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Audi banks on hybrid technology 
 

 Three hybrid race cars at the Le Mans 24 Hours 
 Further development of the Audi R18 e-tron quattro 
 First World Champion with a hybrid sports car 

 

Ingolstadt, December 19, 2012 – Eleven victories at the Le Mans 24 Hours, ten 
successes at the Sebring 12 Hours, nine titles in the American Le Mans Series – 
and now Endurance World Champion as well: No other automobile manufacturer 
has shaped the sports prototype scene in the last decade the way Audi has. With 
technical innovations and the further development of hybrid technology, Audi is 
aiming to defend its lead.  
 
With the Audi R18 e-tron quattro, the brand with the four rings achieved the first 

triumph of a hybrid race car at the Le Mans 24 Hours. In addition, Audi won the new 
FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) and is thus the first World Champion in 

history with a hybrid sports car.   
 

In 2013, Audi is competing in the World Endurance Championship as the title 
defender. Audi Sport Team Joest will be fielding two updated Audi R18 e-tron 

quattro cars, a third R18 e-tron quattro will be running at the Le Mans 24 Hours and 
the WEC race at Spa.   

 
Three hybrid race cars at Le Mans 
 
At Le Mans and in the WEC, Audi is thus exclusively banking on hybrid technology 

that was successfully introduced in 2012. The flywheel energy storage system is 
becoming even more powerful without any substantial increase in weight and size. 

Strictly in terms of its exterior, the Audi R18 e-tron quattro will hardly differ from 
this year’s winning car although numerous technical innovations are again 

assembled under the vehicle’s ultra-light carbon fiber skin. In a parallel project, 
Audi Sport is already intensively working on the successor car for the new LMP1 

regulations that will come into effect as of 2014.  
 

“For Audi Sport, it was a major feat to develop a hybrid race car in a very short period 
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of time and to immediately bring what was a completely new technology for us to 

success at Le Mans and in the WEC,” says Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang 
Ullrich. “But the challenge we’re facing now is just as great: on the one hand, we 

want to be successful again in the WEC in 2013. And on the other hand, the 
development of the new R18 for 2014 already ties up a lot of capacities.” 

 
The Audi driver lineup for the 2013 WEC and Le Mans has been formed with a view 

toward 2014 as well. It consists of the current World Champions Marcel Fässler 
(Switzerland), André Lotterer (Germany) and Benoît Tréluyer (France) plus new 

signing Lucas di Grassi (Brazil), Loïc Duval (France), Marc Gené (Spain), Oliver Jarvis 
(Great Britain), Le Mans record winner Tom Kristensen (Denmark) and Allan McNish 

(Scotland). “I think that with this driver squad we’re in a very good position for the 
WEC and the Le Mans 24 Hours,” adds Dr. Ullrich.  

 
Possible factory commitment at Sebring 
 
In addition to the commitment in the WEC, an entry of the Audi R18 e-tron quattro 

in the 12-hour race at Sebring (Florida) on March 16, 2013 is being considered. “It 
looks like this may be the last opportunity to compete with an LMP1 car at Sebring,” 

says Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “We’d really like to use this 
chance and say goodbye to the fans with a nice showing after our fantastic success 

story in recent years.” 
 

A victory at Sebring in March 2012 marked the beginning of Audi’s successful season 
in the FIA World Endurance Championship. Dindo Capello, Tom Kristensen and Allan 

McNish triumphed on the occasion of the Audi R18 TDI’s last run. In the 6-hour race 
at Spa-Francorchamps, Romain Dumas, Loïc Duval and Marc Gené prevailed in the 

new Audi R18 ultra. Marcel Fässler, André Lotterer and Benoît Tréluyer at the wheel 
of the Audi R18 e-tron quattro won at Le Mans, Silverstone and Bahrain, and in the 

end secured the WEC drivers’ title with a narrow margin in front of their team-
mates Tom Kristensen and Allan McNish.  

 
R18 TDI, R18 ultra, R18 e-tron quattro: Three different versions of the successful 

R18 celebrated victories in the 2012 season. In 2013, Audi Sport is fully 
concentrating on the hybrid version that brings together elements of all three R18 

variants: the compact V6 TDI engine, ultra-lightweight design and e-tron quattro – 
the combination of a conventional drive system with an electrically powered front 

axle.  
 

– End – 
  
 



 

3/4  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011, the Company 
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in 
Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The 
Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In November 2012, CKD production of the Audi Q7 was added to 
the existing Audi A4, A6 and Q5 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, 
production of the Audi A1 has been running since 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began 
in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more 
than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include amongst others AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft. (Győr/Hungary), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese/Italy), 
AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. (Brussels/Belgium), quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm and the sports bike 
manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). Audi currently employs more than 68,000 
people worldwide, including around 50,000 in Germany. Between 2012 and 2016 the brand with the four 
rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new products and the extension of production 
capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch 
Technik” claim. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) and will start production in Foshan 
(China) in late 2013 and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) from 2016. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility. 
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