
Audi  
MediaInfo 

1/2 

Audi is ready for Formula E’s debut in Spain 
 
• Electric racing series hosts two races on Valencia circuit 
• Lucas di Grassi and René Rast set their sights on the podium 
• Team Principal Allan McNish: “Everyone in the team is fired up for the first 

trophies” 
 
Neuburg a. d. Donau, April 19, 2021 – Formula E has already held races in 17 different 
countries and a new one will be added this weekend: Spain. On the circuit in Valencia, 
Lucas di Grassi and René Rast, together with the Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler team, will be 
fighting for the first podium finish of the still young world championship season on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
 
So familiar and yet so new: Since the fourth season, Valencia has been the venue for the official 
pre-season test before the opening race. Like all of the other teams, Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler 
has completed more laps on the permanent race track than on any other circuit in the world. 
Now, a modified version of the track will be the venue for rounds five and six of the season. 
Formula E is now in a two-week rhythm: Rome just over a week ago, now Valencia, and two 
weeks later, it will be one of the season highlights in Monaco. 
 
“The focus in pre-season testing is not on race preparation or a perfect set-up for qualifying, so 
the laps completed in Valencia don’t help us that much,” says Team Principal Allan McNish. This 
is especially the case, because the layout has also been changed slightly: There’s now a tight 
chicane at the beginning of the main straight and an additional combination of tight corners at 
the exit of the back straight, which will provide more action. The sporting goals, however, 
remain unchanged. McNish: “We clearly were disappointed not to win in Rome but that adds 
drive and determination for Valencia. Everyone in our team, the drivers, engineers and 
mechanics, is fired up for our first trophies.” 
 
Lucas di Grassi has some catching up to do after the Brazilian lost his victory in Saturday’s race in 
Rome, when he came to a standstill shortly before the end of the race, and then crashed out one 
day later due to contact with a competitor through no fault of his own. “The weekend in Rome 
was a tough one that we first had to process,” says di Grassi. “On the positive side, we know that 
the e-tron FE07 is a car we can take to victory and that’s exactly our goal at every race. The 
season is long, no driver or team has pulled away yet.” 
 
After a strong comback drive into the points on Saturday and an accident on Sunday in Rome, 
René Rast is looking forward to the next races. “Valencia is a completely unusual track for 
Formula E: There are many very fast sections, no really tight hairpins and wide run-off zones that 
forgive the occasional mistake,” says Rast. This is the first time that Formula E has held a race 
on a “real” permanent racetrack without temporary elements such as walls acting as track 
boundaries. 
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As was the case recently in Diriyah and Rome, Formula E will also hold two races during one 
weekend in Valencia. In Germany, Austria and Switzerland, SAT.1 will be broadcasting live from 
Valencia and will also show all of the free practice sessions and both qualifying sessions live on 
ran.de. The SAT.1 broadcast of the two races will begin at 14:25 on Saturday, followed by 13:30 
on Sunday , together with the team of the presenters Andrea Kaiser and Matthias Killing. All of 
the international broadcasters, including broadcast times, can be found online at 
www.fiaformulae.com. 
 
In addition to the Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler factory team, the customer team Envision Virgin 
Racing will also be racing for points with the e-tron FE07 developed by Audi. This season, Nick 
Cassidy and Robin Frijns are competing for the British squad which, like Audi Sport ABT 
Schaeffler, has been a member of the Formula E family since the first race in 2014. 
 
 
Motorsport Communications 
Daniel Schuster 
Phone: +49 841 89-38009 
E-mail: daniel2.schuster@audi.de 
www.audi-mediacenter.com  

 
 

 

 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 19 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy), and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). 

In 2020, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.693 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 7,430 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 48,042 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2020 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €50.0 billion and an operating profit before special items of €2.7 billion. 
At present, 87,000 people work for the company all over the world, 60,000 of them in Germany. With new 
models, innovative mobility offerings and other attractive services, Audi is becoming a provider of 
sustainable, individual premium mobility. 

 
 


