July 16, 1909; he named it Audi after the Latin translation of his 
surname (“hark!”). 
 
AUDI AG will present the complete results for the 2009 business year at its Annual Press Conference on 
March 9, 2010 in Ingolstadt. 
 


