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A visit to Audi Neckarsulm: Minister-President 

Winfried Kretschmann meets Markus Duesmann 

• Winfried Kretschmann, Minister-President of Baden-Württemberg, 
observes production of the e-tron GT quattro* 

• Intensive exchange with Audi CEO Markus Duesmann about the  
“Vorsprung 2030” strategy 

• Focal points: battery development in Neckarsulm, electrifying the location, 
and workforce transformation 

Neckarsulm, July 15, 2021 – Winfried Kretschmann, Minister-President of the German state 

of Baden-Württemberg, visits Audi’s Neckarsulm location and personally exchanges ideas 

about the transformation of the auto industry and the Neckarsulm location with  

Audi CEO Markus Duesmann for the first time. During a tour of the factory, Kretschmann 

witnessed production of the fully electric Audi e-tron GT quattro* in the Böllinger Höfe. 

Afterwards, the Minister-President spoke with the Audi Chief Executive about the company’s 

strategy – and what general conditions need to be established in order to design the mobility 

of the future. 

During a tour of sportscar production in Böllinger Höfe, Winfried Kretschmann (Alliance ‘90/The 

Greens) got a sense of how a fully electric premium vehicle is created with the  

Audi e-tron GT quattro* at the Baden-Württemberg location. 

The e-tron GT quattro* is only one example of the Neckarsulm location’s transformation in the 

course of Audi’s electrification strategy. With the plug-in hybrids and mild hybrids of the A6, A7, 

and A8 models, the core series of the Audi site are already being electrified today. Additionally, 

Audi is currently setting up high voltage battery development in Neckarsulm. Starting in the 

middle of the decade, fully electric models will be coming to the plant one after the other. This 

will include the second generation of the Audi A6 e-tron.  

“The core of our transformation is our employees” 

“We are massively investing in the electric future of the Neckarsulm location and taking our 

employees down that road,” Markus Duesmann said. For example, Audi decided that Neckarsulm 

will become a center of competency for a key technology for electric mobility: once high-voltage 

batteries for plug-in hybrids (PHEV) have been developed in Neckarsulm, development of a 

complete high-voltage battery portfolio for fully electric vehicles will be located predominantly 

at that location and gradually expanded.  

https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/audi-is-establishing-a-high-voltage-battery-development-at-the-neckarsulm-site-14353
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Audi is preparing its staff for this transformation with comprehensive training measures, in 

which an individually tailored package of theory and practice is created for each employee.  

Minister-President Kretschmann was visibly impressed by the production of the all-electric 

model and the plans to build a competence center for batteries in Neckarsulm, Germany. “The 

new Audi strategy is a clear commitment to electromobility as a future technology as well as to 

the production site in Baden-Württemberg. The strategy also represents a sustainable 

contribution to climate protection. It’s a move that we in the state government greatly 

welcome,” emphasized Kretschmann during his visit. Kretschmann added that he is also 

extremely pleased about the fact that this commitment at the Neckarsulm site goes hand in 

hand with considerable investment in infrastructure, the further education of employees, and 

new areas of business. It’s the growth of this key technology that will drive forward the 

transport revolution. “The state’s goal is to become climate neutral by 2040, and this can only 

be achieved if we greatly accelerate the pace of renewable energy development. Under the 

umbrella of the strategic dialogue Automobilwirtschaft BW, Baden-Württemberg is also leading 

the way in the expansion of charging infrastructure and the topic of further qualifying personnel 

in the automotive sector.”  

The Neckarsulm location is doing pioneering work not only in battery development, but also in 

digitalization: among the VW Group’s locations, Neckarsulm is emerging as a guiding light in the 

field of digital production and logistics. Its use of RFID technology for vehicle localization, smart 

maintenance, or even artificial intelligence in quality assurance in the welding process are a few 

examples. Audi Neckarsulm is setting standards in sustainability as well: the Böllinger Höfe are 

Audi’s first manufacturing facilities in Germany to be net-zero carbon emitters in the production 

processes. 

As a pioneer of electric mobility, Audi is sending a clear signal to 

policymakers 

With a firm date for leaving combustion engines behind, Audi is setting a clear signal to 

policymakers and suppliers to take a spirited approach to the transformation now. 

“With our decision to only launch all-electric models onto the global market starting in 2026, 

we are making progress,” Markus Duesmann emphasized. “I wish there was same certainty when 

it comes to accelerating the expansion of the charging network. Additionally, we need sufficient 

production capacity for battery cells. Only with technological certainty can we pool our strengths 

and manage the enormous investments into the transformation.” He added that it is also crucial 

for policy to pick up speed in expanding renewable energy and decisively promoting the 

defossilization of energy sources.  

The cooperation between Audi and the government of Baden-Württemberg shows how 

collaboration between industry and policy can work:  

https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/employees-shape-transformation-digital-qualification-at-audi-continues-to-pick-up-speed-14260
https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/audi-is-establishing-a-high-voltage-battery-development-at-the-neckarsulm-site-14353
https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/de/pressemitteilungen/audi-erneuert-lackiererei-in-neckarsulm-bis-2025-14773
https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/audi-launches-initiative-for-digital-factory-transformation-in-heilbronn-13945
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As a part of the strategic dialogue Automobilwirtschaft BW, Audi and the state government are 

already working with other stakeholders from business, science, and civil society to transform 

the auto industry. 

Other voices on the Minister-President’s visit 

“The Audi site in Neckarsulm has set the course for the future with its commitment to an electric 

model, battery development, and pioneering construction plans. Now we have to master the 

challenge of transformation together with the robust region and economical hub that is Baden-

Württemberg,” says Fred Schulze, plant manager at Audi Neckarsulm. 

“The visit by Minister-President Kretschmann is a strong signal for our team, because 

transformation can only succeed with collaboration. We are on the right path, but we need to 

actively work on fully exploiting the site and building on its future,” says Rainer Schirmer, chair 

of the Works Council at Audi Neckarsulm. 
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The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium 
and luxury segments. The brands Audi, Ducati, Lamborghini and Bentley produce at 21 locations in  
13 countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide. 

In 2021, the Audi Group delivered around 1.681 million cars from the Audi brand, 8,405 sports cars from 
the Lamborghini brand and 59,447 motorcycles from the Ducati brand to customers. In the 2021 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved a total revenue of €53.1 billion and an operating profit before special items of €5.5 billion. 
More than 89,000 people all over the world work for the Audi Group, around 58,000 of them in Germany. 
With its attractive brands, new models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group 
is systematically pursuing its path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility. 

mailto:dirk.arnold@audi.de
mailto:ulla.wiesentheit@audi.de
https://de.linkedin.com/company/audi-ag
https://twitter.com/audiofficial?lang=de
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCO5ujNeWRIwP4DbCZqZWcLw
https://www.facebook.com/audiofficial
https://www.instagram.com/audiofficial/
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Fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values** of the models named above 
 
Audi e-tron GT quattro 
Electricity consumption combined in kWh/100 km (62.1 mi): 21.8–19.9 (WLTP); 19.6–18.8 
(NEDC); CO2 emissions combined in g/km: 0 
 
**The indicated consumption and emissions values were determined according to the legally 
specified measuring methods. Since September 1, 2017, type approval for certain new vehicles 
has been performed in accordance with the Worldwide Harmonized Light Vehicles Test Procedure 
(WLTP), a more realistic test procedure for measuring fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. 
Since September 1, 2018, the WLTP has gradually replaced the New European Driving Cycle 
(NEDC). Due to the more realistic test conditions, the consumption and CO2 emission values 
measured are in many cases higher than the values measured according to the NEDC. Additional 
information about the differences between WLTP and NEDC is available at www.audi.de/wltp. 

At the moment, it is still mandatory to communicate the NEDC values. In the case of new vehicles 
for which type approval was performed using WLTP, the NEDC values are derived from the WLTP 
values. WLTP values can be provided voluntarily until their use becomes mandatory. If NEDC 
values are indicated as a range, they do not refer to one, specific vehicle and are not an integral 
element of the offer. They are provided only for the purpose of comparison between the various 
vehicle types. Additional equipment and accessories (attachment parts, tire size, etc.) can 
change relevant vehicle parameters, such as weight, rolling resistance and aerodynamics and, 
like weather and traffic conditions as well as individual driving style, influence a vehicle’s electric 
power consumption, CO2 emissions and performance figures.  

Further information on official fuel consumption figures and the official specific CO2 emissions 
of new passenger cars can be found in the “Guide on the fuel economy, CO2 emissions and power 
consumption of all new passenger car models,” which is available free of charge at all sales 
dealerships and from DAT Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH, Hellmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 
Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, Germany (www.dat.de). 
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