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Audi driver Ekström unfortunate, Rast catches up 
 

• René Rast in fifth place best Audi driver 

• Leader of the standings Mattias Ekström strong in rain, but without points 
• Difficult conditions in Saturday’s DTM race at the Nürburgring 
 
Neuburg/Nürburg, September 9, 2017 – In a difficult wet race at the Nürburgring, the front 
runners in the DTM standings have moved closer together. Before race two on Sunday (start 
at 3:15 PM), Audi driver Mattias Ekström is only one point ahead of Saturday’s winner Lucas 
Auer (Mercedes-Benz) and four in front of René Rast, who in position five in race one was the 
best Audi driver.  
 
All day, heavy rain showers in the Eifel made for changeable conditions which, in total within the 

Audi squad, René Rast and Audi Sport Team Rosberg handled best. DTM rookie Rast in qualifying 
on a drying track was the fastest Audi driver, in position seven. In the early stage of the race, the 

German, following a collision for which he received a caution, dropped to eleventh place. While 
many drivers switched from rain tires to slicks about halfway through the race, Rast delayed his 

pit stop as long as possible. As a result of this strategy, he still advanced to position five.  
 

“It was a difficult race, but in the end a good result with fifth place,” said Rast. “I was the best 
Audi driver once again and scored important points for the championship. Initially, things 

weren’t looking so good. The first set of tires was not the way I expected it to be. On the second 
one, it was much better.” 

 
His teammate, Jamie Green, changed tires even later and advanced to sixth place that way after 

the Briton had been in 18th and last place in the first half of the race. The two drivers of Audi 
Sport Team Rosberg were the only two Audi campaigners on Saturday to score points.  

 
Mattias Ekström suffered misfortune in a major way. The Swede from Audi Sport Team Abt 

Sportsline on a wet track in the first half of the race battled his way forwards from grid position 
eleven to sixth place, but changed from rain tires to slicks just at the moment when rain set in 

again at the Nürburgring. Ekström then had to pit for another tire change and finished the race 
in position 15.   

 
His teammate, Nico Müller, changed tires twice as well, but with two early stops managed to 

advance to eleventh place after having started from the last row. Mike Rockenfeller and Loïc 
Duval finished the first of the two races of Audi Sport Team Phoenix on home soil in positions 14 
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and 18. 

 
“René (Rast) and Jamie (Green) under today’s conditions did everything right,” said Head of Audi 

Motorsport Dieter Gass. “For Mattias (Ekström), who was doing really well and might have even 
finished third or fourth, the race was very frustrating. Unfortunately, he pitted for the tire 

change at exactly the wrong moment. As a result, he hopelessly lost ground which was very 
painful with respect to the championship.”  

 
Results of race 1: 
1 Lucas Auer (Mercedes-Benz) 33 laps in 54m 12.443s 
2 Paul Di Resta (Mercedes-Benz) + 0.794s 

3 Robert Wickens (Mercedes-Benz) + 1.568s 
4 Maro Engel (Mercedes-Benz) + 5.344s 

5 René Rast (AUTO BILD MOTORSPORT Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg) + 9.758s 
6 Jamie Green (Hoffmann Group Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg) + 24.531s 

11 Nico Müller (Playboy Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) + 1m 01.058s 
14 Mike Rockenfeller (Schaeffler Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Phoenix) + 1m 28.308s 

15 Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) - 1 lap 
18 Loïc Duval (Castrol EDGE Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Phoenix) - 1 lap 

 
– End –  

Der Audi-Konzern mit seinen Marken Audi, Ducati und Lamborghini ist einer der erfolgreichsten Hersteller 
The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi 
Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016 
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At 
present, approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them 
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.  

  

 
 


