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Audi comeback in the USA  
 
• Two Audi R15 TDI cars  in “Petit Le Mans” race at Road Atlanta 
• Audi is unbeaten over the full distance   
• Le Mans winners in Hybrid Porsche  

 
Ingolstadt, September 24, 2010 – After an almost exactly one-year break Audi 
will contest a race again for the first time in the USA: at the “Petit Le Mans” 
endurance classic at Road Atlanta (U.S. state of Georgia) on October 2, Audi Sport 
Team Joest will field two Audi R15 TDI cars driven by Dindo Capello/Tom 
Kristensen/Allan McNish and Marcel Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît Treluyer.  
 
Audi’s track record at the U.S. counterpart of the Le Mans 24 Hours is similarly 

impressive as at the French original: from 2000 to 2008, an Audi prototype crossed 
the finish line as the winner nine consecutive times. Last year, Audi was again 

headed for victory at Road Atlanta before the race had to be stopped due to 
extremely heavy rainfalls. Over the full 1,000-mile distance or maximum time of 10 

hours the brand with the four rings has not been beaten at Road Atlanta to date. 
 

The squad around Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich will give everything 
to keep it that way on the first October weekend. The two Audi R15 TDI cars (chassis 

numbers 202 and 203) were flown to the United States as early as last week in order 
to take advantage of a two-day testing opportunity on the demanding track at Road 

Atlanta on the weekend before the race. Audi Sport Team Joest’s main aim is to 
optimally set up the R15 plus with its new aerodynamics package for this circuit. 

The squad had successfully accomplished this at the inaugural round of the 
Intercontinental Le Mans Cup (ILMC) at Silverstone for the qualifying session when 

both Audi prototypes qualified for the front row.  
 

For the race at Road Atlanta Dindo Capello will again join his regular Le Mans 
partners, Tom Kristensen and Allan McNish. With five victories under his belt, the 

Italian is the most successful driver in “Petit Le Mans” history. McNish’s track record 
reflects four wins. Tom Kristensen last competed at Road Atlanta in 2002 and the 

“King of Le Mans” won the race in that year. 
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Marcel Fässler, André Lotterer and Benoît Treluyer will contest their third joint race 
for Audi after Spa-Francorchamps and Le Mans. Their commitment is also intended 

to help them gel even better with the Audi squad which is planned to remain 
unchanged for the 2011 24 Hours of Le Mans.  

 
This year’s Le Mans winners will contest the “Petit Le Mans” race as well: Timo 

Bernhard will drive a Porsche 911 GT3 R Hybrid together with Romain Dumas and 
Mike Rockenfeller. This means that all nine Audi drivers who finished the 24 Hours 

of Le Mans on June 13, 2010 on the podium will be on the grid at Road Atlanta too. 
No doubt, they will find themselves granting a particularly large number of requests 

for autographs.  
 

Topics of the weekend 
 

• Will Audi manage to clinch the pole position again? 
• Will Audi Sport Team Joest achieve a perfect race set-up? 

• How will the LMP1 vehicles get through the heavy traffic of a record field (45 
vehicles)? 

• How quickly will André Lotterer and Benoît Treluyer adapt to the difficult track? 
• Will Audi achieve its tenth “Petit Le Mans” victory? 

  
Quotes by the officials 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “Nine ‘Petit Le Mans’ victories in 

the past ten years are impressive proof of ‘Vorsprung durch Technik’ and reliability, 
particularly since we could have won last year’s race as well. Unfortunately, the 

stoppage thwarted our plans. So we’ve still got some unfinished business at Road 
Atlanta – as well as at Silverstone. Despite the retirement at the ILMC inaugural 

round, which was caused by a defective supply part, we know that the R15 plus is a 
very reliable vehicle. Since we’ll have more opportunities to gather track experience 

with the R15 plus before the race at Road Atlanta we should also be able to achieve 
a good race set-up.”  

 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “Obviously we want to 

achieve a better result at Road Atlanta than we did at Silverstone and, above all, 
finish without any problems. ‘Petit Le Mans’ is a long and difficult race. We’ve been 

there very often and still have something to make up from last year because we 
should have actually won that race if it had been run all the way to the end. We’ve 

got two days of testing and are hoping that we’ll be able to make optimum use of 
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them. Prior to Silverstone we only had one test at the EuroSpeedway – and these 

two circuits do differ quite a bit from each other. Now we can test on the track 
where we’ll actually be contesting the race. This should help us take revenge not just 

for one but two events: for Road Atlanta in 2009 and for Silverstone in 2010.” 
 

Facts and quotes by the Audi drivers 
 
Dindo Capello (46/I), Audi R15 TDI #7 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• With five victories under his belt is the most successful driver of the “Petit Le 

Mans” race 
• Was on the podium at the ILMC inaugural round at Silverstone 

“I’m expecting us to be more competitive in the race at Road Atlanta than we were 
at Silverstone. I think that this track will suit our R15 plus a bit better. We were 

always very strong in this race in the past. That’s why I’m confident that we’ll be 
able to clinch victory for Audi. This race has always been very fortunate for me. I won 

five times there at seven events. That’s another reason why Road Atlanta is one of 
my favorite tracks. And of course I’m happy about driving with Tom (Kristensen) and 

Allan (McNish) again.” 
 

Tom Kristensen (43/DK), Audi R15 TDI #7 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Will compete at Road Atlanta again for the first time since 2002  

• Between Silverstone and Atlanta won at the Goodwood Revival 
“It’s been quite a while that I last contested ‘Petit Le Mans.’ I’m very much looking 

forward to running there again after such a long time. I know from my two team 
colleagues that the track has since been resurfaced, which makes it even faster than 

it was back then. The track with its quick turns and up- and downhill sections is 
really wonderful to drive. We had both cars on the front row of the grid at 

Silverstone. We want to build on that and try to optimally set up the R15 for the 
window in which it works best – and that is the race. At Silverstone, we 

unfortunately didn’t manage to do that so well yet.” 
 

Allan McNish (40/GB), Audi R15 TDI #7 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• With four wins, ranks in second place of the race’s honor roll 

• Clinched the first pole position for the Audi R15 TDI at Silverstone 
“I love Petit Le Mans! 100,000 fans in such a compact arena as Road Atlanta – that’s 

simply great. And there’s hardly a track that suits me as well as this. It’s very fast 
and fluid. It demands an aggressive driving style. Every moment is a very intense 

experience. Although the race is 1,000 miles long and lasts almost ten hours, tenths 
of a second can be decisive in the end. In 2007 we beat Porsche by one second and 

Peugeot by six seconds in 2008.  Since the race was stopped even before the 
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midpoint last year and we only lost against Peugeot in a really unfortunate way, 

we’ve still got some unfinished business there.” 
 

Marcel Fässler (34/CH), Audi R15 TDI #9 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Debuted last year at Road Atlanta in a GT2 car 

• Finished Le Mans in 2010 as the runner-up together with André Lotterer and 
Benoît Treluyer 

“Road Atlanta is still a real race track with many sections that test your courage. I’m 
looking forward to it although I’ll be competing in an LMP1 car for the first time. 

Lapping, in particular, has to be managed very carefully because it’s easy to lose a 
lot of time in that respect. Last year I was there for the first time and I really 

enjoyed the trackside atmosphere there too. The fans make this race a really special 
event for us racers. I’m highly motivated, not least because I can share a car with my 

two Le Mans team colleagues.” 
 

André Lotterer (28/D), Audi R15 TDI #9 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Will fly directly from the Formula Nippon race at Sugo to Atlanta 

• Has no experience yet on the Road Atlanta track 
“Needless to say, I’m very happy to be sitting in the R15 plus again after our exploit 

at Le Mans and to be contesting another race with my team colleagues. The fact that 
it’s Petit Le Mans makes the race a big challenge. I’ll be driving the R15 for the first 

time on this track and with a lot of downforce. I really enjoyed getting to know the 
track on the simulator but it was an awe-inspiring experience too.”   

 
Benoît Treluyer (33/F), Audi R15 TDI #9 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Like Lotterer, will contest his first “Petit Le Mans” race 
• “Petit Le Mans” marks his third racing commitment for Audi 

“I’ve never been at Road Atlanta and don’t know the track yet. I practiced the circuit 
together with André (Lotterer) in Japan, using a computer game. Marcel (Fässler) 

has driven there before. He told us how great the race is. I’m very much looking 
forward to driving a race in the USA. It’s only the second time for me. The 

atmosphere at American races seems to be very interesting. I’m hoping that we’ll be 
able to clinch a good result for Audi and that everything will be going as well as it 

did at Le Mans and in my most recent runs in Japan.” 
 

Die Audi drivers at Road Atlanta 
 
Dindo Capello (I): * Jun 17, 1964 in Asti (I); residence: Canelli (I); married to 
Elisabetta, one son (Giacomo); height: 1.72 m; weight: 66 kg; Audi driver since 
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1994; Le Mans victories: 3; ILMC races: 1; ILMC victories: 0; pole positions: 0; 

fastest laps: 0; best result at Petit Le Mans: 1 (2000, 2002, 2006, 2007, 2008) 
 
Marcel Fässler (CH): * May 27, in Einsiedeln (CH); residence: Gross (CH); married to 
Isabel, four daughters (Shana, Elin, Yael, Delia); height: 1.78 m; weight: 78 kg; Le 

Mans victories: 0; ILMC races: 0; ILMC victories: 0; pole positions: 0; fastest laps: 0; 
best result at Petit Le Mans: 11 (4th place in the GT2 class) 

 
Tom Kristensen (DK): * Jul 07, 1967 in Hobro (DK); residence: Monaco (MC); single 

(partner: Hanne), two sons (Oliver and Oswald) and one daughter (Carla Marlou); 
height: 174 m; weight: 72 kg; Le Mans victories: 8; ILMC races: 1; ILMC victories: 0; 

pole positions: 0; fastest laps: 0; best result at Petit Le Mans: 1 (2002) 
 

André Lotterer (D): * Nov 19, 1981 in Duisburg (D); residence: Tokyo (J); single; 
height: 1.84 m; weight: 74 kg; Le Mans victories: 0; ILMC races: 0; ILMC victories: 0; 

pole positions: 0; fastest laps: 0; best result at Petit Le Mans: - 
 

Allan McNish (GB): * Dec 29, 1969 in Dumfries (GB); residence: Monaco (MC); 
married to Kelly, one son (Finlay), one daughter (Charlotte Amelie); height: 1.65 m; 

weight: 58 kg; Le Mans victories: 2; ILMC races: 1; ILMC victories: 0; pole positions: 
0; fastest laps: 0; best result at Petit Le Mans: 1 (2000, 2006, 2007, 2008) 

 
Benoît Treluyer (F): * Dec 07, 1976 in Alençon (F); residence: Gordes (F); married to 

Melanie, one son (Jules); height: 1.78 m; weight: 68 kg; Le Mans victories: 0; ILMC 
races 1; ILMC victories: 0; pole positions: 0; fastest laps: 0; best result at Petit Le 

Mans: - 
 

All winners of the “Petit Le Mans” race 
 

1998 Eric van de Poele/Wayne Taylor/Emmanuel Collard (Ferrari) 
1999 David Brabham/Éric Bernard/Andy Wallace (Panoz) 

2000 Michele Alboreto/Dindo Capello/Allan McNish (Audi R8) 
2001 Frank Biela/Emanuele Pirro (Audi R8) 

2002 Dindo Capello/Tom Kristensen (Audi R8) 
2003 Johnny Herbert/JJ Lehto (Audi R8) 

2004 JJ Lehto/Marco Werner (Audi R8) 
2005 Frank Biela/Emanuele Pirro (Audi R8) 

2006 Dindo Capello/Allan McNish (Audi R10 TDI) 
2007 Dindo Capello/Allan McNish (Audi R10 TDI)  

2008 Dindo Capello/Allan McNish (Audi R10 TDI) 
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2009 Stéphane Sarrazin/Franck Montagny (Peugeot) 
 
Track info 
 
Track length: 4.088 km (2.540 miles) 

Race distance: 394 laps = 1,610.672 km 
Pole position in 2009: Nicolas Minassian (Peugeot), 1m 06.937s = 219.846 km/h 

(Sep 25, 2009) 
Fastest lap in 2009: Allan McNish (Audi R15 TDI), 1m 08.063s = 216.209 km/h (Sep 

26, 2009) 
Track record: Stéphane Sarrazin (Peugeot), 1m 06. 242s = 222.152 km/h (Dec 03, 

2008) 
 

Dindo Capello about Road Atlanta: “Road Atlanta is a classic, typically American 
race track with fast turns and many hills. For a driver this track is truly an 

experience. For me it’s one of the few ‘real’ race tracks that still exist today. It’s 
always a pleasure to run there again.” 

 
ILMC LMP1 manufacturers standings after 1 of 3 rounds:  
1 Peugeot, 47 points; 2 Audi, 21. 
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Schedule (local times) 
 
Wednesday, September 29 
16:15–17:15  Test session (all classes) 
17:15–17:45  Test session (prototypes) 

 
Thursday, September 30 
10:00–11:00  Free practice 
14:35–15:35  Free practice 

19:00–21:00  Night practice  
 

Friday, October 1 
09:30–10:30  Free practice 

14:15–15:00  Meet the Audi Team (Audi Team Hospitality) 
15:15–15:40  Qualifying (GT cars) 

15:50–16:15  Qualifying (prototypes) 
 

Saturday, October 2 
09:15–09:40  Warm-up 

11:15–21:15  Race (394 laps, maximum of 10 hours) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group sold around 950,000 cars of the Audi brand in 2009. The Company posted revenue of 
€29.8 billion and an operating profit of €1.6 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and 
Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India 
saw the start of CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 
2008. Production of the new Audi A1 has been running at the Brussels plant since May 2010. The 
Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include 
AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) 
and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, including 
45,500 in Germany. Between 2010 and 2012 the Audi Group is planning to invest around €5.5 billion, 
mainly in new products, in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung 
durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation.  
 


