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Audi driver Alexandre Prémat visits  
New York Marathon 
 

• “On tour” again just three days after his accident at Adria 
• Safety cell of the Audi A4 DTM withstood the crash  
• Audi Sport Team Phoenix prepares new car for Shanghai 
 
Ingolstadt, November 3, 2010 – Just three days after his serious accident in the 
DTM race at Adria (Italy) Audi “factory” driver Alexandre Prémat will fly to the 
United States to visit the famous New York Marathon and to take in the unique 
atmosphere at one of the world’s biggest and most important running events. 
    
Prémat, who constantly works on staying in superb physical condition, had originally 
planned to participate in the New York Marathon himself. “But running a 42-

kilometer distance so soon after such a serious accident would not have been a wise 
thing to do,” says the Frenchman who suffered almost no injuries in the multiple 

rollover last Sunday, not least thanks to the high passive safety of the Audi A4 DTM. 
“I’m basically okay. I’ve still got a charley horse in my neck and my ankle hurts a 

little – but considering the dynamics of the accident, this is nothing. I’ve had a 
chance to look at the TV footage since then: the pictures were really horrible. I’m 

happy to be on my feet and in control of all my senses. I don’t even want to think of 
what the TV viewers and my family must have felt while watching the live coverage.” 

 
Because the safety cell of the Audi A4 DTM withstood the enormous forces of the 

multiple roll-over Prémat was able to free himself from the wreckage. CT scans at 
the hospital in Adria confirmed on Sunday that the Audi driver sustained no injuries 

except for a cut on his foot. Prémat returned to the circuit the same night to fly 
from Venice to Paris the next morning. On Monday afternoon he started 

recuperating with his family in the mountains of Aix-lex-Bains. 
 

Prémat will get into the cockpit of an Audi A4 DTM again for the first time at the 
grand DTM world finale from November 27 to 29 at Shanghai (China). Before the 

event, the mechanics of Audi Sport Team Phoenix will be in for a “marathon”: within 
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just a few days they will have to prepare a new vehicle for Prémat at Audi Sport in 

Ingolstadt because the DTM cars will be sent to China by air as early as next week.   
 

Alexandre Prémat wants to delete the memory of last Sunday as quickly as possible. 
“This was the most severe accident I’ve ever had,” says the Frenchman. “I just 

thought ‘when will the car finally come to rest’? I’d like to quickly forget that. I’m 
looking ahead and am already excited about going to Shanghai.” 

 
The car that was driven in the accident will be carefully examined at Audi Sport in 

Ingolstadt to obtain further findings for the next generation of the DTM cars and for 
production car development. “Obviously we’d rather not see such crash tests during 

a race but they provide valuable data,” says Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang 
Ullrich. “That Alex came out of the accident in such good shape shows that we’re 

heading in the right direction in the DTM, where safety is our top priority.”  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group sold around 950,000 cars of the Audi brand in 2009. The Company posted revenue of 
€29.8 billion and an operating profit of €1.6 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and 
Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ (Hungary), Cangchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India 
saw the start of CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 
2008. Production of the new Audi A1 has been running at the Brussels plant since May 2010. The 
Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include 
AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) 
and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, including 
45,500 in Germany. Between 2010 and 2012 the Audi Group is planning to invest around €5.5 billion, 
mainly in new products, in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung 
durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation.  
 


