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Audi in front for the third time in WEC 
qualifying 
 
• Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer on pole at São Paulo 
• Duval/Kristensen/McNish complete front row 
• Third consecutive best time in qualifying after Spa and Le Mans 

 
Ingolstadt/São Paulo, August 31, 2013 – Audi has created an ideal starting base 
for round four of the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC). The two Audi 
R18 e-tron quattro cars of Audi Sport Team Joest qualified for the front row of the 
6-hour race with a difference of only five hundredths of a second.  
 
The two Audi driver squads fought a thrilling battle for the best positions on the 
grid. Marcel Fässler (CH) on his two qualifying laps in car number ‘1’ met with his 
team-mate Loïc Duval (F) in number ‘2.’ Afterward, Benoît Tréluyer (F) and Tom 
Kristensen (DK) took over the cockpits. In the aggregate of the four fastest lap 
times, this year’s Le Mans winners initially had a lead of 0.172 seconds. But then 
Tréluyer upped the ante once more and in the average of all the times posted 
achieved an advantage of 0.05 seconds over the sister car. After Duval had last 
clinched the pole position at Le Mans in June, car number ‘1,’ just like at Spa in May, 
managed the leap to the top. Challenger Toyota with a gap of 0.277 seconds took 
third place in qualifying at São Paulo. 
 
While the result was close on Saturday it hardly allows any conclusions to be drawn 
about the relative strengths on Sunday. On the track at Interlagos with its narrow 
and relatively slow middle sector, Audi, due to the regulations, is not allowed to use 
the hybrid system of the R18 e-tron quattro below 120 km/h. In addition, Audi 
Sport Team Joest is expecting to make an additional pit stop compared to the 
strongest competitor, Toyota, as the fuel tank capacity of the diesel hybrid sports 
car, due to the regulations as well, is significantly smaller.  
 
The 6-hour race at São Paulo starts at 12:00, local time, on Sunday. Round four of 
the 2013 WEC season can be watched by live streaming on the internet at 
www.audi-motorsport.com and at www.fiawec.com. Eurosport will broadcast a 
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summary of the race in Germany on Tuesday, September 3, from 9.15 to 9.45. 
 
Quotes after qualifying 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “Qualifying has shown that we’ve 
got a drivers’ squad that drives on a very high and consistent level. I’m very pleased 
with grid positions one and two – that was a superb performance. But on Sunday a 
new task is awaiting us. We expect having to make one more pit stop than our 
competitors from Toyota as the fuel tank capacity was changed once more before Le 
Mans. But we’re going to give everything to turn this into a good result anyhow.”  
 
Chris Reinke (Head of LMP): “Our drivers were very concentrated, the cars 
presented themselves perfectly and the team did a very good job. That was a very 
motivating start to the weekend. We’re well prepared and can hardly wait for the 
race to start.” 
 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “After the free practice 
sessions, we expected such a close qualifying. Positions one and two are very good 
starting bases. Furthermore, car number ‘1’ on clinching the best time secured a 
point in the drivers’ championship. The cars were running well, all the drivers are 
pleased. Tom Kristensen had a small spin toward the end and wanted to go out once 
more. But we’ve got to think about Sunday because the tires from qualifying are 
prescribed for the beginning of the race as well. The fans can look forward to an 
entertaining race.” 
 
Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “Only in qualifying for the Sebring 12 
Hours the gaps between our cars were even closer this year than they were this time. 
In the end, only the time counts, no matter how small the gap is. More important 
than this difference is the fact that we made up a point in the Championship: A 
small step in a big recovery!” 
 
André Lotterer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “I can superbly rely on my team-
mates. The whole squad did a first-class job. That it’s so close is a good sign for both 
cars. The important thing is for us to stay in front of Toyota. I hope that the 
positions will remain the same tomorrow...” 
 
Benoît Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “The task was pretty difficult. On 
new tires, Marcel delivered a first-rate job. I wasn’t so confident in the beginning 
because I caught other cars and my car had significant understeer. In the end, I 
managed some pretty good laps anyhow. It’s important that the tires remained in 
good condition for the race. And of course on Sunday it’ll be about strategy as well. 
Things are looking good but we’ve got to maintain our concentration.” 
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Loïc Duval (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “The positive thing was that our Audi R18 
e-tron quattro feels very good. I suppose I was a bit too conservative on my laps but 
the times weren’t bad despite that. Now we’re in second place even though we’d 
have preferred being in first. But we’re part of the front and absolutely competitive. 
A year ago, Toyota were far ahead of us, now we’re in front.” 
 
Tom Kristensen (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “Our car was running well and my 
first timed lap was fast. Unfortunately, the second one wasn’t quite so good 
anymore. When I saw my time of 1m 21.3s I knew that position one was realistic. 
But unfortunately I hit the left curb in turn one and spun. I let the car coast and 
thus saved the tires for the race. Congratulations to our team-mates on their 
flawless performance.” 
 
Allan McNish (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “For Audi, the solid line-up on the 
front row is fantastic. Loïc and Tom, unfortunately, didn’t always catch a clear lap. 
The important thing is that all of us feel comfortable in our Audi R18 e-tron quattro. 
On Sunday I’m expecting a very hard race because Toyota so far have usually been a 
bit stronger in the race than in qualifying. But we’ve got a very good car for this 
task.”  
 
 
Qualifying results 
 
1 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 1m 21.303s 
2 Duval/Kristensen/McNish (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 1m 21.353s  
3 Buemi/Davidson/Sarrazin (Toyota) 1m 21.580s 
4 Beche/Heidfeld/Prost (Lola-Toyota) 1m 23.623s 
5 Conway/Martin/Rusinov (Oreca-Nissan) 1m 27.355s 
6 Kaffer/Perez Companc/Minassian (Oreca-Nissan) 1m 27.830s 
7 Baguette/Gonzalez/Plowman (Morgan-Nissan) 1m 28.300s 
8 Jeannette/Wirdheim/Zugel (Zytek-Nissan) 1m 28.318s 
7 Charouz/Holzer/Kraihamer (Lotus) 1m 28.556s 
10 Brundle/Heinemeier Hansson/Pla (Morgan-Nissan) 1m 28.577s 
 
 
– End – 
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In 2012, the Audi Group delivered 1,455,123 cars of the Audi brand to its customers, generated revenue 
of €48.8 billion and achieved an operating profit of €5.4 billion. The Audi Group is globally present in 
more than 100 markets and produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), 
Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), 
Changchun (China) and Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with four rings will produce cars also in Foshan 
(China) as of late 2013 and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) starting in 2016. AUDI AG’s wholly owned 
subsidiaries include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, 
Italy) and the sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The Group 
currently employs more than 70,000 people worldwide, including around 50,000 in Germany. Total 
investment of approximately €11 billion is planned by 2015 – mainly in new products and sustainable 
technologies. Audi lives up to its corporate responsibility and has strategically established the principle 
of sustainability for its products and processes. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility.  


