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Audi factory driver Tom Kristensen ends 
unique professional career 
 
• Le Mans record winner to become representative and partner of Audi 
• Last race on November 30 in WEC finale in Brazil 
• Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Ullrich: “We’re happy that Tom Kristensen 

has been and continues to be an ‘Audian.’”  
 

Ingolstadt, November 19, 2014 – One of the really big names in sports is retiring: 
Le Mans record winner Tom Kristensen will contest his last race as a professional 
race driver in São Paulo (Brazil) at the end of November. The 47-year-old Dane 
will be retained by the brand with the four rings as a representative and partner of 
Audi Sport. 
 
“Naturally, the retirement of a remarkable personality like Tom Kristensen is a great 
loss for Audi Sport Team Joest and the entire endurance racing scene,” says Head of 
Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “We can understand his decision to quit at 
the pinnacle of his career. He’s the last member of the generation that Audi began 
with in prototype racing. Tom has been competing in the FIA World Endurance 
Championship (WEC) as the reigning World Champion this year and shown that he’s 
still one of the world’s fastest and best sports car drivers. We’ll miss him as a driver 
but he’s going to continue to support us with his wealth of experience and his 
personality. We’re happy that Tom Kristensen has been and will continue to be an 
‘Audian’ with his heart and soul.” 
 
“I’ve had the privilege of driving for the best team and the world’s coolest 
automobile manufacturer for 15 years,” emphasizes Tom Kristensen. “I’ve had great 
team-mates and worked together with fantastic people. With Audi, I’ve been able to 
win many titles and numerous races as well as experiencing some unforgettable, 
emotional moments. My string of victories in the Le Mans 24 Hours would not have 
been possible without Audi. Leaving this team as a driver is hard for me. But the day 
had to come at one time or another. I can only thank Audi and the entire staff for 
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the great time I’ve had and look forward to my new tasks for the brand and the 
team of Audi Sport.” 
 
Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich got the Dane to join Audi at the end 
of 1999. Together with Frank Biela and Emanuele Pirro, Tom Kristensen, in the 12-
hour race at Sebring (USA) in March of 2000, achieved Audi’s first victory in a sports 
car race, plus the brand’s first victory in the Le Mans 24 Hours in June of 2000. In 
the Audi R8, the trio Biela/Pirro/Kristensen was the first driver team in history to 
win the world’s most famous endurance race three times in succession.  
 
With Bentley and two Audi customer teams, Kristensen, from 2003 to 2005,  
celebrated three more triumphs at Le Mans, marking six consecutive wins – the 
iconic endurance race had never before seen such a string of victories. In 2008 and 
2013, the Dane took two more victories, in the new Audi R10 TDI and the Audi R18 
e-tron quattro. With a track record of nine victories in total, Tom Kristensen is the 
most successful Le Mans driver of all time. Seven of these wins he celebrated with 
Audi. 
 
In 2002, Kristensen won the American Le Mans Series in the Audi R8. And in the 
DTM the Dane showed his class as well. With nine pole positions, four race victories 
and 18 podium places, he was one of the most successful and best drivers of the 
Audi A4 DTM from 2004 to 2009. However, the DTM, at the beginning of 2007, was 
also the series in which he had the most severe accident in his career that kept him 
from racing for several weeks. 
 
Kristensen owed his ability to make a quick comeback to his outstanding fitness 
back then. The Dane is still a role model in this respect and will increasingly support 
Audi Sport in this area in the future. 
 
His last race as a professional race driver will be the finale of the FIA World 
Endurance Championship (WEC) in Brazil on November 30. Tom Kristensen will be 
tackling it in the car bearing the number that fits him best: car number ‘1.’  
 
– End – 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered approximately 1,575,500 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2013. As one 
of the most successful models, the Audi A3 has been awarded the title of “World Car of the Year 2014“ 
by an international jury of journalists (combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 7.1 – 3.2; combined CO2 
emissions in g/km: 165 – 85). In 2013, the company reported revenue of €49.9 billion and an operating 
profit of €5.03 billion. The company operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production 
facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava 
(Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), Changchun (China) and Jakarta 
(Indonesia). Since the end of 2013, the brand with the Four Rings has also been producing cars in Foshan 
(China). In 2015, Audi will start production in São José dos Pinhais (Brazil), followed by  
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San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. Wholly owned subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH 
(Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding 
S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy), the sports motorcycle manufacturer. The company currently employs 
approximately 76,000 people worldwide, thereof more than 53,400 in Germany. Total investment of 
around €22 billion is planned from 2014 to 2018 – primarily in new products and sustainable 
technologies. Audi is committed to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of 
sustainability for its products and processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


