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Audi best manufacturer at the world’s biggest GT3 
race at Spa  

• Audi wins the “Coupe du Roi” at the Spa 24 Hours 

• Scherer Sport PHX with Luca Engstler/Kelvin van der Linde/Nicki Thiim 
third in the race 

• Three Audi in the top ten 

Neuburg a. d. Donau, July 2, 2023 – Together with all its teams, Audi Sport customer racing 
left its mark on the 75th edition of the Spa 24 Hours: Two driver squads fought a thrilling 
battle for overall victory. And all six teams together scored so many points for the “Coupe du 
Roi” that Audi won the prestigious manufacturers trophy at the classic in the Ardennes for the 
fourth time.  

“We offered the fans first-class sport at this popular endurance race,” says Head of Audi 
Motorsport Rolf Michl. “For a long time, we even fought for victory with two cars. In the end, 
very little was missing. Congratulations to everyone involved on the strong performances in the 
overall and class rankings with which Audi made the hearts of many fans beat faster in a tough 
competition.” 

The “Coupe du Roi” has special value in this respect: It rewards the manufacturer that has 
delivered the best overall performance across all classes. “Thanks to our customers for this first-
class team result,” says Chris Reinke, Head of Audi Sport customer racing. “It was only due to the 
good individual results in the classes at different scoring times that we won this valuable award 
for the fourth time after 2014, 2015 and 2016.” 

From the very beginning, Audi was one of the brands in the fight for overall victory this year. 
After just two hours of racing, Team Audi Sport Tresor Orange1 with the three Audi Sport drivers 
Ricardo Feller/Mattia Drudi/Dennis Marschall was already in the lead. Within a few seconds, 
Luca Engstler/Kelvin van der Linde/Nicki Thiim followed in second place in the number 17 car of 
Team Scherer Sport PHX. Over the entire course of the race, Audi engaged in a contest with 
numerous lead changes between the R8 LMS and its rivals from Porsche, BMW and, at times, 
Mercedes-AMG. The race remained unpredictable over long stretches with gaps of just a few 
seconds and thus exciting for the audience until the end. In the end, Audi Sport driver Luca 
Engstler, who is contesting only his second GT3 season, finished third with his experienced 
teammates. Feller/Drudi/Marschall drove to eighth place. 

Audi Sport Team Saintéloc’s number 25 and Audi Sport Team Comtoyou’s number 11 forfeited 
time due to various sporting penalties. Audi Sport drivers Christopher Haase/Gilles 
Magnus/Frédéric Vervisch improved to seventh place overall in the number 11 car in the end. 
The number 25 car of Simon Gachet/Christopher Mies/Patric Niederhauser finished in 16th 



 
 
  

place. 

In addition to the overall classification, several Audi customer teams were aiming for good class 
results. Comtoyou Racing recorded two podium results on its 24-hour debut with Audi in GT3 
racing. Nicolas Baert, Maxime Soulet and Audi Sport driver Max Hofer celebrated third place in 
the Gold classification. The number 12 car of Sam Dejonghe/Loris Hezemans/Lucas 
Légeret/Finlay Hutchison finished second in the Silver Cup. The Saintéloc Junior Team of Erwan 
Bastard/Paul Evrard/Gregoire Demoustier/Antoine Doquin finished third in this class. 

A class podium success was also achieved by Team CSA Racing from France which, like Comtoyou 
Racing, fielded an Audi R8 LMS in GT3 version in a 24-hour race for the first time. In the Pro-Am 
category with a strong field of twelve starters, Erwin Creed/Jean Glorieux/Casper 
Stevenson/Arthur Rougier finished third in the number 888 car, with the Uno Racing team 
finishing two positions behind. Its Asian driver squad of Adderly Fong/Xiaole He/Junlin Pan/Rio 
shared the cockpit of the number 16 car and were happy with their finish in the world’s biggest 
GT3 race. 

For a long time, Team Boutsen VDS was a benchmark in its class. After Aurélien Panis qualified 
tenth on the grid, his car led the gold classification from the fourth to the ninth hour of racing. 
For this, Panis and his teammates Adam Eteki, Alberto di Folco and Thomas Laurent collected 
full points in the GT World Challenge after six hours of racing. In the tenth hour of racing, 
however, they forfeited seven laps: After contact with another race car, the Belgian team had to 
repair the chassis and later lost further repair time. In the end, they finished fifth in the gold 
classification. The sister car with the number 10 did not finish. The team had decided not to 
repair this race car after an accident on lap 186. 

For the brand’s customer teams, top results in the championship rankings for Sprint, Endurance 
and the overall category of the Fanatec GT World Challenge Europe powered by AWS are still at 
stake in the further course of the season. 
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The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium 
and luxury segment. The brands Audi, Bentley, Lamborghini, and Ducati produce at 21 locations in 12 
countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide. 

In 2022, the Audi Group delivered 1.61 million Audi vehicles, 15,174 Bentley vehicles, 9,233 Lamborghini 
vehicles, and 61,562 Ducati motorcycles to customers. In the 2022 fiscal year, AUDI Group achieved a total 
revenue of €61.8 billion and an operating profit of €7.6 billion. Worldwide, more than 87,000 people worked 
for the Audi Group in 2022, over 54,000 of them at AUDI AG in Germany. With its attractive brands, new 
models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group is systematically pursuing its 
path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility. 

 


