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24 Hours of Spa: Audi Sport customer racing quotes  
 

Spa/Neuburg, July 30, 2017 – Quotes from Audi Sport Team Saintéloc following Audi Sport 
customer racing’s fourth victory in the 24 Hours of Spa. 
 
Fred Thalamy, Team Director Audi Sport Team Saintéloc: “This victory is incredible. For us, it’s 

like Christmas in July! You just can’t describe this feeling. The race was a dream. The car was 
perfect and incredibly reliable. We didn’t have the slightest problem.”  
 
Jules Gounon (Audi R8 LMS #25): “Sensational. I’m speechless. Audi and our team did a 

fantastic job. I can’t say thank you often enough – also to Christopher (Haase) and Markus 
(Winkelhock). They drove sensationally. We had to fight like lions after having lost a lap due to a 

loose wheel nut. The strategists from Audi and Saintéloc Racing have played a major part in this 
success as well.”   

 
Christopher Haase (Audi R8 LMS #25): “Awesome! We were two laps behind at the beginning 

of the night and recovered again. It was such a tough race. I could hardly get out of the car. This 
is a special moment in my career because this was a race I wanted to win at all costs. On the last 

two laps, I tried to reduce my pace a little and keep off the curbs. That’s how we did it.”  
 

Markus Winkelhock (Audi R8 LMS #25): “It’s a fantastic feeling. Winning at the Nürburgring 
and at Spa in a single year is really special. I’ve been able to experience this before with Audi in 

2014. I’m just happy, also for Audi Sport customer racing and for Audi Sport Team Saintéloc and 
the mechanics. The 24 Hours of Spa is the most powerful GT race in the world. That’s what 

makes this victory so special. Twelve hours ago, we were two laps behind due to a problem 
during the pit stop, had to return to the pits and lost a minute and a half. Still winning the race 

after that is simply very cool.”  

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi 
Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016 
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At 
present, approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them 
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.   
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