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Audi driver Tréluyer shines in comeback 
 

• Frenchman best driver of a DTM car in “dream race” at Fuji on Saturday 
• Spectacular first joint race of DTM and SUPER GT 
• DTM Champion René Rast thrills fans with fightback 

Fuji, November 23, 2019 – Surprise in the “dream race” at Fuji (Japan): in the turbulent first 
joint race of the DTM and the Japanese SUPER GT Championship, Benoît Tréluyer in sixth 
position was the best Audi driver on Saturday.  
 
In his first race with the Audi RS 5 DTM, the Frenchman benefited from a late safety car period. 
On the freshest tires in the field, Tréluyer made up several positions after the restart and 
crossed the finish line as the best-placed driver of a DTM car.  
 
“That was huge fun today,” the Le Mans winner and World Endurance Champion, who is racing 
at Fuji with support by Audi Japan and Hitotsuyama Racing for Audi’s customer team WRT Team 
Audi Sport, enthused. “I extremely enjoyed my first race in the Audi RS 5 DTM – especially of 
course the last laps after the restart, that’s when we were really fast. I hadn’t expected such a 
result in my comeback after a three-year break. I’m deeply sorry about touching ‘Rocky’ and 
causing him to spin in the commotion after the restart. He didn’t see me and I just didn’t have 
any room to get out of his way.”  
 
Following a difficult qualifying, René Rast in the Audi RS 5 DTM of Audi Sport Team Rosberg 
from the 13th spot on the grid fought back into the top six and thrilled the large crowd of 
Japanese trackside fans with spectacular duels during his fightback. On degrading tires, the 
German, dropped to eighth position in the final stage. 
 
With Mike Rockenfeller from Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline in 13th place, Audi also provided 
the third-best driver of the DTM lineup on Saturday in spite of the collision with Tréluyer.  
 
Loïc Duval from Audi Sport Team Phoenix shone in qualifying in rainy conditions with the 
second-best time. However, on the way to the starting grid, the Frenchmen slipped off the wet 
track. His car was so heavily damaged in the incident that his place on the front row remained 
empty. For the second race on Sunday (start at 2.30 PM local time/6.30 AM CET) his Audi RS 5 
DTM will be ready to race again.  
 
“This was a turbulent and riveting race,” said Head of Audi Motorsport Dieter Gass. 
“Unfortunately, we weren’t able to fight for victory today. The SUPER GT cars were simply a little 
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too fast for us to be in contention and also had less tire wear. That made it difficult for us. Even 
so, we won the classification within the DTM and saw many thrilling duels – especially at the end 
after the safety car. I’m very happy for Ben (Tréluyer). He made good use of his tire advantage 
toward the end. I feel that the fans already got their money’s worth today and very much hope 
that we’ll do even better tomorrow in order to deliver an even better show to the spectators. 
The atmosphere was already outstanding today.”  

In Germany, SAT.1 starts airing live coverage from Japan at 6.25 AM (CET) on both Saturday and 
Sunday. The race can also be watched live on the DTM’s new OTT streaming platform at 
www.dtm.com/de/dtm-grid/event/fuji-dream-race. 

– End – 

 
 
The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful 
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 
markets worldwide and produces at 18 locations in 13 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG 
include Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and 
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  
 
In 2018, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.812 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 5,750 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 53,004 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At present, 
approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them in 
Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility. 

 


