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Audi driver Allan McNish on front row of the 
grid 
 
• Audi misses best time in qualifying by a tenth of a second 
• Allan McNish is two tenths quicker than team-mate André Lotterer 
• Balanced qualifying tally for both driver teams 

 
Ingolstadt/Shanghai, October 27, 2012 – In qualifying for the finale of the FIA 
World Endurance Championship (WEC) at Shanghai, Allan McNish drove the 
second-fastest lap. The Scotsman only missed setting the best time by a razor-
thin margin. 
 
Allan McNish in the Audi R18 e-tron quattro achieved his personal best time on his 
first “flying” lap when it only took him 1m 48.373s to complete the 5.451-
kilometer distance of the track at Shanghai. Only Toyota driver Alexander Wurz was 
a tenth of a second faster later in the session. Audi thus managed to clearly improve 
its performance from the free practice sessions. The day before, the time difference 
between the two teams in the second free practice had amounted to 1.1 seconds 
and in the third free practice session this morning it had been 1.6 seconds. 
 
The second Audi R18 e-tron quattro will start the race on Sunday from position 
three. After a small mistake on his first timed lap, André Lotterer at the wheel of car 
number “1” was trailing the front runners by 1.3 seconds. The German later 
managed a remarkable recovery when he reduced his deficit by an entire second to 
three tenths of a second on the same set of tires. 
 
With these performances, the two driver squads have achieved a balanced tally in 
qualifying throughout the season. This year, car number “2” finished the inter-team 
comparison best on four occasions and so did car number “1.” On five of the eight 
race weekends, Audi clinched the top spot on the grid. 
 
The start of the race on Sunday at 11:00 local time marks the final round of the 
battle for the title: Marcel Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer have a 16.5-point 
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advantage in the standings over Tom Kristensen/Allan McNish. Both teams are 
battling for the title in the drivers’ championship. 
 
The eighth WEC round will start on Sunday at 11:00 local time (4:00 CET) and can 
be watched live on the internet: www.audi-liveracing.com will broadcast the entire 
race.   
 
 

Quotes after qualifying 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “Unfortunately we missed setting 
the fastest time by a very narrow margin and took positions two and three. After the 
previous free practice sessions we did a good job and clearly reduced the gaps. I’m 
hoping that we’ll be able to manage another small step on Sunday because our aim 
is to win the finale.” 
 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “The three best cars in the 
field simultaneously started their chase for times. Allan McNish’s first lap was 
superb. I’d have hardly thought it possible for us to achieve such a time. With that, 
we were initially running in front. But Alexander Wurz in the Toyota improved by 
two tenths of a second, which put him one tenth ahead of Allan. André Lotterer had 
some minor difficulties on his first lap. The gaps are a little smaller than expected. 
That’s why I’m confident for the race.” 
 
Tom Kristensen (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “After optimizing our car for the 
race in practice in dry, damp and wet conditions, exactly one fast lap counted in 
qualifying. Allan achieved a really good time on it. On this track with its different 
types of turns and the resulting compromise for the set-up, that was anything but 
easy.” 
 
Allan McNish (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “It was a good qualifying session and 
it’s nice to be on the front row. The gap to Toyota is small. The car had good balance 
and I was able to make perfect use of the tires. I’m pleased with our performance. 
I’m happy for Audi Sport Team Joest plus the fact that we’re in contention for the 
title through to the end. But I’m also aware of the fact that the race won’t be easy.” 
 
Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “Third place doesn’t mean the end of 
the world. The deficit of three tenths of a second isn’t large. We’re now starting on 
the inside of the track which isn’t bad with respect to the first turn. The race will last 
for six hours. It’s important that our pace is right. The times are close together. 
That’s why I’m optimistic.” 



 

3/4  

 
André Lotterer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “Qualifying was okay – we managed 
to clearly improve the car compared with yesterday. The gap to Toyota isn’t very 
large, so I’m confident for the race. I’m not completely happy with my own 
performance because I made a small mistake in turn 14 and the front right wheel 
locked. That cost me some time when the tires were working at their best.” 
 
Benoît Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “Since Saturday morning we’ve 
achieved a pretty good set-up for our car. Unfortunately, on his first lap in 
qualifying, André made a small braking mistake. But qualifying isn’t so important. 
The crucial part is that we’ve got a good car for the race. And it looks like that’s 
exactly what we’ve got. That’s why we’re confident for tomorrow.” 
 
Qualifying results 
 
1 Wurz/Lapierre (Toyota) 1m 48.273s  
2 Kristensen/McNish (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 1m 48.373s  
3 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 1m 48.597s  
4 Brabham/Chandhok/Dumbreck (HPD-Honda) 1m 51.003s  
5 Prost/Jani (Lola-Toyota) 1m 51.019s  
6 Leventis/Watts/Kane (HPD-Honda) 1m 51.037s  
7 Belicchi/Primat/Cheng (Lola-Toyota) 1m 51.394s 
8 Baguette/Kraihamer/Sato (Oak Pescarolo-Honda) 1m 52.172s 
9 Charouz/Rossiter/Weeda (Lola-Lotus) 1m 54.132s 
10 Martin/Graves/Beche (Oreca-Nissan) 1m 54.301s 
 
– End – 
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The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011, the Company 
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in 
Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The 
Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the 
existing Audi A4 and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, 
production of the Audi A1 has been running since 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began 
in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more 
than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include amongst others AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft. (Győr/Hungary), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese/Italy), 
AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. (Brussels/Belgium), quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm and the sports bike 
manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). Audi currently employs around 65,000 people 
worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. Between 2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings 
is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new products and the extension of production 
capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch 
Technik” claim. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) and will start production in Foshan 
(China) in late 2013 and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility. 


