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1-2-3 win for Audi Sport teams in the ADAC GT 
Masters  
 

• First success of the season for defending champions Kelvin van der Linde/Patric 
Niederhauser 

• Victories for Audi RS 3 LMS in Italy and China 
• First-generation Audi R8 LMS successful in America and China 
 

Neuburg a. d. Donau, September 21, 2020 – In its most successful weekend in the ADAC GT 
Masters to date, the Audi R8 LMS achieved a 1-2-3 win at Hockenheim. The first generation of 
the GT3 sports car is still a winner as well, while the leader of the TCR Italy standings relies on 
the Audi RS 3 LMS touring car. 
 
Audi R8 LMS GT3 
From fifth place in the standings to the top: In the ADAC GT Masters, the two Audi Sport drivers 
Kelvin van der Linde/Patric Niederhauser transformed a 31-point deficit into a four-point lead on 
just one race weekend. The South African and the Swiss came to Hockenheim in fifth place and 
left the Motodrom in Germany’s Baden region as championship leaders. The driver duo of the 
Rutronik Racing team in the Audi R8 LMS started the first race from fourth place on the grid, 
while their teammate Dennis Marschall had secured pole position. Niederhauser defended his 
fourth place in a pack of cars after the start of the race. After the Swiss had handed over the car 
to his teammate during the pit stop, Kelvin van der Linde improved by two positions in the 
second half of the race and finished second. In the second race, the Audi customer teams put on 
an even stronger show. Starting in sixth place, Kelvin van der Linde overtook all competitors in 
front of him on the first lap. Patric Niederhauser took over the Audi during the driver change, 
controlled the race and crossed the finish line with a 4.3 second lead. For the third time in a row, 
van der Linde thus won the Sunday race of the ADAC GT Masters at Hockenheim in an Audi. For 
the Audi R8 LMS it was the second victory of the season in this series. Behind the fastest duo in 
the field, last year’s Junior Champion Max Hofer and Audi Sport Driver Christopher Haase crossed 
the finish line. They had started from third place for Montaplast by Land-Motorsport in another 
Audi R8 LMS. The first 1-2-3 victory of the year for the four rings in the German league of super 
sports cars was completed by Rolf Ineichen and Audi Sport driver Mirko Bortolotti from Team 
WRT. 
 
Second place in the North of New Zealand: One week after the season opener on the South 
Island, the New Zealand customer team IMS also scored a second place at the beginning of the 
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North Island Endurance Series. At the three-hour race on the Hampton Downs circuit about 70 
kilometers south of Auckland, the gentleman drivers Andrew Fawcett/Sam Fillmore finished 
second in the Audi R8 LMS of Lyall Williamson’s team. 
 
Successes in America and China: The first generation of the Audi R8 LMS remains successful in 
club racing in the hands of customers. On the fourth race weekend of GT Sports Club America, 
James Sofronas from GMG Racing won the first race with a six-second lead over Jason Daskalos. 
Both relied on the Audi R8 LMS ultra on the Austin circuit. In the second race Daskalos repeated 
his second place. On the second race weekend of the ZMA racing series in Zhuhai, South China, 
the STS Motorsport crew achieved a 1-2 victory. At first Chen Yinian was leading, then Yang 
Baijie overtook his teammate when they began lapping slower cars. He won after 15 laps with a 
lead of 1.3 seconds. 
 
Audi RS 3 LMS (TCR) 
Third win of the season for the Audi RS 3 LMS and lead of the standings: In Italy, Audi’s entry-
level touring car remains on course for success. Eric Brigliadori celebrated his third overall 
victory this year in the Italian racing series, which has a strong field of 25 participants, at the 
fourth race weekend of TCR Italy at Vallelunga. The young driver of the BF Motorsport team took 
the lead of the race from grid position one and did not relinquish it until the eleventh lap. A red 
flag after an accident ended the race prematurely. Brigliadori made the leap to the top from 
third place in the standings. After four of six race weekends, he leads both the series’ overall 
standings and the junior classification. The Audi customer team BF Motorsport is also leading 
the team classification. 
 
Seventh podium result in Russia: Aleksej Dudukalo remains best Audi privateer in TCR Russia. 
Initially, the Russian from Lukoil Racing had led the first sprint on the sixth race weekend. On 
the Nring near the city of Nizhny Novgorod, he had started from pole position in the Audi RS 3 
LMS and controlled the race even when it started to rain. Three laps before the end an opponent 
overtook him and Dudukalo crossed the finish line in second place. It was already the fifth 
podium place this season for the 43-year-old veteran. After two victories, two second places and 
one third place, the Russian lies in second place in the standings before the finale in Fort Grozny 
in October. 
 
Class success in China: Team TSRT achieved a class win at the second round of the Zhuhai 
Motorsport Association (ZMA) club sport season. Liang Yongchao in the Audi RS 3 LMS decided 
the A5 class for himself and achieved fifth place overall in a field of eleven participants. 
 
 
Coming up next week 
24–26/09 Nürburgring (D), rounds 3 and 4, FIA WTCR 
24–27/09 Nürburgring (D), 24-hour race  
25–26/09 Sachsenring (D), rounds 7 and 8, Spezial Tourenwagen-Trophy 
25–27/09 Assen (NL), rounds 5 and 6, Audi Sport Seyffarth R8 LMS Cup 
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25–27/09 Zandvoort (NL), rounds 5 and 6, GT World Challenge Europe Sprint Cup 
25–27/09 Monza (I), rounds 5 and 6, TCR Europe 
25–27/09 Mid-Ohio (USA), rounds 6 and 7, IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge 
25–27/09 Mid-Ohio (USA), round 7, IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship 
25–27/09 Virginia (USA), round 6, Trans Am 
26–27/09 Okayama (J), rounds 5 and 6, TCR Japan 
26–27/09 Monza (I), rounds 5 and 6, GT Cup Open Europe 
 
– End – 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 16 locations in 11 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2019, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.845 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 8,205 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 53,183 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2019 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of € 55.7 billion and an operating profit of € 4.5 billion. At present, 90,000 
people work for the company all over the world, 60,000 of them in Germany. With new models, innovative 
mobility offerings and other attractive services, Audi is becoming a provider of sustainable, individual 
premium mobility. 
 


