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Peak sportiness: from the Audi S6 plus to the
RS 6 Avant performance and
RS 7 Sportback performance

e Audi S6 plus marked the start of vehicle development at what is today
Audi Sport GmbH

e The DNA of the RS models: maximum driving dynamics, unrestricted
everyday utility, and highest differentiation

e Steffen Bamberger, Head of Technical Development at Audi Sport GmbH:
“RS models will still offer drivers great fun behind the wheel when
electrified.”

Ingolstadt/Neckarsulm, June 07, 2023 - plus! At the former quattro GmbH, these four letters
represented the particularly sporty derivatives of what were already highly performaning RS 6
and RS 7 models. They adhered to the philosophy of leveraging as much car technology as
possible, i.e., teasing out an additional plus in driving dynamics - while retaining the
everyday usability the vehicles were renowned for. In 2016, “plus” became “performance”,
but the philosophy remained the same. It all began almost 30 years ago with the

Audi S6 plus: A look, both back in time and into the future, at the highest performance cars in
Audi’s portfolio.

The history of the RS 6 performance models began with the C4 generation Audi S6 plus in 1996.
That is when quattro GmbH (now Audi Sport GmbH), initially a supplier of high-quality
accessories from 1983 and then tasked with a vehicle customization program starting in 1995,
was given a new focus. It took over responsibility for the sporty derivative, internally called the
Q1. Following the success of the Audi Avant RS2, the aim was to create a new model with more
power and greater driving dynamics. The Audi S6 V8 provided the ideal foundation for this goal.

The ancestor of all high-performance models: the Audi S6 plus

For the S6 plus, Audi’s engine development unit in Neckarsulm developed a more powerful
version of the 4.2-liter V8 that powered the regular Audi S6. The engine’s output was increased
from 290 to 326 PS, outstripping even the Audi Avant RS2. The car was given larger front
brakes, a six-speed transmission with shorter ratios on third gear and up, and stiffer suspension.
Both axles boasted 17-inch rims with 255 tires. The interior design was predominately black.
The at-the-time quattro GmbH added accents to the gear knob and the speedometer dials in
blue, gray, or white, including a scale that went up to 300 km/h (186 mph).

The equipment, data and prices specified in this document refer to the model range
offered in Germany. Subject to change without notice; errors and omissions excepted.

*The collective fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of all models
named and available on the German market can be found in the list provided at the end
of this text. 1/5
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With its own booth at the Geneva International Motor Show, quattro GmbH introduced its first
vehicle to the publicin 1996. During the 15 months that the S6 plus was available, the 855
Avant and 97 Sedans were built.

The RS family tree: From the RS4 Avant and RS 6 Avant to

RS 6 Avant plus

Audi established the idea of the sports wagon with the RS2 and S6 plus. The first true RS model
from quattro GmbH was the RS4 Avant (B5) from 1999. Compared to the Audi S4, it hit the
scene with a widened body and an engine developed in collaboration with Cosworth, which at the
time had an impressive output of 381 PS. From the beginning of 2000, the Audi RS4 Avant -
advertised and sold as the Audi RS4 and as a special Audi RS4 Sport model - became the new
flagship of the Audi A4 B5 series. And as an absolute sales hit, instead of the planned 3,000
units, just over 6,000 Audi RS4 Avant models were purchased by highly enthusiastic and
satisfied buyers. There were already plenty of ideas for further high-performance models from
quattro GmbH - the phasing out of the RS4 also freed up capacities in Neckarsulm for the
development and production of a new model. The year 2002 saw no direct successor come out -
the next RS 4 (B7) would not become available until 2005 - instead, the RS 6 represented a kind
of “big brother” based on the C5-generation A6.

Along the Sedan and Avant versions of the first RS 6, a new nomenclature also debuted. From
now on, all RS models would carry a space in their name. The special limited series

RS 6 Avant plus also saw the return of the “plus” performance insignia familiar from the S6 plus.
An optimized engine control unit extended the torque curve, resulting in increased power
output. Engine power climbed by 30 PS to 480 PS. To ensure optimum cooling of the engine, the
cooling system was also updated.

What made it special is that it was the first Audi to officially go faster than 250 km/h (755
mph). quattro GmbH throttled the RS 6 plus to 280 km/h (775 mph), making it the fastest
sports wagon at the time. Perforated brake discs, a sports exhaust system, and DRC suspension
now came as standard equipment. Nineteen-inch wheels and special paint / interior trim
combinations characterized this edition. Audi limited production to 999 Avant units. Stephan
Reil, Head of Technical Development at Audi AG in Neckarsulm, recalls: “With 480 PS, the

RS 6 Avant plus was at the top of the segment. But on the other hand, that car was to be a wolf
in sheep’s clothing that would win people over through understatement.”

More power and torque: “plus” becomes “performance”

The plus variant in the C6 generation hit the market in 2010 and was limited to 500 units. Unlike
its predecessor, it did not feature any additional power, with the V10 keep its 580 PS; but it now
features a top speed of 303 km (788 mph). The only faster Audi vehicle at the time was the R8.
Customers were able to configure the car with two equipment packages:

*The collective fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of all models
named and available on the German market can be found in the list provided at the end
of this text. 2/5
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The RS 6 plus Sport featured leather upholstery on the center console and dashboard, while the
RS 6 plus Audi exclusive boasted a paint finish in an individual color according to the customer’s
preference. In the Audi exclusive version, the seat covers, controls, door panels, and center
armrest were upholstered in one of the attractive colors from the Audi exclusive program. All
seat components matched the selected leather color. Both variants were equipped with 20-inch
wheels, sport suspension plus, navigation system, and driving assistant, as well as the carbon
package for the engine compartment.

For the C7 generation, “plus” became “performance” - the Audi RS 6 Avant and RS 7 Sportback
performance premiered in 2016. With a slightly tweaked engine, the power climbed to 605 PS,
45 PS more than in the base model. The overboost function briefly increased torque to 750 Nm
in “dynamic” driving mode. Depending on the equipment, top speed was limited to 250, 280, or
305 km/h (7155, 174, or 190 mph). The car did zero to 100 km/h (62 mph) 0.2 seconds faster
(3.7 s), and 200 km/h (724 mph) as much as 1.4 seconds faster (12.1 s). Twenty-one-inch
wheels now came standard.

White dials: a tribute to the RS 6 Avant plus in the C8 generation

The new RS 6 Avant performance* and RS 7 Sportback performance* in the C8 generation
continue the long-standing Audi Sport strategy of plus and performance models. To date, the
models still boast an all-wheel drive system and a V8 engine with increased output. The potent
4.0-liter V8 biturbo TFSI engine now has an output of 463 kW (630 PS) and a maximum torque
of 850 Nm (combined fuel consumption in /100 km (62.1 mi): 12.7 - 12,1 (18.5-19.4 US
mpg) (WLTP); combined CO; emissions in g/km: 289 - 272 (465.1-437.7 g/mi) (WLTP)) .First
used on the Audi RS2 and still a distinguishing feature of the models with the red rhombus,
colors including Nogaro Blue can still be ordered as custom finishes. The interior also echoes the
original. For the performance models, customers can select a white background for the
tachometer and speedometer - a tribute to the Audi Avant RS2 from 1994 and the Audi S6 plus
from 1996 which came with white analog dials.

Audi’s DNA will not be changed: a look into the electrified future

“At Audi Sport GmbH, we have been very successful at what we do for 40 years,” states Steffen
Bamberger, Head of Technical Development at Audi Sport GmbH: “We are now transporting our
DNA, that is, what sets us apart, into an exciting future.” According to Bamberger, a few key
elements differentiate the current RS 6 performance* and RS 7 performance* models and their
regular versions models from the respective base model: their characteristic exterior and interior
design, their longitudinal and lateral dynamics, and their sound. These elements will continue to
be differentiating characteristics in the electric age. This also includes an exterior design that
stands out from the base model with sporty add-on parts and larger wheels. The interior will
increasingly feature sustainable materials with a special look. What’s more, the interior and
exterior sound will also be further refined to clearly set them apart from the base model and
create emotionality.

*The collective fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of all models
named and available on the German market can be found in the list provided at the end
of this text. 3/5
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Bamberger elaborates: “We will try to get as much as possible out of our electric cars to
transport the DNA of the RS models into the electric future.” The electrified vehicles dynamic
range covers everything from very comfortable and suitable for everyday use to incredibly sporty
and agile, Bamberger adds. “One thing is certain,” concludes Bamberger: “RS models will still
offer drivers great fun behind the wheel when electrified.”
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The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium
and luxury segment. The brands Audi, Bentley, Lamborghini, and Ducati produce at 21 locations in 12
countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide.

In 2022, the Audi Group delivered 1.61 million Audi vehicles, 15,174 Bentley vehicles, 9,233 Lamborghini
vehicles, and 61,562 Ducati motorcycles to customers. In the 2022 fiscal year, AUDI Group achieved a total
revenue of €61.8 billion and an operating profit of €7.6 billion. Worldwide, more than 87,000 people worked
for the Audi Group in 2022, over 54,000 of them at AUDI AG in Germany. With its attractive brands, new
models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group is systematically pursuing its
path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility.

*The collective fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of all models
named and available on the German market can be found in the list provided at the end
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Fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values** of the models named above:

Audi RS 6 Avant performance
combined fuel consumption in l/100 km (62.1 mi): 12.7 - 12.2 (18.5 - 19.3 US mpg) (WLTP);
combined CO; emissions in g/km: 289 - 277 (465.7 - 445.8 g/mi) (WLTP))

Audi RS 7 Sportback performance
combined fuel consumption in l/100 km (62.1 mi): 12.6 - 12.1 (18.7 - 19.4 US mpg) (WLTP);
combined CO; emissions in g/km: 285 - 272 (458.7 - 437.7 g/mi) (WLTP))

**The indicated consumption and emissions values were determined according to the legally
specified measuring methods. The WLTP test cycle completely replaced the NEDC on january 1,
2022, which means that no NEDC figures are available for vehicles with new type approvals from
dfter this date.

The figures do not refer to a single, specific vehicle and are not part of the offering but are instead
provided solely to allow comparisons of the different vehicle types. Additional equipment and
accessories (add-on parts, different tire formats, etc.) may change relevant vehicle parameters,
such as weight, rolling resistance and aerodynamics, and, in conjunction with weather and traffic
conditions and individual driving style, may affect fuel consumption, electrical power
consumption, CO; emissions and the performance figures for the vehicle.

Due to the more realistic test conditions, the consumption and CO; emission values measured
are in many cases higher than the values measured according to the NEDC. This may result in
corresponding changes in vehicle taxation since September 1, 2018. Additional information
about the differences between WLTP and NEDC is available at www.audi.de/wltp

Further information on official fuel consumption figures and the official specific CO, emissions
of new passenger cars can be found in the “Guide on the fuel economy, CO; emissions and power
consumption of all new passenger car models”, which is available free of charge at all sales
dealerships and from DAT Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH, Helmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760
Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, Germany (www.dat.de).
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