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A boxy model: the NSU “Uruguay”

e South American NSU importer produced around 500 station wagons
between 1969 and 1971 based on the NSU Prinz 1000

® 150 years of the traditional brand NSU: Series with classics and one-of-a-
kinds from NSU’s model history - Episode 4

Neckarsulm, June 29, 2023 - The NSU “Uruguay” is undoubtedly an exotic member of the
NSU family. That’s what the Neckarsulm locals colloquially called the rustic station wagon
back in the day. Between 1969 and 1971, the NSU importer in Montevideo produced around
500 units of the somewhat angular car in P6 and P10 versions. Audi Tradition introduces the
NSU Uruguay in this fourth episode of the anniversary series on NSU history.

It’s a boxy model - as if drawn with a ruler. The NSU Uruguay in no way fits into the design
language of NSU’s automobiles in the late 1960s. Here’s how it happened. The NSU importer in
Uruguay called Quintanar began producing and selling a station wagon in 1968, essentially on
its own authority, using technical subassemblies from the two-cylinder NSU Prinz 4. By the end
of that year, the company had sold 140 units. But the importer wanted more, especially a more
powerful engine for the wagon - preferably a four-cylinder. A meeting was held at the
Neckarsulm plant in May 1969 to clarify whether this was feasible. For this meeting, a “naked”
sample body was shipped to Neckarsulm by air, which the NSU engineers used to build a
prototype. In the end, the four-cylinder engine of the NSU Prinz 1000 wouldn’t fit into the
engine compartment without major modifications - but it could fit into the back of the car. The
Quintanar representatives seemed unfazed by losing considerable cargo space in the process,
nor were they put off by a longer list of issues from the Neckarsulm Technical Development
department.

The inspection authorities in Darmstadt rated the NSU station wagon positively overall, apart
from a few “easy-to-fix complaints” and gave it the green light. And so, between 1969 and
1971, around 500 station wagons rolled off the assembly line in South America in P6 and P10
model variants. In 1971, NSU withdrew from the Uruguay market - which also sealed the fate of
the “Uruguay”. Today, the prototype of the NSU P10 - the first and only one of its kind ever to
drive on German roads - is part of AUDI AG’s collection of historical vehicles. It’s undeniably one
of the collection’s most extraordinary, angular, and distinctive models.

Technical specifications for the NSU “Uruguay” P10 (1969 prototype)
in AUDI AG’s collection of historical vehicles

Engine: Air-cooled four-cylinder four-stroke in-line engine
Performance: 43 hp at 5,000 rpm

Engine displacement: 996 cubic centimeters

Top speed: 120 km/h

Fuel consumption: 6.5-7.5 liters/100 km

Production period: 1969-1971

Overall production: Circa 500 units (NSU P6 and NSU P10)
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Each month until December, Audi Tradition is presenting a different NSU model, including
brand classics on both two and four wheels, prototypes, and one-of-a-kind models. If you
want to learn a few more details about this special vehicle or see a few more pictures of it, we
recommend a book by Ralf Friese and Stefan Warter: “Einblicke. Die Fahrzeugsammlung der
AUDI AG” (Insights: The Vehicle Collection of AUDI AG), first edition, Delius Klasing Verlag,
Bielefeld. It’s available in bookstores, in the Ingolstadt museum shop, at the Audi Forum in
Neckarsulm, and in the Audi Tradition online shop at shops.audi.com.
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The Audi logo consisting of the four rings symbolizes the Audi, DKW, Horch, and Wanderer brands, which
were merged into Auto Union in 1932. Auto Union and NSU merged in 1969 and played a major role in
shaping the development of the automobile. Finally, in 1985, Audi NSU Auto Union AG became AUDI AG.
Since 1998, Audi Tradition/Auto Union GmbH, together with NSU GmbH, has been maintaining and
presenting Audi’s extensive and wide-ranging history. The Audi museum mobile at the Audi Forum Ingolstadt
is open daily from Monday to Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. and from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on
Saturdays, Sundays, and public holidays. The August Horch Museum Zwickau is open Tuesday through
Sunday from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. AUDI AG and the city of Zwickau each hold a 50 percent stake in August
Horch Museum Zwickau gGmbH. www.audi.de/tradition

Audi Tradition supports the work of Audi Club International e.V. (ACI). The umbrella organization officially
recognized by AUDI AG represents all of the Audi brand clubs as well as the clubs of the predecessor brands
of today’s AUDI AG. For more information, please visit www.audi-club-international.de

The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium
and luxury segments. The brands Audi, Ducati, Lamborghini and Bentley produce at 21 locations in
12 countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide.

In 2022, the Audi group delivered 1.61 million Audi vehicles, 15,174 Bentley luxury automobiles, 9,233
Lamborghini sportscars, and 61,562 Ducati motorcycles to customers. In the 2022 fiscal year, AUDI Group
achieved a total revenue of €61.8 billion and an operating profit before special items of €7.6 billion. More
than 87,000 people all over the world work for the Audi Group, around 54,000 of them in Germany. With its
attractive brands, new models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group is
systematically pursuing its path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility
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