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Audi competes in Japan as WEC leader of the 
standings 
 
• Challenging conditions in the foothills of Mount Fuji 
• Second half of the season begins in Japan 
• Fuji still missing on Audi’s motorsport success map 

 
Ingolstadt, October 6, 2014 – Audi looks at a good interim tally. In the FIA World 
Endurance Championship that has been held since 2012, the brand has now 
clinched 13 victories in 20 races. The most recent success at Austin (USA) marked 
the turnaround in the battle for the title and Audi, for the first time this season, 
took the lead in the manufacturers’ classification. The team is aiming to further 
extend this advantage in WEC round five at Fuji (Japan) on October 12. 
 
The hunter has become the hunted. At the season’s midpoint, Audi turned the 
tables and now, after four of eight rounds, has an 18-point advantage over Toyota. 
And now the new leader of the standings is facing a major task at the beginning of 
the second half of the season, as WEC round five is a tough one. The circuit some 
100 kilometers southwest of Tokyo features combinations of highly opposite 
requirements for the aerodynamics of the race cars. Very slow sectors alternate with 
extremely fast ones on this circuit and the 1.4-kilometer section near the start and 
finish numbers among the longest straights in international motorsport. This is 
where engine power is the dominant factor.  
 
Fuji remains an exceptional venue for Audi. Around the world, the brand with the 
four rings has been victorious at least once on eight of the nine tracks where WEC 
events have been held since 2012. The circuit near Mount Fuji has been the only 
blank spot on the WEC calendar to date. In the 2013 round in Japan, Marcel 
Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer (CH/D/F) were on the pole position. 
However, heavy rain, which is not uncommon in this mountain region, prevented a 
regular race. After 16 laps behind the safety car, the race director stopped the event 
and the entrants received only half the number of points. Disappointment was not 
only great among the teams and drivers but with the crowd as well. The Japanese 
fans are very fond of sports car racing, fill the grandstands at Fuji year after year, 
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and impress the drivers with great expert knowledge, numerous self-made fan 
posters, and a big rush for autographs.  
 
This year now, Audi is set on complementing its success tally with a victory at Fuji. 
Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer have most recently scored WEC wins twice in succession – 
in the Le Mans 24 Hours and in the turbulent round at Austin. Audi clinched the 
advantage in the manufacturers’ standings with clever tactical decisions and 
impeccable driving in Texas. At the same time, the brand’s best driver trio has 
narrowed the gap to the leading Toyota drivers to eleven points.  
 
But the Lucas di Grassi/Loïc Duval/Tom Kristensen (BR/F/DK) driver squad should 
not be underrated either. The number one Audi R18 e-tron quattro took second 
place three consecutive times in the past races. In the Far East, the trio is aiming to 
battle for the top spot just like their brand colleagues in car number two. Di Grassi 
and Kristensen are trailing their team-mates in the standings by only 13 points.  
 
The fans in Germany can watch a summary report of the WEC race at Fuji on the TV 
channel Eurosport starting at 10.30 on race Sunday. On the internet, Audi will be 
providing reports about all practice and qualifying sessions and the race on 
Facebook (AudiSport), Twitter (@Audi__Sport), a news ticker on www.audi-
motorsport.info, and on the Audi Sport App. 
 
 
Topics of the weekend 
 
• Will Audi this year manage to take victory at Fuji for the first time? 
• Will Marcel Fässler, André Lotterer and Benoît Tréluyer be able to come closer to 

the leaders of the standings in Japan? 
• Will Audi further extend its advantage in the manufacturers’ classification? 
• Will the crowd be giving the same warm support to the German brand and its 

drivers as in the past two years? 
 
Quotes by the officials 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “An interesting constellation has 
emerged in the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) at the season’s 
midpoint. Following a tactically clever race at Austin, we took the lead in the 
manufacturers’ classification and are now closer to our competitors in the drivers’ 
classification. At the most recent event in Texas, the fans again saw a very thrilling 
battle by the three brands Audi, Porsche and Toyota, like previously at Le Mans. We 
know how challenging the race will be at Fuji but are set on making up more ground 
in the World Championship. And we’d really love to finally win in Japan too.”  
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Chris Reinke (Head of LMP): “In Japan, we’ve still got something to make up for. 
Last year, there was a formal race result but factually no race because the drivers 
were only able to follow the safety car. This year, we’d like to experience a nice race 
without interruptions and are going to do everything within our means to repeat our 
performances at Le Mans and Austin in Japan. We’re hoping to be in contention for 
victory even though the track isn’t exactly ideal for our car.” 
 
Ralf Jüttner (Team Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “We’re very much looking 
forward to Fuji. The Japanese fans have a tremendous capacity for enthusiasm and 
love endurance racing in the WEC. The track at Fuji is very special. A year ago, we 
were on pole there but the race literally became a washout. It’ll be exciting to 
compete against Toyota in their home race and to challenge them. We’re going to 
leave no stone unturned to win at Fuji for the first time.” 
 
 
Facts and quotes by the Audi drivers 
 
Lucas di Grassi (30/BR), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Is experiencing his debut at Fuji this year 
• Was the runner-up at Spa, Le Mans and Austin 
“I’ll be driving at Fuji for the first time and am preparing for my debut in the 
simulator. I’m trying to build a wealth of experience this way without ever having 
been on this track before. That’s important because all of us can only do relatively 
few laps before the race, as there are three of us sharing a car in endurance racing. 
All of my team-mates have been there before, so I’m beginning with a small deficit. 
But I’m sure that with proper preparation I’ll be able to quickly achieve good lap 
times and hope that we’re going to score as many points as possible in the 
championship battle.”  
 
Loïc Duval (32/F), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Together with his team-mates completed a one-two victory for Audi at Austin 
• Has regularly been racing in Japan since 2006 
“Some of us Audi drivers have a special relationship with Japan due to our careers – 
and I’m one of them. This year, we’re aiming to deliver a particularly good 
performance at Fuji after last year’s race was held only behind the safety car. Fuji is 
a unique track in a beautiful region in the foothills of Mount Fuji. We’re set on 
showing an equally beautiful result to our many fans. It would be great to win 
there.”  
 
Tom Kristensen (47/DK), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Spent his career in Japan from 1992 to 1995 
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• Is in third place of the standings together with his team-mate Lucas di Grassi  
“I’m happy to be returning to a country that I owe a lot to. At the beginning of my 
career, I lived near Fuji and often raced on this track. This country played a decisive 
part in opening up the opportunity of a professional racing career for me. I’ve still 
got many friends there from the old days. Traveling to Japan with the world’s best 
automobile manufacturer today is a great feeling. I’ve competed at Fuji in the WEC 
twice before. The first track sector is very fast, the second one is still relatively fast, 
and the third one is narrow and slow.”  
 
Marcel Fässler (38/CH), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Won the last WEC race at Austin with André Lotterer and Benoît Tréluyer 
“Two years ago, I drove in Japan for the first time and have very positive memories 
of my two WEC runs at Fuji. Japan is a beautiful country with fantastic fans that 
enthusiastically support us. As this is a kind of home round for my two team-mates, 
we’re aiming to battle for victory with particularly great determination. Driving in 
the mountains with Mount Fuji in the background is an unusual feeling. It almost 
reminds me a bit of the Swiss mountains. The track has a unique character with its 
many different types of corners.”  
 
André Lotterer (32/D), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Won the Le Mans 24 Hours with his team-mates in June 
• Was on the pole position in Japan last year 
“The race is a very special one for me because I’ve been living in Japan for more than 
ten years and am active in racing there as well. I’m highly motivated to battle for 
Audi’s first victory in Japan in front of many fans. Benoît Tréluyer knows the track 
very well. I’ve frequently driven there before too and by now Marcel Fässler feels 
comfortable in Japan as well. The track is very demanding and the set-up isn’t easy 
to achieve. On the long straight, our car mustn’t lose too much speed due to 
downforce but we’ve still got to be fast in the turns.”  
 
Benoît Tréluyer (37/F), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Has spent twelve years of his career in Japan 
• Is the runner-up in the standings together with his team-mates 
“Fuji is the race track on which I’ve won most of the races in my life. I really like the 
circuit and would now also like to win there with Audi. A year ago, we were on pole 
but unfortunately there was no real race. Our Japanese fans are important to me 
and we’d like to show them a great performance this year. The battle with Toyota 
and Porsche is promising.”  
 
The Audi drivers at Fuji 
 
Lucas di Grassi (BR): * Aug 11, 1984 in São Paulo (BR), residence: Monaco (MC); 
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married to Anna; height: 1.79 m; weight: 75 kg; Audi driver since 2012; Le Mans 
victories: 0; WEC races: 7; WEC victories: 0; WEC pole positions: 0; fastest WEC 
laps: 1; best result WEC Fuji: – 
 
Loïc Duval (F): * Jun 12, 1982 in Chartres (F); residence: Geneva (CH); married to 
Gaëlle, two sons (Hugo and Martin); height: 1.78 m; weight: 70 kg; Audi driver since 
2012; Le Mans victories: 1; WEC races: 14; WEC victories: 4; WEC pole positions: 2; 
fastest WEC laps: 1; best result WEC Fuji: 2 
 
Marcel Fässler (CH): * May 27, 1976 in Einsiedeln (CH); residence: Gross (CH); 
married to Isabel, four daughters (Shana, Elin, Yael and Delia); height: 1.78 m; 
weight: 78 kg; Audi driver since 2008; Le Mans victories: 3; WEC races: 20; WEC 
victories: 8; WEC pole positions: 2; fastest WEC laps: 1; best result WEC Fuji: 2 
 
Tom Kristensen (DK): * Jul 07, 1967 in Hobro (DK); residence: Hobro (DK); single 
(partner: Hanne), two sons (Oliver and Oswald) and one daughter (Carla Marlou); 
height: 1.74 m; weight: 72 kg; Audi driver since 2000, Le Mans victories: 9; WEC 
races: 20; WEC victories: 4; WEC pole positions: 0; fastest WEC laps: 2; best result 
WEC Fuji: 2  
 
André Lotterer (D): * Nov 19, 1981 in Duisburg (D); residence: Tokyo (J); single; 
height: 1.84 m; weight: 74 kg; Audi driver since 2010; Le Mans victories: 3; WEC 
races: 20; WEC victories: 8; WEC pole positions: 4; fastest WEC laps: 6; best result 
WEC Fuji: 2 
 
Benoît Tréluyer (F): * Dec 07, 1976 in Alençon (F); residence: Gordes (F); married to 
Melanie, one son (Jules); height: 1.78 m; weight: 68 kg; Audi driver since 2010; Le 
Mans victories: 3; WEC races: 20; WEC victories: 8; WEC pole positions: 3; fastest 
WEC laps: 2; best result WEC Fuji: 2 
 
 
All Fuji winners (since 1999) 
 
1999 Comas/Motoyama/Kageyama (Nissan) 
2007 Noda/Yamazaki (Zytek) 
2012 Lapierre/Nakajima/Wurz (Toyota) 
2013 Lapierre/Nakajima/Wurz (Toyota) 
 
Track info 
 
Track length: 4.563 km  
Race duration: 6 hours 
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Qualifying record on this track: André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer (Audi), 1m 26.577s 
(189.736 km/h), Oct 19, 2013 
Race record on this track: Kazuki Nakajima (Toyota), 1m 28.088s (186.482 km/h), 
Oct 14, 2012 
Pole position 2013: André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer (Audi), 1m 26.577s (189.736 
km/h), Oct 19, 2013 
Fastest lap 2013: André Lotterer (Audi), 2m 04.095s (132.373 km/h), Oct 20, 2013 
 
 
FIA WEC World Championship titles  
2012 Marcel Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer (Audi) 
2013 Loïc Duval/Tom Kristensen/Allan McNish (Audi) 
 
 
André Lotterer about the track at Fuji 
 
“Fuji is a track I’m intimately familiar with from the many years of my career in 
Japan. It has many extremes. The start-finish straight is one of the longest ones on 
the calendar. Good top speed, in other words low aerodynamic downforce, is crucial 
there. A narrow right-hand turn follows. The middle section of the circuit then poses 
a challenge. There is a 180-degree Omega-shaped turn called 100 R. However, due 
to the large radius we reach a speed of more than 200 km/h at the apex. Good 
downforce is important there. You should accelerate early out of the subsequent 
left-hand hairpin in order to gain time. It is followed by a straight containing two 
slight right-hand turns. When the tarmac is dry we run flat-out there. The last 
section of the track is very narrow. Here, maximum downforce is crucial. We drive 
mainly in second and third gear. Due to the track’s encircled location in the 
mountains at an elevation of 600 meters the weather can be unpredictable.” 
 
 
Schedule (local times; CEST = –7 hours) 
 
Friday, October 10 
11.00–12.30  Free practice 1 
15.30–17.00  Free practice 2 
 
Saturday, October 11 
09.30–10.30  Free practice 3 
13.55–14.20  Qualifying LMP1 and LMP2 
 
Sunday, October 12 
11.00–17.00  6-hour race 
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– End – 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered approximately 1,575,500 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2013. As one 
of the most successful models, the Audi A3 has been awarded the title of ‘World Car of the Year 2014’ by 
an international jury of journalists (combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 7.1 – 3.2; combined CO2 
emissions in g/km: 165 – 85). In 2013, the company reported revenue of €49.9 billion and an operating 
profit of €5.03 billion. The company operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production 
facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava 
(Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), Changchun (China) and Jakarta 
(Indonesia). Since the end of 2013, the brand with the Four Rings has also been producing cars in Foshan 
(China). In 2015, Audi will start production in São José dos Pinhais (Brazil), followed by  
San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. Wholly owned subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH 
(Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding 
S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy), the sports motorcycle manufacturer. The company currently employs 
approximately 76,000 people worldwide, thereof more than 53,400 in Germany. Total investment of 
around €22 billion is planned from 2014 to 2018 – primarily in new products and sustainable 
technologies. Audi is committed to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of 
sustainability for its products and processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


